Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #16
The concept of ‘covenant’ in Sefer Vayikra

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION
This week, we continue our study of Parshat Be'har - and will focus on
how it relates directly to the Biblical theme of ‘covenant’ ["brit”].

I. The word "brit” appears 10 times in Sefer Vayikra
Once in regard to 'salt’ on all korbanot
Once in regard to shabbat - matching Shmot 31:12-17
& EIGHT times on the tochacha of chapter 26
[From alhaTorah website searching the word "brit" -in Chumash]
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Note the obvious connections to “brit Milah” - Breishit chapter 17
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II. Discuss the ‘rental contract’ analogy
Re: when do you discuss ‘conditions’ before or after signing
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IIT. The covenant at Sinai Shmot 19
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Vayikra/26.46
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/24.8

Discuss why Parshat Behar could have been given
before Matan Torah, but also whey it couldn't

IV. Vayikra chapter 25

1 And the LORD spoke unto

SRRY D 2 ,NWUN-DR M 2T R weses in mount s, seying

2 Speak unto the children of

1N3n ’3 ,Dﬂsg njp&] ,BNWW’ ’JJ—EN ﬁ:'[ 2 Israel, and say unto them: When
0 cTT T T T T ; : ye come into the land which I give
you, then shall the land keep a

_D?t? InJ ’JK_’Q jw;:{ 9?7133':7& sabbath unto the LORD.
M2 N3Y PR NIV

Compare with Breishit 17:8 !!

. L . Co 3 Six years thou shalt sow thy
;?[Dj; jnrn D’J‘Ty wW1 ,?l'-n_ry 377_'m D’JLU ww J field, and six years thou shalt

prune thy vineyard, and gather in

. an}:n_nN ,gspg] the produce thereof.

. 4 But in the seventh year shall be
__ng‘? n:a? nn;‘.ﬁ n;w ,np’;‘?t‘ n;@;ﬂ T a sabbath of solemn rest for the
land, a sabbath unto the LORD;

.jnrn Ns ?”]j;] ,yjr'('n th ?I"”TD :nlnﬁz? ’n;w thou shalt neither sow thy field,

= nor prune thy vineyard.

5 That which groweth of itself of

?l.j’.u ’:JU'NN1 )j]gpn Nt? qj’gp n’DD nN f thy harvest thou shalt not reap,
o . o ' . ' ' and the grapes of thy undressed

Pjg? nvnv ,un;W n;w jg:‘n N vine thou shalt ot gather; it shall

be a year of solemn rest for the
land.

' 6 And the sabbath-produce of
TIOW 1--TPDR7 03 PINT N2 NI 1 ettt e
. . for thy r;\aid, and for thy hired
.-U;D ’Dﬁjéa ’:[:'(Tylnb] ’?l’jﬁjw%] ;?[nplgt?] servant and for the settler by

* thy side that sojourn with thee;

7 and for thy cattle, and for the

'27; n,nn I?[¥783 ng ,nznt?]_'TnDHZE.' T beasts that are in thy land, shall

all the increase thereof be for

{D} '75&:7 ,m]g;zq:uzq food. {S}
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8 And thou shalt number seven
sabbaths of years unto thee,
seven fimes seven years; and
there shall be unto thee the days
of seven sabbaths of years, even
forty and nine years.

9 Then shalt thou make
proclamation with the blast of
the horn on the tenth day of the
seventh month; in the day of
atonement shall ye make
proclamation with the horn
throughout all your land.

10 And ye shall hallow the fiftieth
year, and proclaim liberty
throughout the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof: it shall be a
jubilee unto you; and ye shall
return every man unto his
possession, and ye shall return
every man unto his family.

11 A jubilee shall that fiftieth
year be unto you; ye shall not sow,
neither reap that which groweth
of itself in it, nor gather the
grapes in it of the undressed
vines.

12 For it is a jubilee; it shall be
holy unto you; ye shall eat the
increase thereof out of the field.

13 In this year of jubilee ye shall
return every man unto his
possession.

14 And if thou sell aught unto thy
neighbour, or buy of thy
neighbour's hand, ye shall not
wrong one another.

15 According to the number of
years after the jubilee thou shalt
buy of thy neighbour, and
according unto the number of

¢ years of the crops he shall sell

unto thee.
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16 According to the multitude of
the years thou shalt increase the
price thereof, and according to
the fewness of the years thou
shalt diminish the price of it; for
the number of crops doth he sell
unto thee.

17 And ye shall not wrong one
another; but thou shalt fear thy
God; for I am the LORD your God.

18 Wherefore ye shall do My
statutes, and keep Mine
ordinances and do them; and ye
shall dwell in the land in safety.

19 And the land shall yield her
fruit, and ye shall eat until ye
have enough, and dwell therein in
safety.

20 And if ye shall say: 'What
shall we eat the seventh year?
behold, we may not sow, nor

} gather in our increase’;

21 then I will command My

blessing upon you in the sixth
year, and it shall bring forth
produce for the three years.

22 And ye shall sow the eighth
year, and eat of the produce, the
old store; until the ninth year,
until her produce come in, ye shall
eat the old store.

23 And the land shall not be sold
in perpetuity: for the land is
Mine; for ye are strangers and
settlers with Me.

24 And in all the land of your
possession ye shall grant a
redemption for the land. {S}

25 If thy brother be waxen poor,
and sell some of his possession,
then shall his kinsman that is next
unto him come, and shall redeem
that which his brother hath sold.

26 And if a man have no one to redeem it, and he be
waxen rich and find sufficient means to redeem it;



27 then let him count the years of the sale thereof,

—j;@ ng W’N:? ) q-ry‘j—nx :7w,-n ,1“;00 ’Jw—nN ,:Wrn TD and restore the overplus unto the man to whom he

sold it; and he shall return unto his possession.
oY 2w ;15

28 But if he have not sufficient means to get it back

nIpn Ta NN T9--19 W YT T OIRYD-ND DRI T for hinself, then that which he hath sald shall remain
T T T TT ° T - T TET " in the hand of him that hath bought it until the year
of jubilee; and in the jubilee it shall go out, and he

{o} 1n1n§'_7 ,AW) 5153 ,RYM 521 NIW TY NI srllreununto i psessin 1)

. . . . .. . . 29 And if a man sell a dwelling-house in a walled city,
n;w Dﬂ-'ﬂ] ,1“?&} nl:l’njﬂ--ﬂ@ﬂ'l j’u :W’[D'ﬂ’: WDD’-’D ,W’N1 VD thenhe may redeem it within a whole year after it is

sold; for a full year shall he have the right of

Jnl?NJ n,nn ,D’D: ﬂjgnu redemption.

. . Lo . . 30 And if it be not redeemed within the space of a
RO-IWK TR MAD OP--1A0 I 12 NROD-TY ORI-KD DRY D fullyear, then the house nat i n she walled ety shol

be made sure in perpetuity to him that bought it,

.?7:,; ,xg, xs ﬂ,gj.rs ,11‘!& I—IJP? nn,ny§ npn (1?7) throughout his generations; it shall not go out in the

jubilee.

. . . 31 But the houses of the villages which have no wall
,szscl TI'I'W—SI_J--Z’ZQ ﬂf;ﬂ DTI:?-]’N WWI_*Z ,D’-lg]_-la ’n;] &s round about them shall be reckoned with the fields of

the country; they may be redeemed, and they shall go

.Ng’ ,?7:,;1 ,1?7_n,nn ,H?NJ ::wU, out in the jubilee.

. 32 But as for the cities of the Levites, the houses of
.D’f?z? ﬂ’ﬂn ,D:WSJ nb&l :DDIH_& ’jg ,’n;__D’1$U ,’jy] :’7 the cities of their possession, the Levites shall have a

perpetual right of redemption.

. . . 33 And if a man purchase of the Levites, then the
’jg ’n;l ’3 :5:’; UTTFHB j’lﬂ ﬂ’;-'@ﬂn N¥:1 ,D’15G_TD 68}’ 'IWB] l’? house that was sold in the city of his possession, shall

go out in the jubilee; for the houses of the cities of

.ijW’ ,J: ,.nn: ,DIJIHS N]ﬂ ,D“SU the Levites are their possession among the children of

Israel.

. . . . 34 But the fields of the open land about their cities
{o} .on% X101 0% MINR-"2 7217 8D, D0 WA NI T2 ey not be s for that s hei perpetua

possession. {S}

. 35 And if thy brother be waxen
'-*[Q” 17: n‘?@’ ,:Png .’nnz"DI nt7 poor, and his means fail with
thee; then thou shalt uphold him:

.'I'QD 7]:‘1 :\Tyu-n jl ,1: DPIHT”_ as a stranger and a settler shall

he live with thee.

36 Take thou no interest of him

;?[’Tl%ND DN1:1 ,n’njn1 TWJ lnxn nl?n'bg 15 or increase; but fear thy God:;

that thy brother may live with
note connection to Shmot 22:23-26 -[QIJ ,ﬂ"ﬂiﬁ MY thee.

37 Thou shalt not give him thy

'Ns ,ﬂ’ZWD:U ;TWJJ ,15 Tnn'xs_'-[s D;_nN Tt? money upon interest, nor give him
thy victuals for increase.

228100

38 T am the LORD your God, who

,D;DR ’n&giﬂ-'ﬂ?t_'f ,D?’ﬁsg nlnz ,’;8 ns brought you forth out of the land

© D

of Egypt, to give you the land of

,II_J;? n§-n§ D?? nn?--nngp m§p Canaan, to be your God. {S}

{o} .o o2% ninnh

Note connection to Brit Milah psukim!
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39 And if thy brother be waxen
poor with thee, and sell himself
unto thee, thou shalt not make
him to serve as a bondservant.

40 As a hired servant, and as a
settler, he shall be with thee; he
shall serve with thee unto the
year of jubilee.

41 Then shall he go out from
thee, he and his children with
him, and shall return unto his own
family, and unto the possession of
his fathers shall he return.

42 For they are My servants,
whom I brought forth out of the
land of Egypt; they shall not be
sold as bondmen.

43 Thou shalt not rule over him
with rigour; but shalt fear thy
God.

44 And as for thy bondmen, and
thy bondmaids, whom thou mayest
have: of the nations that are
round about you, of them shall ye
buy bondmen and bondmaids.

45 Moreover of the children of
the strangers that do sojourn
among you, of them may ye buy,
and of their families that are
with you, which they have
begotten in your land; and they
may be your possession.

46 And ye may make them an
inheritance for your children
after you, to hold for a
possession: of them may ye take
your bondmen for ever; but over
your brethren the children of
Israel ye shall not rule, one over
another, with rigour. {S}

47 And if a stranger who is a
settler with thee be waxen rich,
and thy brother be waxen poor
beside him, and sell himself unto
the stranger who is a settler with
thee, or to the offshoot of a
stranger's family,

48 after that he is sold he may
be redeemed; one of his brethren
may redeem him;
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redeem him; or if he be waxen rich, he may redeem

.17;;1331 ,172 n’},wn himself.

. c . . . . . . 50 And he shall reckon with him that bought him from
,ﬁ?DD L.IDD n:lj1 ;53’3 DJW -I'I_J ,1:7 11:@” I'IJWD ,1an'DD ,3‘_”“1 I the year that he sold himself to him unto the year of

Jjubilee; and the price of his sale shall be according

JDH n’n, ,j’:iy ,p,a ,D’J‘_Zr} -1‘._'1 DD: unto the number of years; according fo the time of a

hired servant shall he be with him.

. . . . . . 51 If there be yet many years, according unto them
.'ln;PD ‘]UDD ,1nt?NJ :’w: ]ﬂ’ﬂs"D’J@’; ,n1:-l '”37-DN &J he shall give back the price of his redemption out of

the money that he was bought for.

. . . . . . . . 52 And if there remain but few years unto the year of
-NN J’W: ,V;‘TU ,DD ;15':‘?“1"5:’6 n;w-'l'l] ,D’J‘Ty; WBWJ 0DD'DN1 :J jubilee, then he shall reckon with him; according unto
) : : : : : : his years shall he give back the price of his

. 1n3?x:‘ redemption.

53 As a servant hired year by year shall he be with

5[’1’17'7 ,'[753 137“"&5 ;1DD ﬂ’ﬂ’ ,ﬂ;'(TUJ ﬂg'(TU W’DWD 33 him; he shall not rule with rigour over him in thy sight.

. . . . 54 And if he be not redeemed by any of these means,
JRD 1323 RN ,520 NIW RY--TIRD IR KD-DRT T tren heshll oo cut i he yar of juiee, he and his

children with him.

55 For unto Me the children of

-1‘?8 aDU ’-!;y --D,-!;Q ,:781‘..”?-,;; ’t?-’p inJ Israel are servants; they are My
o ) ; ; ) servants whom I brought forth

.D?ﬁn'sgs nln‘: ,?;_R: :D?j,gp P...‘Np DIJiN ’ngiﬂ out of the land of Egypt: I am the

22 LORD your God.
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The tochacha — [how to pay your rent]
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Notice - the word “shemitta” is not mentioned
Only “shabbat” !

Note as well, its mention in Parshat Mishpatim

Are these 'introductions’ or 'summaries’
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[Note how the shmitta laws affect all years]
Effect of 7t" year on the six years

Effect of the Yovel year on all land purchases!

V. Shemitta in Parshat Behar- in light of the Manna in Shmot

A. "OMER" - something to count, or something to eat!

1. Manna - as preparation for Mount Sinai /Shmot 16:4
-1 0N 025 RN W ,AWR-HR 1 NN T 1 ps v
T2 WOIR N7 inta oP-127 1Y) DY) Ky ONWD
..N5-OR *n1ina
2. Taking as much as one ‘needs’, but not on shabbat / see 16:16-20
198 *0Y YR 1300 10PY N MY WK ,13T0 Lo
...713707]

3. An ‘omer’' of the manna - in the Holy of Hollies! /see 16:33-34

4. How much does an ‘omer’ weigh? / see 16:36

[ 1/10 of an eifa pwy=] NI/ Tlg’lgtcl n’7WP ,773}701 H

B. Counting the days - from Pesach till Shavuot - Vayikra chapter 23

[To remember the ‘manna’ when we harvest our own grain!]
D098 MIAKRT ORIV 113-58 927 0. KRG NWR-OR N 92T O 1 pra xpn
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C. Remembering to forget the ‘omer’ / Devarim 24:19
When you gather your grain- think about the ‘other'

-—-IPNRY 2V N5, NTa MY DNIYI 7102 TP 18PN 2D v

D. Reason for ‘'manna’ according to Moshe Rabeinu /Devarim 8:1-18
To PREPARE you for the spiritual dangers of prosperity!
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E. The mitzvah of Hakhel: Devarim 31:10-14/ relive Matan Torah
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F. The shemitta cycle in Vayikra 35:1-7- Preparation for Hakhel
The only commandment introduced with phrase: '‘beHAR SINAT'!
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