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Exodus 4:1-5

(1) But Moses spoke up and said, “What if they do not believe me and do not listen to
me, but say: The LORD did not appear to you?” (2) The LORD said to him, “What is
that in your hand?” And he replied, “A rod.” (3) He said, “Cast it on the ground.” He
cast it on the ground and it became a snake; and Moses recoiled from it. (4) Then the
LORD said to Moses, “Put out your hand and grasp it by the tail”—he put out his hand
and seized it, and it became a rod in his hand— (5) “that they may believe that the
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LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, did appear to you.”
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Exodus 4:17
(17) and take with you this rod, with which you shall perform the signs.”
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Exodus 4:19-20
(19) The LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who

sought to kill you are dead.” (20) So Moses took his wife and sons, mounted them on
an ass, and went back to the land of Egypt; and Moses took the rod of God with him.
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Septuagint (LXX) Exodus 4:20
And Moses took his wife and his children, and mounted them on the beasts, and
returned to Egypt; and Moses took the rod from God in his hand.
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Midrash Tanchuma, Shemot 23:1
(1) And Moses took the rod of God in his hand (ibid.). The Holy One, blessed be He,

said to him: Take this rod in your hand, for with it you will be able to perform any
miracle you desire.
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Pirkei Avot 5:6

(6) Ten things were created on the eve of the [first] Shabbat at twilight. And these are
they: The mouth of the earth [that swallowed Korach in Numbers 16:32]; and the
mouth of the well [that accompanied the Israelites in the wilderness in Numbers
21:17]; and the mouth of the donkey [that spoke to Bilaam in Numbers 22:28-30]; and
the rainbow [that served as a covenant after the flood in Genesis 9:13]; and the manna
[that God provided the Israelites in the wilderness in Exodus 16:4-21]; and the staff
[of Moshe]; and the shamir (the worm that helped build the Temple without metal
tools); and the letters; and the writing; and the tablets [all of the latter three, of the Ten
Commandments]. And some say, also the destructive spirits, and the burial place of
Moshe, our teacher, and the ram of Abraham, our father. And some say, also the [first
human-made] tongs, made with [Divine] tongs.
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Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 40:2-3

(2) Rabbi Levi said: That rod which was created in the twilight was delivered to the
first man out of the garden of Eden. Adam delivered it to Enoch, and Enoch delivered
it to Noah, and Noah [handed it on] to Shem. Shem passed it on to Abraham, Abraham
[transmitted it] to Isaac, and Isaac [gave it over] to Jacob, and Jacob brought it down
into Egypt and passed it on to his son Joseph, and when Joseph died and they pillaged
his household goods, it was placed in the palace of Pharaoh. And Jethro was one of the
magicians of Egypt, and he saw the rod and the letters which were upon it, and he
desired in his heart (to have it), and he took it and brought it, and planted it in the midst
of the garden of his house. No one was able to approach it any more.

(3) When Moses came to his house he went into the garden of Jethro's house, and saw
the rod and read the letters which were upon it, and he put forth his hand and took it.
Jethro watched || Moses, and said: This one in the future will redeem Israel from
Egypt. Therefore he gave him Zipporah his daughter to wife, as it is said, "And Moses
was content to dwell with the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah, his daughter" (Ex. ii.
21).
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Numbers 20:8-11

(8) ““You and your brother Aaron take the rod and assemble the community, and before
their very eyes order the rock to yield its water. Thus you shall produce water for them
from the rock and provide drink for the congregation and their beasts.” (9) Moses took
the rod from before the LORD, as He had commanded him. (10) Moses and Aaron
assembled the congregation in front of the rock; and he said to them, “Listen, you
rebels, shall we get water for you out of this rock?”” (11) And Moses raised his hand and
struck the rock twice with his rod. Out came copious water, and the community and
their beasts drank.
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when the Ark was buried, along with it was buried the jar of manna that was next
to it, and the flask of oil used for anointing, and Aaron’s staff with its almonds
and blossoms
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Numbers 24:17

(17) What I see for them is not yet, What I behold will not be soon: A star rises from
Jacob, A scepter comes forth from Israel; It smashes the brow of Moab, The
foundation of all children of Seth.
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Psalms 110:2
(2) The LORD will stretch forth from Zion your mighty scepter; hold sway over your
enemies!
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Book of the Bee Chapter 30 (13th century Christian Syriac text)

WHEN Adam and Eve went forth from Paradise, Adam, as if knowing that he was never to return to
his place, cut off a branch from the tree of good and evil--which is the fig-tree--and took it with him
and went forth; and it served him as a staff all the days of his life. After the death of Adam, his son
Seth took it, for there were no weapons as yet at that time. This rod was passed on from hand to hand

20.

unto Noah, and from Noah to Shem; and it was handed down from Shem to Abraham as a blessed thing

from the Paradise of God. With this rod Abraham broke the images and graven idols which his father
made, and therefore God said to him, 'Get thee out of thy father's house,' etc. It was in his hand in every

country as far as Egypt, and from Egypt to Palestine. Afterwards Isaac took it, and (it was handed
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down) from Isaac to Jacob; with it he fed the flocks of Laban the Aramean in Paddan Aram. After
Jacob Judah his fourth son took it; and this is the rod which Judah gave to Tamar his daughter-in-law,
with his signet ring and his napkin, as the hire for what he had done. From him (it came) to Pharez. At
that time there were wars everywhere, and an angel took the rod, and laid it in the Cave of Treasures in
the mount of Moab, until Midian was built. There was in Midian a man, upright and righteous before
God, whose name was Yathrd (Jethro). When he was feeding his flock on the mountain, he found the
cave and took the rod by divine agency; and with it he fed his sheep until his old age. When he gave his
daughter to Moses, he said to him, 'Go in, my son, take the rod, and go forth to thy flock." When Moses
had set his foot upon the threshold of the door, an angel moved the rod, and it came out of its own free
will towards Moses. And Moses took the rod, and it was with him until God spake with him on mount
Sinai. When God said to him, 'Cast the rod upon the ground,' he did so, and it became a great serpent;
and the Lord said, 'Take it,' and he did so, and it became a rod as at first. This is the rod which God
gave him for a . 51 help and a deliverance; that it might be a wonder, and that with it he might deliver
Israel from the oppression of the Egyptians. By the will of the living God this rod became a serpent in
Egypt. By it God spake to Moses; and it swallowed up the rod of Posdi the sorceress of the Egyptians.
With it Moses smote the sea of Soph in its length and breadth, and the depths congealed in the heart of
the sea. It was in Moses' hands in the wilderness of Ashimén, and with it he smote the stony rock, and
the waters flowed forth. Then God gave serpents power over the children of Israel to destroy them,
because they had angered Him at the waters of strife. And Moses prayed before the Lord, and God said
to him, 'Make thee a brazen serpent, and lift it up with the rod, and let the children of Israel look upon
it and be healed.' Moses did as the Lord had commanded him, and he placed the brazen serpent in the
sight of all the children of Israel in the wilderness; and they looked upon it and were healed. After all
the children of Israel were dead, save Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Yophanna
(Jephunneh), they went into the promised land, and took the rod with them, on account of the wars with
the Philistines and Amalekites. And Phineas hid the rod in the desert, in the dust at the gate of

Jerusalem, where it remained until our Lord Christ was born. And He, by the will of His divinity,
shewed the rod to Joseph the husband of Mary, and it was in his hand when he fled to Egypt with our

Lord and Mary, until he returned to Nazareth. From Joseph his son Jacob, who was surnamed the
brother of our Lord, took it; and from Jacob Judas Iscariot, who was a thief, stole it. When the Jews
crucified our Lord, they lacked wood for the arms of our Lord; and Judas in his wickedness gave them

the rod, which became a judgment and a fall unto them, but an uprising unto many.
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Exodus 14:16-21
(16) And you lift up your rod and hold out your arm over the sea and split it, so that the
Israelites may march into the sea on dry ground. ... (21) Then Moses held out his arm
over the sea and the LORD drove back the sea with a strong east wind all that night,
and turned the sea into dry ground. The waters were split,
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26. Kli Yakar on Exodus 14:16
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Exodus 17:8-12
(8) Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. (9) Moses said to Joshua, “Pick
some men for us, and go out and do battle with Amalek. Tomorrow I will station
myself on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in my hand.” (10) Joshua did as
Moses told him and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the
top of the hill. (11) Then, whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; but
whenever he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. (12) But Moses’ hands grew heavy;

so they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur, one on
each side, supported his hands; thus his hands remained steady until the sun set.
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Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 3:8

(8) “And so it was, when Moshe raised his hand, Israel prevailed...” (Exodus 17:11).
And is it Moshe’s hands that make [success in] war or break [success in] war? Rather,
[this comes to] tell you, [that] whenever Israel would look upward and subjugate their
hearts to their Father in heaven, they would prevail; and if not, they would fall. Similar
to this matter, you [can] say concerning the verse; “Make a [graven] snake and place it
on a pole, and everyone bitten who sees it will live” (Numbers 21:8): And is it the
snake that kills or [is it] the snake that [revives]? Rather, whenever Israel would look
upward and subjugate their hearts to their Father in heaven, they would be healed; and
if not, they would be harmed.
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Tur HaAroch, Exodus 17:11:1

Some commentators understand Moses’ raising his hands as referring to the hands with
which he was holding his staff as a sign of encouragement to the people. Moses’ staff
meant for the people what the flag means to gentile troops. Generally, the purpose of
the flag is to serve as a point around which the troops position themselves, to prevent
being scattered by opposing forces. The description of Moses being placed in an
elevated position even while seated, is to signify that Moses performed the function
that a flag normally performs in a battle. This explains why Moses called the altar he
built after the battle *0°1 '7. He did not want the people to think that their victory had
been due to the visibility of Moses’ staff during the battle, but that it was exclusively
due to the help of Hashem, without which the staff would not have proven effective at
all. Israel’s “flag” is its faith in Hashem.
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There was no special Godliness in the stick. It was simply a means that
God used, and any stick could have served . . .

It is not Israel's sword but Moses' staff that conquers Amalek, and it is not
any magic power in the staff but the faith which is expressed and brought
to the minds of the people by the uplifted hand . . .

The staff of God in the hands of Moses designates him as being sent by
God. A movement with that staff, a waving, a blow with it before an
announced event takes place proclaims that event to be the result of a
momentary direct intervening act of God . . . "Take the staff," says God to
Moses, "show them that you are still My messenger, have not ceased for
one moment to be My servitor. . ."
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Umberto Cassuto (1883-1951), Commentary on Exodus
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Benno Jacob (1862-1945), Commentary on Exodus
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