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The Tree of Knowledge and the Sin of Knowing

1. Genesis Chapters 1 - 3

Chapter 1
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God said, "Behold, I have given you every herb which yields seed that is on the face of the earth, and every
tree which has fruit and yields seed; these will be yours for eating. . . (31) God saw everything that He had
made, and, behold, it was very good. There was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
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This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, on the day that Hashem, God,
made the earth and heavens. (5) No shrub of the field was yet on the earth and no herb of the field had as
yet sprung up because Hashem, God, had not brought rain onto the earth and there was no man to work
the ground. (6) But a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. (7)
Hashem, God, formed the man from the dust of the ground and blew in his nostrils a breath of life and
the man became a living being. (8) Hashem, God, planted a garden in Eden, to the East, and He placed
there the man whom He had formed. (9) Hashem, God, made grow from the ground every tree that is
pleasing in appearance and good for food, the Tree of Life in the middle of the garden, and the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil.
ophR 1 Han 2w Ren &5 0TR Tn non 5a% 0w iy nnnan 5% niny oTRa &1p7 ()
TR TR TR Y98N R DPOR M 131 (33) INND T3 0N POYIRA NNK NP YT BTG OV 1T
VR "3 PR NP NS MTY3R W3 YU DYY DYST NNT DR IO (42) DTN YR IR NUKY OTRA
DRI DY P (72) TR WL P IRWRD PITY IR DR IR DR WK 21 12 S (72) 0N angph
Awwan X7 inYR) OTRA
The man named all the livestock, the birds of the sky, and the beasts of the field, but for man he
did not find a helper to be his counterpart. (21) Hashem, God, cast a deep sleep upon the man,
and he slept, and He took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. (22) Hashem, God,
built the rib that He had taken from the man into a woman and brought her to the man. (23)
The man said, "This time, this is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. This will be called
'woman' because this was taken from man." (24) Therefore, a man leaves his father and mother
and clings to his wife and they become one flesh. (25) The two of them were naked, the man and

his wife, and they were not ashamed.
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Chapter 3
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The serpent was more cunning than all the beasts of the field which Hashem, God, had made.
He said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You may not eat from any of the trees of the
garden?" (2) The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may
eat. (3) But from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, "You
may not eat from it and you may not touch it, lest you die." (4) The serpent said to the woman,
"You will certainly not die. (5) Rather, God knows that on the day you eat from it, your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." (6) The woman saw that the tree
was good for food, that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to grant
wisdom. She took of its fruit and ate, and she gave some to her husband with her and he ate. (7)
The eyes of both of them were opened and they knew that they were naked. They sewed together
fig leaves and made themselves loincloths. (8) They heard the voice of Hashem, God, walking in
the garden in the breeze of the day and the man and his wife hid from before Hashem, God,
among the trees of the garden. (9) Hashem, God, called to the man and said to him, "Where are
you?" (10) He said, "I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid because I am naked, so I
hid." (11) He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?" (12) The man said, "The woman whom You placed with me, she

gave me from the tree and I ate".
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(22) Hashem, God, said, "Behold, man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil. Now,
lest he send forth his hand and take also from the Tree of Life and eat, and live forever-" (23)
So, Hashem cast him out of the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been
taken. (24) He banished the man, and he placed the cherubs and the blade of the swirling sword
to the east of the Garden of Eden to guard the way to the Tree of Life.
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2. Four Rabbinic Teachings

1. Rashi on 2:4 quoting Menahot 29b
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By means of the letter “7” He created them. Quoting from Isaiah (26:4): Through “n - *” [a name of God
spelled with the two letters Hey and Yod] God formed worlds. With these two letters of God’s name, God
created two worlds [a supernal world and a terrestrial world]. This teaches that our present world was

created through the letter Hey.

2. Yevamot 63a brought in Rashi on 2:23
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And Rabbi Elazar said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “This is now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2:23)? This teaches that Adam had intercourse with each animal and beast in
his search for his mate, and his mind was not at ease, in accordance with the verse: “And for Adam, there

was not found a helpmate for him” (Genesis 2:20), until he had intercourse with Eve.

3. Hullin 139b
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They also asked Rav Mattana: From where in the Torah can one find an allusion to Haman? He replied:
The verse states after Adam ate from the tree of knowledge: “Have you eaten of [hamin] the tree, about
which I commanded you that you should not eat?” (Genesis 3:11). Hamin is spelled in the same manner as

Haman: Heh, mem, nun.

4. Nedarim 20b
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Do not wander after your heart (Numbers 15:39). From this verse Rebbe taught that a man should not
drink from this cup and have his eye upon another cup. Ravina said, this teaching is so obvious that it

goes without saying except for the case of a man with two wives.

3. Thou Shall Not Covet

Exodus 20:13
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Do not covet your fellow's house. Do not covet your fellow's wife, or his servant or his maidservant, or his
ox or donkey, or all that belongs to your fellow."
Deuteronomy 5:17
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You shall not covet your neighbor's wife and you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, or his

male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's."
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4. Genesis Chapter 29 — Yakov and Rahel’s Romance
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Bahiists

He said to them, "Do you know Lavan, the son of Nachor?" They said, "We know him." (6) He said to them, "Is it well with
him?" They said, "It is well, and here is his daughter Rachel coming with the sheep." . . . (9) While he was still speaking with
them, Rachel came with the sheep, as she was a shepherdess. (10) When Yaakov saw Rachel, the daughter of Lavan, his
mother's brother, and the sheep of Lavan, his mother's brother, Yaakov approached and rolled the stone from the mouth of the

well and watered the sheep of Lavan, his mother's brother. (11) Yaakov kissed Rachel and raised his voice and wept.

(12) Yaakov told Rachel that he was a relative of her father and that he was Rivka's son, and she ran and told her father. (13)
When Lavan heard the news regarding Yaakov, his sister's son, he ran towards him, embraced him, kissed him, and brought
him to his house. He recounted all these things to Lavan. (14) Lavan said to him, "Indeed, you are my bone and flesh." He
stayed by him a month's time. (15) Lavan said to Yaakov, "Because you are my relative, should you work for me for nothing?
Tell me what your wages should be." (16) And Lavan had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah and the name of the
younger was Rachel. (17) Leah's eyes were soft, while Rachel was shapely and beautiful. (18) Yaakov loved Rachel and he
said, "I will work for you for seven years for your younger daughter, Rachel." (19) Lavan said, "Better that I give her to you
than I give her to another man. Stay with me." (20) Yaakov worked for Rachel for seven years and they seemed to him like just
a few days in his love of her. (21) Yaakov said to Lavan, "Give me my wife because my time is complete, and let me come to
her." (22) Lavan gathered all the people of the place and made a feast. (23) In the evening, he took his daughter, Leah, and
brought her to him, and he came to her. (24) Lavan gave his maidservant, Zilpah, to his daughter Leah as a maidservant. (25)
In the morning, behold, she was Leah! He said to Lavan, "What is this that you have done to me! Was it not for Rachel that I
worked with you? Why have you tricked me?" (26) Lavan said, "Such is not done in our place, to give the younger before the
older. (27) Complete the week of this one, and this one, too, will be given to you for the work that you will do for me for yet
another seven years. (28) Yaakov did so; he completed the week of the one, and he gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
(29) Lavan gave his maidservant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel as her maidservant. (30) He came to Rachel as well, and he
loved Rachel, too, more than Leah. He worked with him for yet another seven years. (31) Hashem saw that Leah was hated
and He opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. (32) Leah conceived and bore a son. She named him Reuven, for she said
"Because Hashem has seen my affliction. Surely, now, my husband will love me." (33) She conceived again and bore a son,
and said, "Because Hashem has heard that I am hated and gave me this one, too", and she named him Shimon. (34) She
conceived again and bore a son, and said, "Now, this time, my husband will attach himself to me for I have born him three

sons"; therefore, he named him Levi. (35) She conceived again and bore a son, and said, "This time I will thank Hashem";

therefore, she named him Yehuda. And she stopped giving birth.



