Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #17
The ‘holiday calendar’ in Sefer Vayikra & the number 7

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

As we approach the spring holiday season, we will dedicate the next few
weeks of our study to the holidays in Sefer Vayikra, especially those in
Parshat Emor, paying attention to how they relate to the rest of the book.

I. 'Sub units’ in the second half of Vayikra

In our study of Parshat Behar over the last two weeks, we noted how
chapters 25->26 for a distinct unit, as does chapter 27

To begin today's shiur, we will note all the sub-units’ in the second half
of Vayikra - beginning with chapter 18

I. the units that begin with a new “dibur”
Chapter 18 - Intro & “arayot”
Chapter 19 - Kedoshim t'hi'yu [application of the Ten Commandments]
Chapter 20 - similar to chapter 18 - with punishments
Chapter 21 - laws directed to the Kohanim [behavior outside the Mikdash]
& laws directed to the Kohain Gadol
[notice the triple summary verse, summarizing 3 sub-units]
Chapter 22 - Three “"dibur”s - to different groups, but related topics
[proper respect for sacrificial rites - "gavra & cheftza”]
Note special conclusion verse]
Chapter 23 - Moadei Hashem
Note the matching closure at the end of the chapter
But it includes several “diburs” within that unit -
Chapter 24 one dibur re: Avodat Tamid in the Mikdash
Followed by a short naarative & related laws from Mishpatim

II. The Biblical history of 'seven’
Breishit chapter 1 - review
The story of the manna is Shmot chapter 16
The mitzva of shabbat in Shmot chapter 20
The laws in Shmot 23:9-17, in their context
Shabbat after the Mishkan in Shmot 31:12-17 [7th dibur]
Seven days of the “"miluim” in Shmot 29 & Vayikra 8
Seven in the “"kapara” rituals in Vayikra chapter 12 thru 16

Discuss - what might tie all these topics together.



III. Moadei Hashem - the unit of chapter 23
Note ‘moadim’ vs. ‘shabbatot’
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IV. The first 'shabbat’ Shmot chapter 16
A. "OMER" - something to count, or something to eat!

1. Manna - as preparation for Mount Sinai /Shmot 16:4
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2. Taking as much as one ‘needs’, but not on shabbat / see 16:16-20
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3. An ‘omer’' of the manna - in the Holy of Hollies! /see 16:33-34
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4. How much does an ‘omer’ weigh? / see 16:36
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B. Counting the days - from Pesach till Shavuot - Vayikra chapter 23

[To remember the 'manna’ when we harvest our own grain!]
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C. Remembering to forget the ‘omer’ / Devarim 24:19
When you gather your grain- think about the ‘other’
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D. Reason for ‘'manna’ according to Moshe Rabeinu /Devarim 8:1-18
To PREPARE you for the spiritual dangers of prosperity!
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E. The mitzvah of Hakhel: Devarim 31:10-14/ relive Matan Torah
YN , 0 YAV PR IR DNIR ,AWH RN . &Y

wnb--...OP-NR 50P0 27 . . nisen ana--NVRYD NIY

...t IR0

F. The shemitta cycle in Vayikra 35:1-7- Preparation for Hakhel
The only commandment introduced with phrase: '‘beHAR SINAT'!
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