Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #2
“Vayikra — chapters 1 -> 7: the Temple ‘website’

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION
Based on a Midrash - there is ancient Jewish custom to begin Torah
study for children with the opening chapters of Sefer Vayikra. In today's

shiur, that Midrash will serve as our 'springboard’ - to begin our detailed study
of the book.

I. The Midrash - Tanchuma
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See Yeshayahu 61
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2 To proclaim the year of the LORD'S good
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comfort all that mourn;
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renew the waste cities, the desolations of many
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5 And strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,

;D DJNB 1}7?_1 ,Dﬁz i Dl_{n i and aliens shall be your plowmen and your
vinedressers.
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r . 6 But ye shall be named the priests of the LORD,
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¢ eat the wealth of the nations, and in their
splendour shall ye revel.
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therefore in their land they shall possess double,
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truth, and I will make an everlasting covenant with
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. . . 9 And their seed shall be known among the nations,
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them shall acknowledge them, that they are the
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10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall
be joyful inmy God: for He hath clothed me with

. the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with
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11 For as the earth bringeth forth her growth, and
as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it
to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause victory
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II. Thematic source is Shmot 19 -

"maamad har Sinai”

Note concepts of covenant, preparationi, & priesthood

Arrival at Har Sinai:

1 In the third month after the children of Israel left the
land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. 2 And when they were departed
from Rephidim, and were come to the wilderness of
Sinai, they encamped in the wilderness; and there
Israel encamped before the mount.

The Proposition:

3 And Moses went up unto God, and Hashem
called unto him out of the mountain, saying:
'Thus shall you say to the house of Jacob, and tell
the children of Israel: 4 You have seen what |
did unto the Egyptians, and how | bore you on

eagles' wings, and brought you unto Myself. 5
Now therefore,

if you will hearken unto My
voice, and keep My covenant,
[then] you shall be Mine own
treasure from among all peoples;
for [becauseleventhough] all the earth is
Mine; 6 and you shall be for Me a:
kingdom of priests, and a holy

nation. These are the words which you shall
speak unto the children of Israel.’

Bnei Yisrael accept -

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of
the people, and set before them all these
words which Hashem commanded him. 8 And
all the people answered together, and said:
'All that Hashem has spoken we will do.' And
Moses reported the words of the people unto
Hashem.

God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws
9 And Hashem said unto Moses: ‘Lo, | come

unto thee in a thick cloud, that the
people may hear when | speak

with thee, and may also believe thee for
ever." And Moses told the words of the people
unto Hashem. [PLAN ‘A’ - via Moshe]

10 And Hashem said unto Moses: "GO unto
the people, and sanctify them to-
day and to-morrow, and let them

wash their garments, 11 and be ready
against the third day; for the third day
Hashem will come down in the sight of

all the people upon mount Sinai.

Arrival at Har Sinai:
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IIT Vayikra chapters 1 thru 7 - ‘Menu driven’

Welcome to the
Temple

Visitor or
Employee
[

Visitor -What did

you do Wrong? Employee

What do you need
to offer? - Go to
Vayikra chapters 6
&7

Nothing - just visit - | havesinned - go

to Vayikra chapters
48&5

go to Vayikra
chapters 1->3

J

What makes chapters 1 thru 3 a distinct unit?
One “dibur” - & one 'header"’
All ‘'voluntary' & all "reyach nichoach”
Similar structure in the presentation
Note how it is also the ‘opening’ section of the book

Let's note how Yirmiyahu connects this unit o Har Sinai
Similar to Yeshayahu chapter 61 (above)

“divrei olah v’zavach” in light of Yirmiyahu chapter 7
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IPYD MAT-IN D20 INVIAN-HN 4 ¢ Trustye notin lying words,

saying: 'The temple of the
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amend your ways and your
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the fatherless, and the widow,
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commit adultery, and swear
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DOV o:»bN I2TINY ; M- Dm---mbm LORD, and I spoke unto you,
Nb) D:)J']N N'\‘jN) DJ'))’)D\’) Nb1 -\3-” speakmg betimes and often, but

ye heard not, and I called you,
Dﬂ’)}’ but ye answered not;



YN, VDY INY-NIPY TYN 12D d1dwy) 4 14 therefore will I do unto the
P )l e T e R ST ST house, whereupon My name is

DD? YNN-IYN ,Dﬂ?@?] ,J2 DNV DPN called, wherein ye trust, and unto
RpAp) ONVY IYNI--DIPNIANYD) the place which T gave to you and

* to your fathers, as [ have done to
Shiloh.
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Review the unit of Shmot chapters 19 thru 24
& Rashi's approach, i.e.
how Shmot 24:1-11 may actually belong in 19:9-16



IV. Brit Sinai in Parshat Mishpatim
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LORD hath spoken will we do.’
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Discuss now a visit to the Temple should remind the visitor of
this key event in our national history, and how it reminds us of

the purpose of our choseness.
[also recall the connection from Sefer Shmot to Vayikra]



V. SEFER VAYIKRA - BASIC OUTLINE & Flow of Topic

I. Man ‘can' come close to God
1->3 - Voluntary offerings ["nedava”]
4-5>5 - Mandatory offerings ["chova"]
6->7 - How to bring the offerings [“torot” - for the kohanim]

II. The story of the dedication of the Mishkan /
8 ->10 The 7 days of the 'miluim’ / 8" day / & Tragedy

III. When man ‘cannot’ come close to God [temporarily]
11-15 "tumah” / How you contract it & how to get rid of it
16 - Entering the Holy of Holies - When/ How / Who
17 - Respect of the Temple

IV. "kedusha” of Man
18->20 - Act according to your holiness / do's & don'ts
21->22 - Special laws for the “kohanim”

V. ‘“kedusha” in the realm of time
23 - The "moadim” - holidays/ when Am Yisrael meets God
24 - daily & weekly symbols / + special story

VI. “kedusha” in the realm of space
25- “"shmitta"” & the Land of Israel

26 - Blessings & Curses - on the Covenant

VII. 27 - Epilogue - Man offering 'himself' to God [“erchin”]

Discuss “kedusha” & where we find it in the book (and why)



