Sefer Yirmiyahu - When Politics & Religion Clash
Class #6 -The Haftara for Tisha b'Av & the destruction of Temple

For Torah in Motion series- by Menachem Leibtag
Intro:

As today's shiur falls out on Tisha b’Av, it will focus on the
Haftara that Chazal chose from Yirmiyahu, and how it can help
understand the deeper meaning of the fast day.

I. Review, the key events that led the Temple's destruction:
A. The fall of the Assyrian empire

B. Yoshiyahu's rise to power & his religious reform

[accompanied by economic growth and territorial expansion]
C. Yoshiyahu's tragic death at Megido / challenging the Egyptian army
D. Yehoyakim's rise to power - and his political dilemma

E. The decree in Year 4 of Yehoyakim /Chapter 25

6od's decision to allow Babylonian conquest
F. Yehoyakim's decision to rebel again Bavel
6. Yehoyachin decision to surrender - saving the city
[first wave of Exile - royal family, industrialists & aristocracy ]
H. Tzidkiyahu appointed vassal king by the Babylonians
I. Tzidkiyahu's decision to rebel in Year 5
J. Nevuzadran is sent to destroy city & Temple

II. The story of the churban in Sefer Yirmiyahu (chapters 37-38)
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3 And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal
the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah
the son of Maaseiah the priest, to the

prophet Jeremiah, saying: 'Pray now

unto the LORD our God for us.’

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out
among the people; for they had not put
him into prison.

5 And Pharaoh’s army was come forth
out of Egypt; and when the Chaldeans
that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings
of them, they broke up from
Jerusalem. {P}

6 Then came the word of the LORD
unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying:

7 'Thus saith the LORD, the God of
Israel: Thus shall ye say to the king of
Judabh, that sent you unto Me to inquire
of Me: Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which
is come forth to help you, shall return to
Egypt into their own land.

8 And the Chaldeans shall return, and
fight against this city; and they shall
take it, and burn it with fire. {P}

9 Thus saith the LORD: Deceive not
yourselves, saying: The Chaldeans
shall surely depart from us; for they
shall not depart.

10 For though ye had smitten the whole
army of the Chaldeans that fight against
you, and there remained but wounded
men among them, yet would they rise
up every man in his tent, and burn this
city with fire.’

11 And it came to pass, that when the army
of the Chaldeans was broken up from
Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, {S}

12 then Jeremiah went forth out of
Jerusalem to go into the land of Benjamin,
to receive his portion there, in the midst of
the people.

13 And when he was in the gate of
Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there,
whose name was Irijah, the son of
Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he
laid hold on Jeremiah the prophet, saying:
'Thou fallest away to the Chaldeans.’
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14 Then said Jeremiah: ’It is false; I fall
not away to the Chaldeans’; but he
hearkened not to him; so Irijah laid
hold on Jeremiah, and brought him to
the princes.

15 And the princes were wroth with
Jeremiah, and smote him, and put him
in prison in the house of Jonathan the
scribe; for they had made that the
prison.

16 When Jeremiah was come into the
dungeon-house, and into the cells, and
Jeremiah had remained there many
days;

17 then Zedekiah the king sent, and
fetched him; and the king asked him
secretly in his house, and said: ’Is there
any word from the LORD?» And
Jeremiah said: 'There is.” He said also:
'Thou shalt be delivered into the hand
of the king of Babylon.’

18 Moreover Jeremiah said unto king
Zedekiah: '"Wherein have I sinned
against thee, or against thy servants, or
against this people, that ye have put me
in prison?

19 Where now are your prophets that
prophesied unto you, saying: The king
of Babylon shall not come against you,
nor against this land?

20 And now hear, I pray thee, O my lord
the king: let my supplication, I pray thee,
be presented before thee; that thou cause
me not to return to the house of Jonathan
the scribe, lest I die there.’

21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded,
and they committed Jeremiah into the court
of the guard, and they gave him daily a loaf
of bread out of the bakers’ street, until all
the bread in the city was spent. Thus
Jeremiah remained in the court of the
guard.

1 And Shephatiah the son of Mattan,
and Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, and
Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur
the son of Malchiah, heard the words
that Jeremiah spoke unto all the people,
saying:
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2 'Thus saith the LORD: He that
remaineth in this city shall die by the
sword, by the famine, and by the
pestilence; but he that goeth forth to the
Chaldeans shall live, and his life shall
be unto him for a prey, and live. {S}

3 Thus saith the LORD: This city shall
surely be given into the hand of the
army of the king of Babylon, and he
shall take it.’

4 Then the princes said unto the king:
'Let this man, we pray thee, be put to
death; forasmuch as he weakeneth the
hands of the men of war that remain in
this city, and the hands of all the people,
in speaking such words unto them; for
this man seeketh not the welfare of this
people, but the hurt.’

§ Then Zedekiah the king said: '‘Behold,
he is in your hand; for the king is not he
that can do any thing against you.’

6 Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him
into the pit of Malchiah the king’s son,
that was in the court of the guard; and
they let down Jeremiah with cords. And
in the pit there was no water, but mire;
and Jeremiah sank in the mire. {S}

7 Now when Ebed-melech the
Ethiopian, an officer, who was in the
king’s house, heard that they had put
Jeremiah in the pit; the king then sitting
in the gate of Benjamin;

8 Ebed-melech went forth out of the
king’s house, and spoke to the king,
saying:

9 'My lord the king, these men have
done evil in all that they have done to
Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have
cast into the pit; and he is like to die in
the place where he is because of the
famine; for there is no more bread in
the city.’

10 Then the king commanded Ebed-
melech the Ethiopian, saying: 'Take
from hence thirty men with thee, and
take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the
pit, before he die.’
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11 So Ebed-melech took the men with
him, and went into the house of the king
under the treasury, and took thence
worn clouts and worn rags, and let them
down by cords into the pit to Jeremiah.

12 And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said
unto Jeremiah: 'Put now these worn
clouts and rags under thine armholes
under the cords.” And Jeremiah did so.

13 So they drew up Jeremiah with the
cords, and took him up out of the pit;
and Jeremiah remained in the court of
the guard. {S}

14 Then Zedekiah the king sent, and
took Jeremiah the prophet unto him into
the third entry that was in the house of
the LORD; and the king said unto
Jeremiah: /I will ask thee a thing; hide
nothing from me.’

15 Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah:
'If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou not
surely put me to death? and if I give thee
counsel, thou wilt not hearken unto me.’

16 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly
unto Jeremiah, saying: 'As the LORD
liveth, that made us this soul, I will not
put thee to death, neither will I give thee
into the hand of these men that seek thy
life {S}

17 Then said Jeremiah unto

Zedekiah: {S} 'Thus saith the LORD,
the God of hosts, the God of Israel: If
thou wilt go forth unto the king of
Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall
live, and this city shall not be burned
with fire; and thou shalt live, thou, and
thy house;

18 but if thou wilt not go forth to the
king of Babylon’s princes, then shall
this city be given into the hand of the
Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with
fire, and thou shalt not escape out of
their hand.’ {S}

19 And Zedekiah the king said unto
Jeremiah: ’'I am afraid of the Jews that
are fallen away to the Chaldeans, lest
they deliver me into their hand, and they
mock me.’
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20 But Jeremiah said: 'They shall not
deliver thee. Hearken, I beseech thee, to
the voice of the LORD, in that which I
speak unto thee; so it shall be well with
thee, and thy soul shall live.

21 But if thou refuse to go forth, this is
the word that the LORD hath shown
me:

22 Behold, all the women that are left in
the king of Judah’s house shall be
brought forth to the king of Babylon’s
princes, and those women shall say:
Thy familiar friends have set thee on,
and have prevailed over thee; thy feet
are sunk in the mire, and they are turned
away back.

23 And they shall bring out all thy wives
and thy children to the Chaldeans; and
thou shalt not escape out of their hand,
but shalt be taken by the hand of the
king of Babylon; and thou shalt cause
this city to be burned with fire.” {S}

24 Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah:
'Let no man know of these words, and
thou shalt not die.

25 But if the princes hear that [ have
talked with thee, and they come unto
thee, and say unto thee: Declare unto us
now what thou hast said unto the king;
hide it not from us, and we will not put
thee to death; also what the king said
unto thee;

26 then thou shalt say unto them: 1
presented my supplication before the
king, that he would not cause me to
return to Jonathan’s house, to die
there.” {P}

27 Then came all the princes unto
Jeremiah, and asked him; and he told
them according to all these words that
the king had commanded. So they left
off speaking with him; for the matter
was not reported.

28 So Jeremiah abode in the court of the
guard until the day that Jerusalem was
taken. {S} And it came to pass, when
Jerusalem was taken--
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1 Thus said the LORD: Go down to the
house of the king of Judah, and speak
there this word,

2 and say: Hear the word of the LORD,
O king of Judah, that sittest upon the
throne of David, thou, and thy servants,
and thy people that enter in by these
gates.

3 Thus saith the LORD: Execute ye
justice and righteousness, and deliver the
spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor;
and do no wrong, do no violence, to the
stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow,
neither shed innocent blood in this place.

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall
there enter in by the gates of this house
kings sitting upon the throne of David,
riding in chariots and on horses, he, and
his servants, and his people.

5 But if ye will not hear these words, |
swear by Myself, saith the LORD, that
this house shall become a

desolation. {P}

6 For thus saith the LORD concerning
the house of the king of Judah: Thou art
Gilead unto Me, the head of Lebanon;
yet surely I will make thee a wilderness,
cities which are not inhabited.

7 And I will prepare destroyers against
thee, every one with his weapons; and
they shall cut down thy choice cedars,

and cast them into the fire.

8 And many nations shall pass by this
city, and they shall say every man to his
neighbour: 'Wherefore hath the LORD
done thus unto this great city?’

9 Then they shall answer: 'Because they
forsook the covenant of the LORD their
God, and worshipped other gods, and
served them.’ {S}
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Note how this unit ends in chapter 23:

10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither
bemoan him; but weep sore for him that
goeth away, for he shall return no more,
nor see his native country.

11 For thus saith the LORD touching
Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah,
who reigned instead of Josiah his father,
and who went forth out of this place: He
shall not return thither any more;

12 but in the place whither they have led
him captive, there shall he die, and he
shall see this land no more. {S}

13 Woe unto him that buildeth his house
by unrighteousness, and his chambers by
injustice; that useth his neighbour’s
service without wages, and giveth him
not his hire;

14 That saith: 'I will build me a wide
house and spacious chambers’, and
cutteth him out windows, and it is ceiled
with cedar, and painted with vermilion.

15 Shalt thou reign, because thou strivest
to excel in cedar? Did not thy father eat
and drink, and do justice and
righteousness? Then it was well with
him.

16 He judged the cause of the poor and
needy; then it was well. Is not this to
know Me? saith the LORD.

17 But thine eyes and thy heart are not
but for thy covetousness, and for
shedding innocent blood, and for
oppression, and for violence, to do

it. {S}

18 Therefore thus saith the LORD
concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,
king of Judah: They shall not lament for
him: 'Ah my brother!’ or: 'Ah sister!’
They shall not lament for him: *Ah lord!’
or: 'Ah his gloryt

19 He shall be buried with the burial of
an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the
gates of Jerusalem. {S}
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IV.The Haftara - chapter 8 & 9
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1 Woe unto the shepherds that destroy and
scatter the sheep of My pasture! saith the
LORD. {S}

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD, the God
of Israel, against the shepherds that feed
My people: Ye have scattered My flock,
and driven them away, and have not taken
care of them; behold, I will visit upon you
the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.

3 And I will gather the remnant of My
flock out of all the countries whither I
have driven them, and will bring them
back to their folds; and they shall be

fruitful and multiply.

4 And I will set up shepherds over them,
who shall feed them; and they shall fear
no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall
any be lacking, saith the LORD. {S}

5 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD,
that I will raise unto David a righteous
shoot, and he shall reign as king and
prosper, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.

6 In his days Judah shall be saved, and
Israel shall dwell safely; and this is his
name whereby he shall be called, The
LORD is our righteousness.

4 Moreover thou shalt say unto them:
Thus saith the LORD: do men fall, and
not rise up again? Doth one turn away,
and not return?

5 Why then is this people of Jerusalem
slidden back by a perpetual backsliding?
They hold fast deceit, they refuse to
return.

6 I attended and listened, but they spoke
not aright; no man repenteth him of his
wickedness, saying: 'What have I done?’
Every one turneth away in his course, as
a horse that rusheth headlong in the
battle.

7 Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth
her appointed times; and the turtle and
the swallow and the crane observe the
time of their coming; but My people
know not the ordinance of the LORD.
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8 How do ye say: '"We are wise, and the
Law of the LORD is with us’? Lo,
certainly in vain hath wrought the vain
pen of the scribes.

9 The wise men are ashamed, they are
dismayed and taken; lo, they have
rejected the word of the LORD; and
what wisdom is in them?

10 Therefore will I give their wives unto
others, and their fields to them that shall
possess them; for from the least even
unto the greatest every one is greedy for
gain, from the prophet even unto the
priest every one dealeth falsely.

11 And they have healed the hurt of the
daughter of My people lightly, saying:
'Peace, peace’, when there is no peace.

12 They shall be put to shame because
they have committed abomination; yea,
they are not at all ashamed, neither know
they how to blush; therefore shall they
fall among them that fall, in the time of
their visitation they shall stumble, saith
the LORD. {P}

13 [ will utterly consume them, saith the
LORD; there are no grapes on the vine,
nor figs on the fig-tree, and the leaf'is
faded; and I gave them that which they
transgress.

14 'Why do we sit still? Assemble
yourselves, and let us enter into the
fortified cities, and let us be cut off there;
for the LORD our God hath cut us off,
and given us water of gall to drink,
because we have sinned against the
LORD.

15 We looked for peace, but no good
came; and for a time of healing, and
behold terror!’

16 The snorting of his horses is heard
from Dan; at the sound of the neighing
of his strong ones the whole land
trembleth; for they are come, and have
devoured the land and all that is in it, the
city and those that dwell therein. {P}

17 For, behold, I will send serpents,
basilisks, among you, which will not be
charmed; and they shall bite you, saith
the LORD. {S}
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18 Though I would take comfort against
sorrow, my heart is faint within me.

19 Behold the voice of the cry of the
daughter of my people from a land far
off: ’/Is not the LORD in Zion? Is not her
King in her--"Why have they provoked
Me with their graven images, and with
strange vanities?’--

20 'The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved.’

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my
people am I seized with anguish; I am
black, appalment hath taken hold on me.

22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no
physician there? Why then is not the
health of the daughter of my people
recovered? {S}

23 Oh that my head were waters, and
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might
weep day and night for the slain of the
daughter of my people!

1 Oh that I were in the wilderness, in a
lodging-place of wayfaring men, that I
might leave my people, and go from
them! For they are all adulterers, an
assembly of treacherous men.

2 And they bend their tongue, their bow
of falsehood; and they are grown mighty
in the land, but not for truth; for they
proceed from evil to evil, and Me they
know not, saith the LORD.

3 Take ye heed every one of his
neighbour, and trust ye not in any
brother; for every brother acteth subtly,
and every neighbour goeth about with
slanders.

4 And they deceive every one his
neighbour, and truth they speak not; they
have taught their tongue to speak lies,
they weary themselves to commit
iniquity.

5 Thy habitation is in the midst of deceit;
through deceit they refuse to know Me,
saith the LORD. {S}
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6 Therefore thus saith the LORD of
hosts: behold, I will smelt them, and try
them; for how else should I do, because
of the daughter of My people?

7 Their tongue is a sharpened arrow, it
speaketh deceit; one speaketh peaceably
to his neighbour with his mouth, but in
his heart he layeth wait for him.

8 Shall I not punish them for these
things? saith the LORD; shall not My
soul be avenged on such a nation as
this? {S}

9 For the mountains will I take up a
weeping and wailing, and for the
pastures of the wilderness a lamentation,
because they are burned up, so that none
passeth through. And they hear not the
voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the
heavens and the beast are fled, and gone.

10 And I will make Jerusalem heaps, a
lair of jackals; and I will make the cities
of Judah a desolation, without an
inhabitant. {S}

11 Who is the wise man, that he may
understand this? And who is he to whom
the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that
he may declare it? Wherefore is the land
perished and laid waste like a wilderness,
so that none passeth through? {S}

12 And the LORD saith: Because they
have forsaken My law which I set before
them, and have not hearkened to My
voice, neither walked therein;

13 But have walked after the
stubbornness of their own heart, and
after the Baalim, which their fathers
taught them. {P}

14 Therefore thus saith the LORD of
hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will
feed them, even this people, with
wormwood, and give them water of gall
to drink.

15 I will scatter them also among the
nations, whom neither they nor their
fathers have known; and I will send the
sword after them, till I have consumed
them. {P}
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16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts:
Consider ye, and call for the mourning
women, that they may come; and send
for the wise women, that they may come;

17 And let them make haste, and take up
a wailing for us, that our eyes may run
down with tears, and our eyelids gush
out with waters.

18 For a voice of wailing is heard out of
Zion: "How are we undone! We are
greatly confounded, because we have
forsaken the land, because our dwellings
have cast us out.’ {S}

19 Yea, hear the word of the LORD, O ye
women, and let your ear receive the word
of His mouth, and teach your daughters
wailing, and every one her neighbour
lamentation:

20 'For death is come up into our
windows, it is entered into our palaces, to
cut off the children from the street, and
the young men from the broad places.--

21 Speak: Thus saith the LORD--And
the carcasses of men fall as dung upon
the open field, and as the handful after
the harvestman, which none
gathereth.’ {S}

22 Thus saith the LORD: Let not the
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let
the mighty man glory in his mlght let
not the rich man glory in his riches;

23 But let him that glorieth glory in this,
that he understandeth, and knoweth Me,
that I am the LORD who exercise mercy,
justice, and righteousness, in the earth;
for in these things I delight, saith the
LORD.



