Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #21

The conclusion or Sefer Vayikra, and how it explains Matan Torah
Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

This week - we study the final 3 chapters of Sefer Vayikra - in attempt to
better understand the events that took place at Matan Torah - as we consider which
laws were given ON Har Sinai in contrast to what was given AT Har Sinai.

Discussion:
Time line of the events at Har Sinai (and their logic/purpose)
Which laws were given: (consider when given vs. when recorded)
Before Matan Torah (re: Exodus, Mara, Manna etc.)
At Matan Torah
During the first 40 days
During the second 40 days
After the Mishkan was assembled & dedicated
Also - which laws were given AFTER Am Yisrael left Har Sinai

Discuss - units in Chumash, and how to identify them-

Examples:
The Dibrot
The "ko tomar” unit [Shmot 20:19 thru end of chapter 23]
The commandment to build the Mishkan [chapters 25 thru 31]
The units in Sefer Vayikra [korbanot / torot/ moadim etc.]
Short units, including those in Sefer Bamidbar [nazir, sota, etc.]

The core assumptions made by the commentators re: how the Torah was written
[Basically Ramban vs. Chazal re: “mukdam u'm‘uchar”]

I. Chizkuni's commentary on Shmot 34:32
When Moshe Rabeinu descends Mount Sinai with the 2nd Luchot
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1D 772 1K 7727wk 3 nx, "all the commandments that God had spoken
to him about while he had been on Mount Sinai on his first and
third stay on the Mountain, as well as all the commandments that
He had communicated to him from Nissan when they had left
Egypt until the twentieth of Iyar in the second year when they
broke camp around the Mountain.

However, according to the Talmud in tractate Gittin folio 60, the
written Torah, 1.e. in scroll form, he wrote down personally, one
parchment at a time. When Moses made ready to leave this
carth, he arranged these parchments in the order in which we
read them nowadays according to the order he considered
appropriate.

II. The two units at the end of Sefer Vayikra
See chapters 25 thru 26
With its opening and concluding lines
Then chapter 27 - noting what each is summarizing

LN L, 20UDWRT 2PRT TN M
DRI 912 1Y 103,77 103 WK
. RHA-T93 9399 T3-

VS.

-TRIA-NR T IR R L NIXRg PN 7O

D10 ,033 DRI %32-98-



III. First Ramban on Parshat Behar [Vayikra 25:1]
JIRII INIY DRI W90 1IN,
Quotes Ibn Ezra after quoting Rashi quoting chzal
,("R:1"D RPN HY RMP 1aAR) K™ 0K
(172 mnw) D™AWATD PRI NWID3 N2IN37 N"20 NNT ™3
NN W97 93 1777 VORI M0 ANN21 TR YW ARl ows) S0 103pwo

DiNaWn YamY AYnR 7em L (70" ®IpM) PIrn ninaw S nipna ox nwiaa ok 12 (0™

1133 7793 182 N3N °2 AT "9
i nimd 52p5 ow indpa "o 902" wina 03
nimS 59 o1iwvsTn o 0WaIR NYNNa '3 ;P MR
Dwawna 53 NRY N 2T 92 PR N™M30 9903 NWh 202 NiNwRIn
,(N 73 Mnw) opn 5p 020 0T P ,DYW DMK

R0 N0 190aN BRI NIMDD NARWN 9303 IRVNWYII
,1"apn HuR
nivw nimba nwihh n"apn nynaws
,(* 75 0w) "ma N7 i 3R NRIY ,NWTN N3 N
MITWRID MM123 DDIYRD 17K TT03 MRRIY NIWLND NiYna oY T
NR N™M3 708 N2 TR DMIT0 79 OD "3 AN DT K T2 302" oK)
(12 p1oa DW) "ORIY?
DIN2Y MANY WIPN NNID N33 D020 1RNG) 1"apn ag
52 51 nisiwRID nivan 93 Sy MivrI2 anw ,niv%opas nidra
52 nR1 ‘1 27 52 nR" AIIWRID N33 08IY 10D ,070aWnRi
(372 0W) "ovavnn



ovpnn AR" (1" RIp) NiN2ing §ioa 1823 TR 72709
T3P0 903 DRI 33 P03 ' 03 WY NN 0oawnm
NIIWRID D23 NRIY D0awm nivan 93 O8 min K10, "nwh
NN 1M23 172 PV ,D02WRN N281 1703

PEIRIIY 02 5723 Mawa MRk TR NMA0 1903
MWD DRI 033 10w ,h0) TAnwoR nIvawn mawny ngw
VI RITRTI 79793 NN

DIIWKRT O DWIIRI KINY AIWRID NM20 N2

12WRD 5Y IWh oY)

NR DIYI AWH T W ™3 09 ninaY i n"apn 15 nxanawos
(7975 0W) "0 773 1INk 1 N WK 52

07230 13WnD Apyn MM

T NP2 D7 VORI PRI N3 I 52 DY AP0 2R 1]
JaWna nar9na (8 15 nnw) "onk nvpY 'n Mg WK 0™MaTo
NATIN NN D72 IR, TN PIVYR IRYN ,ANAYI 1377 D3P NI
TR SR RPN TR DRI TR, ININZR IOWM 13w 1Y)
(R 8 RIP7) "TwIN Sk POR N AT

112 HRY 08 O SO My W L0705 N7iR 5221 Ni1aapa
TR DR 212 93 O

D27 W87 'I'D 03 OWa NIk MY TV ,007 0K D7UN WD)
YN M3 D0SWAM Miged 92 50 037 ninay 93] AYRwa
MY 1783



IV. Ramban’s introduction to Sefer Vayikra
Recall first our outline

BASIC OUTLINE & Flow of Topic

I. Korbanot
1->3 - Voluntary offerings ["nedava”]
4->5 - Mandatory offerings ["chova”]
6->7 - How to bring the offerings ["torot” - for the kohanim]

II. The story of the dedication of the Mishkan /
8 ->10 The 7 days of the 'miluim’ / 8™ day / & Tragedy

III. When man ‘cannot’' come close to God [temporarily]
11-15 "tumah” / How you contract it & how to get rid of it
16 - Entering the Holy of Holies - When/ How / Who
17 - Respect for the Temple

IV. "kedusha” in the realm of ‘people’
18->20 - Act according to your holiness / do's & don'ts
21->22 - Special laws for the “kohanim” (in the camp)

V. “kedusha” in the realm of time
23 - The "moadim” - holidays/ when Am Yisrael meets God
24 - daily & weekly symbols / + a special story

VI. “kedusha” in the realm of space
25- “"shmitta” & the Land of Israel
26 - Blessings & Curses - on the Covenant

VII. 27 - Epilogue - Man offering ‘himself’ to God [“erchin”]

We suggested, two halves, and attempted to explain why,
relating to the underlying purpose of visiting the Mishkan

i.e. to remember our commitment at Har Sinai....



Let’s note how Ramban ties everything together:
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'VAYIKRA' (AND HE CALLED). This book is the law of the priests and the Levites.

In it G-d explains matters concerned with all the offerings and watching over the Tabernacle
[that it should not become defiled]. This is because one book [i.e., the second book of the
Torah] was dedicated to the Egyptian exile and the redemption therefrom, and He completed



it with an account of the building of the Tent of Meeting and the Glory of G-d which filled
the Tabernacle, therefore He now commanded Moses about the offerings and about watching
over the Tabernacle, in order that the offerings effect atonement for [the children of] Israel,
and that their sins should not bring about the removal of the Divine Glory.

Thus He commanded the priests that come near unto the Eternal that they sanctify
themselves, warning them against defilement of the Sanctuary and its hallowed offerings, and
also that they are not fo break through to come up unto the Eternal, just as He said, Speak
unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the veil,
before the ark-cover which is upon the ark, that he die not, for I appear in the cloud upon

the ark-cover, which is similar to the warning [given at the Revelation] lest they break
through unto the Eternal to gaze, and many of them perish.

After that He set limits to the Tabernacle, even as He had marked off Mount Sinai when the
Glory of the G-d of Israel was there. Thus the greatest part of this book deals with the
offerings, the laws of the offering itself and of those who perform its rite and of the place
where it is to be brought; some commandments are also mentioned incidentally to those
dealing with the offerings.

Thus at first He commanded concerning the freewill offerings, and prohibited the eating of
fat and blood on account of [mentioning] them. Following that He commanded concerning
the offerings that are to be brought upon committing a sin, and incidentally to these He
mentioned the laws of forbidden foods; for they defile the person, and he who eats them or
touches them must not touch any hallowed thing, nor come into the Sanctuary, and if he does
go in there [or eat of the hallowed things] while in a state of uncleanness, he has to bring the
offering of higher or lower value which He had already mentioned. After that it was
necessary to mention the law of the leper and the ordinances of the woman in childbirth and
of the zav and zavah, in order to tell that they must bring an offering [at the end of the period
of their uncleanness], and to warn them further concerning their uncleanness — as He said at
the end [of these laws], Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness;
that they die not in their uncleanness, when they defile My Tabernacle that is in the midst of
them. As a result of mentioning these laws,

He warned afterwards about those persons with whom it is forbidden to have sexual
relations, since association with them defiles, and their sin is called "defilement" and brings
about the removal of the Divine Glory, and exile. Besides, he who commits any of these sins
[of forbidden sexual relations] unwillfully, must bring the sin-offering which He mentioned
already in the verse, And if anyone sin through error. Following that He mentioned the
commandment of the Sabbath and the appointed seasons of the Eternal on account of the
offerings [which are brought on those days], just as He said, These are the appointed seasons
of the Eternal etc. to bring an offering made by fire unto the Eternal. In most of the sections
of this book He speaks with reference to the priests: Speak unto Aaron, and to his sons;
Command Aaron and his sons. In the section of Kedoshim however, there are some
commandments addressed to the children of Israel, but most of them are mentioned because
of some connection with the offerings or matters similar to them. I will explain them in their
place with the help of the Holy One, blessed be He.



