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The Divine and the Defeated:  
The Paradox of a Fated Leader  

 

REQUEST AND REFUSAL 
וא)פרשת ג פרק ,דברים .1

)כג(     ַה 'בֶָּןַ ה ד (ֹר:לאֵ )כ דֹ: :ד (ר : ) "�  (  הֹכד  אֱ  [ ],  ים ּאַתָּה הְַרלִ ל ַב ע
אֶת   גְָּדל   ַחֲ ה ת �   מ� ּרֶ בָאבַּש   אֲשֶׁר    ּ ֶיךָ הֶ וְכִגְבו  ו עְֶבְּרָהךָ נָּא ,
   אָָרֶץ וֹּ בּעְֲשׁטַ רדְ ַּ הַי

 
)כו(    ו� בֵ נְַ ' ַע מְ ל   לֹא יֹּמַע וַ לָי.   רֶ ַ רַב"לַי: " בוֹסֶלָךְ ;א ַּ דֹאד ו דּבָ זַּרַּ ) כזה )

ֹאשׁ  ר  הַפִּס   ׂאָ � ָ נֶיך  הָ  ה �  הָ ,ורְּא ו� ְחָ ב ךָ יֶ ֶי א  ַיַּא ְדה    ֹשֶׁה .)כ� הְו ו
   ְאַמהּו    יִ כּ נְֵי �בֹר �א ועםָ הְ יה, ו    הָאָר

 
)כט(  ו� יתּלְא �ֶב

 
23 And I pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying: 24 "O Lord God, You have begun to 
show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong hand, for what god is there in heaven 
or on earth who can do according to Your works and according to Your mighty deeds? 25 
Let me cross over, I pray, and see the good land that is beyond the Jordan, that goodly 
mountain country and Lebanon." 
 
26 But the Lord was wrathful with me on your account and would not listen to me, and 
the Lord said to me: "Enough! Speak no more to Me of this matter. 27 Go up to the top of 
Pisgah and lift up your eyes westward and northward and southward and eastward, and 
see it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan. 28 But charge Joshua, and 
encourage and strengthen him, for he shall cross over before this people, and he shall put 
them in possession of the land which you shall see." 
 
29 So we remained in the valley opposite Beth-peor. 

:ג:כג על (1437-1508) אברבנאל יצחק דון .2
 . . . ועשרים שבעה הם הנה שבכתובים הפשוט העיון כפי הסדר בזה יפלו אשר הספקות ואמנם

And indeed, the questions that will arise in this order according to the pshat examination, 
behold they are twenty-seven… 
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BUT WHY ASK AT ALL?? WHAT’S THE HAVA AMINAH? 
 

1.​ CHIBAT TZION (LOVE OF THE LAND) 
 

 ק גםל(1040-1105) "רש"י.3
ִמית.הַהִוא. בָּעֵת הנדהוּתשמ ,ד

At that time. After I conquered the land of Sihon and Og, I thought that perhaps the vow 
had been released 

:ג:כד על (1089-1164) עזרא אבן אברהם הרב .4
ואהשמצו ,ישמר.ישראל. ארץ את לחבב הפרשה זו וטעם

And the reason for this portion is to make beloved the Land of Israel. And if the land will 
be beloved, they will observe God's commandments, so that they will not be exiled from 
it. 

 ק גגםל(1194-1270) "הרמב"ן .5
מתוכחותיז ;וכ,מאד, עליו חביבה היתה הארץ כי להודיע זה הזכיר וכאן

. . . 
לאריעברשלעונגרמעלי ,וג,התוכחות, השלים והנה
ות ,לירםתהילכךומוסודכאבויהה ,ווםםל

יגעליוס
And here he mentioned this to make known that the land was very beloved to him, and he 
did not merit it because of them; and all this is from his rebukes. 

. . . 
And behold, he completed the rebukes with this - that he informed them that their 
forefathers caused evil upon themselves, and also upon him they caused punishment that 
he should not cross over to the land. But they, the children, will cross over and inherit it, 
if they do not become like their fathers - a stubborn and rebellious generation. And 
therefore he will now begin to warn them regarding the general commandments, that 
they should not add to them nor subtract from them. 
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2.​TO PREVENT THE  CHURBAN (EXILE) 
 

ככ ,פסוקי,דברים, על (1470-1550) ספורנו עובדיה הרב .6
ממנישראיגלשל ,כד.נּאָ. אֶעְבְּרָה    ה בברכלטועיה .אץת
לעולישרטושתה

 
'ה' וַיּתְִעַבֵּר  ב�   לזרוינכם .וההואבאתכלקיימתאושהיית .מפנ

Let me cross over, I pray. To destroy all the inhabitants of Canaan, so that Israel will not be 
exiled from it. And see the good land. I will set my eyes upon it for good - with my blessing 
that it should be good for Israel forever. But the Lord was wrathful with me on your account. 
Because I was eager to establish you in it, so that you would never be exiled from it. But He 
had already raised His hand to scatter them. 

 
ל ,פסו,דברים, על החיים אור (1696-1743) עטר בן חיים הרב .7

ִּבְז ,בהז:רל"ז"ל דבריהם פי על הוא והנכון יַ ק "ו סו  ּו הַָהַּעָם ב�יִּבְכ
למנו.הבית. חרבשבו הט 'ב ליל .לדובכי קבעו " (ר) ב

ו .ואמרןואונחרהב היההמבהיה ב וח וד) ש טובוד) שוחו    ( ב�
גוָאלֹהִף ;לְְמוֹמ�""מפס 

 
ישרה 'בשונ ף רכנזכאפשלעליחמת ,ולהשלי,מעתה,
גהואבמשיהמרגה 'בגזזההבחורבמקכליוויה י �רו"  ִּ ב ְ

ִּג ה 'ב .עמהםמשנכשה ,אפשנוהמאעואםם .כברגולושֶם,"
מעוומאמצעו  .אלאדקםם,הרעבחנתג לאמאי ש,תהם
ול;בצדקיעמד לאה 'כה .ויד ,גבר

And the correct interpretation is according to their words, may their memory be blessed, 
who said (Midrash Rabbah Numbers 16:20), regarding the verse 'And the people wept that 
night' (Numbers 14:1) – 'They established weeping for generations.' For it was the night of the 
9th of Av, on which the Temple was destroyed. And they said further that if Moses had 
entered the land and had built the Temple – the Temple would not have been destroyed, for 
no nation or tongue could touch it. And they said further (Shocher Tov 79) regarding the 
verse 'A psalm of Asaph; O God, the nations have come [into Your inheritance]' (Psalms 79:1), 
and these are their words – 'It should have said "lamentation"! Rather, [it is] because He cast 
His wrath upon wood and stones'. 

Now, if Moses had entered the land and built the Temple, and to cast His wrath upon it 
would not be possible as mentioned, then the Lord's anger would burn against Israel's 
enemies and their destruction would be in place of the Temple's destruction! For this 
reason, God decreed in the decree of the spies also upon Moses that he should die in the 
wilderness. And this is what he means by 'The Lord was also angry with me because of you' 
– meaning, through the chain of consequences of your matters. For if there had not been the 
sin of the spies and they had entered, it is possible that Moses would have entered with 
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them. And even though he would build the Temple, there would be no concern – for the 
aspect of evil would not have prevailed, and they would have stood in their righteousness in 
the land. But from the consequences of the sin of the spies, the hand of wickedness 
prevailed. And God knew that they would not stand in righteousness; and go out and learn 
from the Song of Ha'azinu. 

 

3.​TO ENTER AS A CIVILIAN 
 

:ג:כג-כח פרק דברים על יצחק תולדות (,1458-1535) קארו יצחק הרב .8
ה"שהקב"ה  ֹא ת� "לָ ל הַז קָּהלָתבִי לֶ  ֶָרץ  אָ  .והכוונ(יב) במל תַתִּאשֲֶׁר
וןשיאמ ויהיה  כן ,אםלכנלאזרלישבאר יםמ
שיהל ;אל ,לאמשנ  .ולפי לנא

 
דב( יל ד:)לעיל לו ואמר יהושע את שצוה הוא בראשונה שעשה מה לפיכך  כא   ל ָֹראנֶיך ה עָּאֵת  עָ

 ה 'א כֶם � ֵיֵ ְָׁנ מְַּל ה ֵּן י�ים ֶּה .כ לֵ ֶׂה ְָכלשֲ המַַּ  'ל   א�  ֶׁר   לֹה 'וּם ,כלֹא � ָׁ
ר תחנן ,אזשעל .וא"לָכֶםִלְחָה בו לא ו�יע

 
That the Holy One, blessed be He, swore 'Therefore you shall not bring this congregation 
into the land which I have given them' (Numbers 20:12). And the meaning is: you will not be 
leaders in the Land of Israel. But He did not decree that they should not enter the land. For 
if He had decreed thus, it would have been fitting for Him to say 'therefore you shall not 
come into the land which I have given them.' And since He swore that they would not be 
leaders, Moses did not ask that he wanted to bring Israel; rather, that Joshua should bring 
them, and Moses would enter as one of the people. 

 
Therefore what he did first was that he commanded Joshua and said to him (above 4:21-22) 
'Your eyes have seen all that the Lord your God did to these two kings; so will the Lord do to 
all the kingdoms where you are crossing over. Do not fear them, for the Lord your God - He 
fights for you.' And after he made Joshua the leader, then he pleaded that he should cross 
over with Israel, not that he should lead them across. And this is what he said 'at that time' - 
after I commanded Joshua. 

 
 
 
 
 

)פרשת כ פרק ,במדבר .9
 

)יב(  שה 'ֶ ו� ְ הֲו ַ ַא ֱמְַנתֹן" י אֶ ה ב שֵׁ ְַקדִּי הְ ל ְעיֵ ל בְּ ָ רְ שׂ   כֵן ּלֹא  או  ההָל �אֶת � ֶּ  אֶל �
 רֶץ �  גִּיׁרֶ ) ."י (םֶ מ ה ָּ  ֲשׁ רבָ ,א   יֵ רבְנ ְׂ   א�,' ִֵּקָלֵ
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(12) But ה said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust Me enough to affirm My sanctity in the 
sight of the Israelite people, therefore you shall not lead this congregation into the land that I have 
given them.” 
 

 

4.​A PLEA FOR OTHERS TO DAVEN FOR HIM 
10. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (1903-1993), “The Community,” Tradition 17:2 (Spring 1978), 
pp.19-21.http://www.traditiononline.org/news/originals/Volume%2017/No.%202/The%20Com
munity.pdf  
The Halacha has taught the individual to include his fellow man in his prayer. The individual 
must not limit himself to his own needs, no matter how pressing those needs are and how 
distinguished he is. Halacha has formulated prayer in the plural. There is hardly a prayer 
which avails itself of the grammatical singular. Even private prayers, such as those offered 
on the occasion of sickness, death, or other crises, are recited in the plural. 

.וירושלים. ציון אבלי שאר בתוך אתכם ינחם המקום
“May the Almighty comfort thee among all mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.” 

.ישראל. חולי שאר בתוך השמים מן שלמה רפואה שתשלח
“I beseech Thee to cure this individual as well as other sick people and restore them to full 
health” (Shabbat 12a-b). Whatever the needs, the prayer must not be confined to an 
individual. Moses prayed for the community forty days in succession, and God tolerated his 
intercession on behalf of the community. Indeed, He granted atonement to the people. 

'ה' לִפְניֵ וָאֶתְנפַַּל  ִי כ� עָ ְּב רַ ִייוֹ, א עָ ְּב רַ לְָוְא ַי ם �ל   א � ם �י �   תְככּי ,עא � אַ ּ חַט ׁ אֲש ת אָ חֲט  
And I fell before the Lord as before forty days and forty nights; I did not eat bread or drink 
water, for all your sins (Deuteronomy 9:18). 
 
On another occasion, however, when Moses tried to pray to the Almighty, God stopped him 
in the middle. He did not permit him to continue praying; neither did He grant his wish. 
Moses prayed for himself; the Almighty rejected the prayer. 

 ב�'ה' אֶל וָאֶתְחַנּןַ   ָ רְ ְּב עֶ ָּ 'א    ה ץת  ה  ר �   הָהר הַזּהַטּון , בנָ ְּ וְהַל
ְַעב תִ . ויַּ  ר �  י ׁכֶם, וִּ ש א    ה 'א ַ לֵ "ר�    ל� ל �  ֵּרף ֵַלי �

And I besought the Lord at that time saying . . . “O Lord God . . . let me go over and see the 
good land that is beyond the Jordan, that goodly hill country and Lebanon.” But the Lord 
was wroth with me . . . and harkened not unto me, and the Lord said unto me: “Let it suffice; 
speak no more unto Me of this matter” (Ibid. 3:23-26). 
 
When Moses’ prayer was recited in the plural, all the gates of prayer were open and the Lord 
allowed him to intercede many, many days for the people. When Moses changed his prayer 
to the singular, the gates of prayer and loving-kindness were slammed in his face. 
 
The Midrash states that, had the community joined Moses in his prayer, God would have 
granted the request. He would not have rejected the prayer of the many.<19> Unfortunately, 
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the community did not understand the secret of prayer-by-the-many. As a consequence of 
their ignorance, Moses died in the desert. 
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