Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #3
The korban “chatat” —‘ atonement’ or ‘cleansing’

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

Chapters 4 & 5 in Vayikra discuss the “chatat” (and “asham”) - and they
are commonly referred to as 'sin offerings’- But is it possible that a chatat
might be offered for a reason other than sin? In today's class, we explore
this topic.

I. Review SEFER VAYIKRA - BASIC OUTLINE & Flow of Topic

I. Korbanot
1->3 - Voluntary offerings ["nedava”]
4->5 - Mandatory offerings [“"chova”]
6->7 - How to bring the offerings ["torot” - for the kohanim]

II. The story of the dedication of the Mishkan /
8 ->10 The 7 days of the 'miluim’ / 8™ day / & Tragedy

III. When man ‘cannot’ come close to God [temporarily]
11-15 “"tumah” / How you contract it & how to get rid of it
16 - Entering the Holy of Holies - When/ How / Who
17 - Respect for the Temple

IV. “kedusha” in the realm of ‘'people’
18->20 - Act according to your holiness / do's & don'ts
21->22 - Special laws for the “kohanim”

V. “kedusha” in the realm of time
23 - The "moadim” - holidays/ when Am Yisrael meets God
24 - daily & weekly symbols / + special story

VI. “kedusha” in the realm of space

25- "shmitta” & the Land of Israel
26 - Blessings & Curses - on the Covenant

VII. 27 - Epilogue - Man offering 'himself’ to 6od [“erchin”]



II. Vayikra chapters 1 thru 7 - ‘Menu driven’

Welcome to the
Temple

Visitor or
Employee
[

Visitor -What did

you do Wrong? Sfglioyes

What do you need
to offer? - Go to
Vayikra chapters 6

&7

Nothing - just visit - | have sinned - go

go to Vayikra
chapters 1->3

to Vayikra chapters
48&5

J

What makes chapters 1 thru 3 a distinct unit?
One "dibur” - & one 'header
All 'voluntary' & all "reyach nichoach”
Similar structure in the presentation
Note how it is also the 'opening’ section of the book

What makes chapters 4 thru 5 a distinct unit?
multiple “dibur”s - but similar style :
case / personal status /animal’
All ‘obligatory’ & all mention “"kapara” - except the first onel
Similar structure in the presentation
All begin with "s'micha” / shchita - same place as Olah

Cheylev on altar - just like the Shlamim
Left over blood poured onto the ‘'yesod haMizbeyach”



Flow chart of chapters 4 & 5

Note what ties all of these cases together

But also what makes each ‘parshia’ unique

Note how in each, the blood sprinkling is ‘like the OLAH'
The fat on the altar - is like the SHLAMIM

Chapter 4 emphasizes “"semmicha”

5:1-13 - VIDUUY

5:14-26 - returning what was taken

Discuss, what might be the meaning of ASHAM
SHOGEG - not aware of what I was doing
(if T was aware, I would not have done it)
ASHAM - not aware that I was doing anything wrong
(afterward, I realized that what I did was wrong)



ITII. The korbanot at the covenant at Sinai - Shmot 24
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Review how & why a visit to the Temple should remind the
visitor of this key event in our national history, and how it
reminds us of our covenantal commitment.



IV. The first mention of a “"chatat” offering
Shmot chapter 29 - during the ‘7 day miluim’
Which dedicated the “kohanim” to officiate
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1 And this is the thing that thou shalt do unto
them to hallow them, to minister unto Me in the
priest's office: take one young bullock and two
rams without blemish,

2 and unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened
mingled with oil, and wafers unleavened spread
with oil; of fine wheaten flour shalt thou make
them.

3 And thou shalt put them into one basket, and
bring them in the basket, with the bullock and
the two rams.

4 And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto
the door of the tent of meeting, and shalt wash
them with water.

5 And thou shalt take the garments, and put upon
Aaron the tunic, and the robe of the ephod, and
the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with
the skilfully woven band of the ephod.

6 And thou shalt set the mitre upon his head, and
put the holy crown upon the mitre.

7 Then shalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour
it upon his head, and anoint him.

8 And thou shalt bring his sons, and put tunics
upon them.

9 And thou shalt gird them with girdles, Aaron
and his sons, and bind head-tires on them; and
they shall have the priesthood by a perpetual
statute; and thou shalt consecrate Aaron and his
sons.

10 And thou shalt bring the bullock before the
tent of meeting; and Aaron and his sons shall lay
their hands upon the head of the bullock.

11 And thou shalt kill the bullock before the
LORD, at the door of the tent of meeting.

12 And thou shalt take of the blood of the
bullock, and put it upon the horns of the altar
with thy finger: and thou shalt pour out all the
remaining blood at the base of the altar.

13 And thou shalt take all the fat that covereth
the inwards, and the lobe above the liver, and the
two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, and
make them smoke upon the altar.
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15 Thou shalt also take the ohe ram; and Aaron
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17 And thou shalt cut the ram into its pieces, and
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VI, Was the 7 day Miluim commanded BEFORE or AFTER chet ha'Egel?
Rashi Shmot 29:1
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See Vayikra chapters 8 & 9 - (topic for next week)



