Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #14
The “ger” in Sefer Vayikra: convert or gentile?

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

In our study of chapter 19 last week, and its centrality to the theme of
the 2" half of Vayikra, we noticed how that chapter concludes with a special
law concerning the care for a “ger” = the 'stranger’. However, it is unclear
whether that refers to a ‘convert’ or simply a ‘foreign worker’ living among the
people of Israel.

In today's shiur, we will discuss that controversy, and trace the Torah's
use of that word in both its narrative and its commandments.

I. Vayikra chapter 19
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2 Speak unto all the congregation of
the children of Israel, and say unto
them: Ye shall be holy; for I the
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10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard,
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16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a
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17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in
thy heart: thou shalt surely rebuke
thy neighbour, and not bear sin
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18 Thou shalt not take vengeance, nor
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33 And if a stranger sojourn with
thee in your land, ye shall not do him

wrong.

_ 5 34 The stranger that sojourneth with
T you shall be unto you as the home-
born among you, and thou shalt love
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¢ your God.
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z7 35 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in
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36 Just balances, just weights, a just
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am the LORD your God, who brought
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II. The first mention of a “"ger” in Sefer Vayikra [in chapter 16]

29 And it shall be a statute for ever unto
you: in the seventh month, on the tenth
day of the month, ye shall afflict your
souls, and shall do no manner of work, the
home-born, or the stranger that
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30 For on this day shall atonement be
made for you, to cleanse you; from all
your sins shall ye be clean before the
LORD.
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31Tt is a sabbath of solemn rest unto
you, and ye shall afflict your souls; it is a
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Note when we find “"ezrach” in Tanach - always with “"ger”
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III. . How often ‘the stranger’ is mentioned in Chumash
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Possibilities to consider (in each source)
“ger Tzedek” i.e. — one who has converted
Why mention him at all? Why would he be different than any other Jew
“ger Toshav” —i.e.one who has not converted
(but doesn’t worship idols; resident alien?]

Can the Torah obligate someone who is not Jewish?

. The stranger in the first Covenant w/Avraham Avinu — Br. 15
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Different descriptions for the stranger — other than just “ger” — examples:
Shmot 20 / in Ten Commandments re: shabbat P2 TR T2
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IV. A proof for a ‘ger’; who is NOT Jewish: Devarim 14
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21 Ye shall not eat of any thing that
dieth of itself; thou mayest give it
unto the stranger that is within thy
gates, that he may eat it; or thou
mayest sell it unto a foreigner; for
thou art a holy people unto the LORD
thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid
in its mother’s milk.

Compare with Vayikra chapter 17 : - must be Jewish!
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12 Therefore I said unto the children
of Israel: No soul of you shall eat
blood, neither shall any stranger that
sojourneth among you eat blood.

13 And whatsoever man there be of
the children of Israel, or of the
strangers that sojourn among them,
that taketh in hunting any beast or
fowl that may be eaten, he shall pour
out the blood thereof, and cover it
with dust.

15 And every soul that eateth that
which dieth of itself, or that which is
torn of beasts, whether he be home-
born or a stranger, he shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water,
and be unclean until the even; then
shall he be clean.

See also Shmot 12:19 — prohibition of owning chametz
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found in your houses; for whosoever
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one that 1s born in the land.



V. Does the Torah discuss ‘conversion’? [logic for why yes & no]

Re: the Passover sacrifice - Shmot chapter 12
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and Aaron: 'This is the ordinance of
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sojourn with thee, and will keep the
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shall be as one that is born in the
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homeborn, and unto the stranger that
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Discuss, a technicality or a fundamental statement?

VI. Proof for two types of strangers in same verse — Bamid 15

[in relation to bringing flour & wine offerings with animal sacrifice]

14 And if a stranger sojourn with
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and will offer an offering made by
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LORD; as ye do, so he shall do.

VII A mega-theme in each of three law sections of Chumash
Parshat Mishpatim — after Ten Commandments
‘REMEMBER YOU WERE A STANGER' /enveloping Shmot 22:20 -> 23:9

DM3-Y 1RMON 8 ,ﬂJjﬂ-Nz7 31 9 22:20 Do not wrong a stranger, nor

oppress him; for you were strangers
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any widow...

3V0 Concluding wtih:
Followed by a set of ethical laws,
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of Egypt.

A similar theme in Vayikra 19 law section re: daily behavior
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thou gather the gleaning of thy
harvest.
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in your land, ye shall not do him
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you shall be unto you as the home-
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Emulating 6od - according to Devarim 10:17-19
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VIIl. Who is sovereign when we are sovereign? Vayikra 25
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possession ye shall grant a
redemption for the land. {S}



IX. The ‘stranger’ in the life of Moshe Rabeinu - shmot
2:21-22
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with the man; and he gave Moses
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his name Gershom; for he said: 'I
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X. Our obligation to the ‘ger

A mega-theme in each of three law sections of Chumash

The recurring ‘motivator’ phrase: ‘REMEMBER YOU WERE A STANGER'

** Parshat Mishpatim enveloping Shmot 22:20 -> 23:9 - the ethical section
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* The 'grand finale’' of Vayikra chapter 19 - see 19:33-36

* A recurring theme in the main speech of Sefer Devarim chapters 5->26

Examples: Emulating God - according to Devarim 10:17-19
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See as well: the reason for shabbat - in Devarim 5:15
Discuss who is the 'ger’ who is forbidden to work on shabbat!
Re: "eved ivri” Devarim 15:14-15
Social justice Devarim 24:17-22
Sharing your happiness with less fortunate on the holiday (see 16:12)

VI. Yechezkel 47 - Can a ‘ger’ become a ‘citizen’ and receive a “nachala”?
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