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Ta'anit 23a — Honi the Circle Maker
It once happened that most of the month of
Adar had passed and rain had still not fallen.
The people sent to Honi the Circle Maker and
said to him, "Pray that rain should fall." He
prayed, but rain did not fall. He drew a circle,
stood inside it, and said before God, "Master
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Numbers 10:9

When you go to war in your land against an

adversary who attacks you, you shall sound a

blast on the trumpets, that you may be

remembered before the Lord your God and be
delivered from your enemies.
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Deuteronomy 4:7

For what great nation is there that has God so

near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we
call upon Him?
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A generation that was low—you raised
through your prayer. A generation bent low
because of sin—you saved through your
prayer."
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Ta'anit 23a— Honi Sleeps for Seventy Years
Rabbi Yohanan said that all his life Honi was
troubled by the verse, "When the Lord
restored the captives of Zion, we were like
dreamers.” He wondered whether anyone
could actually sleep for seventy years. One
day he saw a man planting a carob tree. Honi
asked, "How many years until it bears fruit?"
The man answered, "Seventy years." Honi
asked, "Are you certain you will live seventy
years?" The man replied, "Just as my
ancestors planted for me, so | plant for my
descendants." Honi fell asleep and slept for
seventy years. When he awoke, he saw the

of the Universe! Your children have turned to
me because | am like a member of Your
household. | swear by Your great Name that |
will not move from here until You have mercy
upon Your children.” Rain began to drizzle.
His students said, "Rabbi, we think this rain is
coming only to release you from your oath."
He replied, "1 did not ask for this, but for rain
that fills cisterns, pits, and caves.” The rain
then poured down violently. His students said,
"Rabbi, it appears this rain has come only to
destroy the world." He prayed again, "I did not
ask for this, but for rains of favor, blessing,
and generosity.” The rain then fell gently and
properly until all the people had to ascend the
Temple Mount because of the flooding. They
asked him, "Just as you prayed for the rain to
come, pray that it should stop.” He replied, "I
have received a tradition that one does not
pray over an excess of good." Nevertheless, he
offered a prayer: "Master of the Universe!
Your people Israel, whom You brought out of
Egypt, cannot endure either an excess of
blessing or an excess of suffering. When You
are angry with them they cannot bear it; when
You shower them with abundance they cannot
bear it. May it be Your will that the rain cease
and that relief come to the world."
Immediately the wind blew, the clouds
dispersed, the sun shone, and the people went
out into the fields and gathered mushrooms
and truffles. Shimon ben Shetach sent him this
message: "Were you not Honi, | would decree
excommunication upon you. But what can |
do? You importune God and He fulfills your
wishes, like a son who pesters his father and
the father grants his requests. About you
Scripture says: 'Let your father and mother
rejoice, and let she who bore you be glad.™
The members of the Chamber of Hewn Stone
sent Honi the verse: "You shall decree a thing,
and it shall be established for you, and light
shall shine upon your ways." They explained:
"You decree below, and the Holy One fulfills
your decree above. A generation that was in
darkness—you illuminated with your prayer.
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Ta'anit 23a—b — Abba Hilkiya

Abba Hilkiya, the grandson of Honi the Circle
Maker, was known for bringing rain through
prayer. During a drought, the Sages sent two
scholars to ask him to pray. They found him
working in the fields. He did not return their
greeting because he was a hired laborer and
did not want to waste his employer's time. On
the way home they noticed many unusual
actions: he carried his cloak on one shoulder
and the wood on the other, wore shoes only
when crossing water, lifted his clothing when
passing through thorns, and his wife came out
dressed beautifully to greet him. She entered
the house before he did, and he entered before
the visitors. He did not invite the scholars to
eat. He gave one piece of bread to his older
child and two pieces to the younger. Then he
and his wife went separately to the roof to pray
for rain. The rain clouds first appeared over
the place where his wife stood. When asked
about all these actions, he explained each one.
He did not interrupt his work because he was
paid by the day. The cloak was borrowed only
for wearing, not for carrying wood. Dry land
can be seen, but dangers in water cannot.
Clothing torn by thorns can be repaired, but
flesh cannot. His wife dressed attractively so
he would not look at other women. He did not

planter's grandson harvesting the fruit.
Returning home, no one believed he was
Honi. He entered the study hall and heard the
Sages saying, "Our teachings are as clear as
they were in the days of Honi the Circle
Maker." He told them, "I am Honi," but they
did not believe him or honor him. Deeply
distressed, he prayed for mercy and died. Rava
concluded, "Either companionship or death."
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Ta'anit 25b

The Sages taught that Rabbi Eliezer declared
thirteen public fasts because of a drought, but
no rain fell. At the end of the last fast, the
people began to leave. Rabbi Eliezer said,
"Have you prepared graves for yourselves?"
The people burst into tears, and rain fell. On
another occasion Rabbi Eliezer led the prayers
and recited twenty-four blessings but was not
answered. Rabbi Akiva then led the prayers
and said, "Our Father, our King, we have no
King but You. Our Father, our King, for Your
sake have mercy upon us." Immediately rain
fell. The Sages wondered why Rabbi Akiva
had been answered when Rabbi Eliezer had
not. A Heavenly Voice declared, "It is not
because this one is greater than that one, but
because this one overlooks insults against
himself, whereas the other does not."

invite the visitors to eat because there was not
enough food and he did not want to appear
generous when he could not truly provide. His
younger child received more because the older
one had already eaten at school. His wife's
prayers were answered first because she
regularly gave bread directly to the poor,
helping them immediately, while he gave
money. She also prayed that troublesome
neighbors repent, while he had prayed they
die.
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Ta'anit 23b — Hanan HaNehba

Hanan HaNehba was the son of the daughter
of Honi. Whenever rain was needed,
schoolchildren would come to him, grab the
corners of his cloak, and cry, "Father! Father!
Give us rain!" He would pray, "Master of the
Universe, do it for these children who do not
know the difference between the father who
can provide rain and the Father who provides
rain." He was called Hanan "“the Hidden One"
because he would hide himself in the
bathroom out of humility.

X TNy T 9T Nnyn ndon .6

NNIX X71 NN Xy2 ,KNIYN QT [nn N
NTIA 0 1vaN anY7 pY R .X0n
N0 XN, NNYT W70 .RUIKY

Ta'anit 24a

Rav Nahman declared a public fast and prayed
for rain, but no rain came. He said, "Take
Nahman and throw him from the roof to the
ground.” His heart was broken, and then the
rain came.



