Sefer Vayikra / from Sinai to Sanctuary to Society/ shiur #1
“Vayikra” — a ‘calling’ or a ‘concept’

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

Usually, the name we give the books of Chumash is simply the first
primary word of the book, but not its primary theme. In our opening shiur,
we begin with a short discussion of the word "Vayikra” in Chumash, to explain
our specific title for this year's study of the book of 'Leviticus'

I. Opening Discussion -
A
Based on your previous study of Sefer Vayikra —
What do you think is its primary theme(s) & topic(s)
How does it relate to the other books of the Chumash
[i.e what makes it unique -

B.
Up until this point, have there ever been 'korbanot’
If so, when & where have we found them
What has been their purpose?
Were they 'burnt offerings” - or a shared meal?
C.
Can you recall any other instance in Chumash, when
Hashem 'calls’ upon anyone - introduced by “vayikra"
Has He ever ‘called upon’ Moshe before in this way?
Discuss

II. From Sinai to Sanctuary - introduction
Previous instances in Chumash of Hashem 'calling'
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said unto him: 'Where art
thou?

Note the Akeyda as well [but Hashem's angel] / chap. 22

At the Burning Bush - Shmot chapter 3
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Taking us to Shmot chapter 19
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And hence to Shmot chapter 24:
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Note parallel in the final verses of

3 And Moses went up unto God, and
the LORD called unto him out of
the mountain, saying: 'Thus shalt
thou say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the children of Israel:

4 Ye have seen what I did unto the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings, and brought you unto
Myself.

5 Now therefore, if ye will hearken
unto My voice indeed, and keep My
covenant, then ye shall be Mine
own treasure from among all
peoples; for all the earth is Mine;

6 and ye shall be unto Me a
kingdom of priests, and a holy
nation. These are the words which
thou shalt speak unto the children of
Israel.’

12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and
be there; and I will give thee the
tables of stone, and the law and the
commandment, which I have written,
that thou mayest teach them.’

15 And Moses went up into the
mount, and the cloud covered the
mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and the seventh
day He called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of the
children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst
of the cloud, and went up into the
mount; and Moses was in the mount
forty days and forty nights.

Sefer Shmot
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33 And he reared up the court round
about the tabernacle and the altar, and
set up the screen of the gate of the
court. So Moses finished the work. {P

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of
meeting, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle.

35 And Moses was not able to enter
into the tent of meeting, because the
cloud abode thereon, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle.--

36 And whenever the cloud was taken up
from over the tabernacle, the children of
Israel went onward, throughout all their
journeys.

37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then
they journeyed not till the day that it was
taken up.

38 For the cloud of the LORD was upon
the tabernacle by day, and there was fire
therein by night, in the sight of all the

{\J) } ﬂ"l’”ﬂ)ﬁ house of Israel, throughout all their
journeys.--
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Continuation of travel found in Bamidbar chapter 9:
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The Mishkan in Shmot vs Vayikra

15 And on the day that the tabernacle was
reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle,
even the tent of the testimony; and at even
there was upon the tabernacle as it were the
appearance of fire, until morning.

16 So it was alway: the cloud covered it,
and the appearance of fire by night.

17 And whenever the cloud was taken up
from over the Tent, then after that the
children of Israel journeyed; and in the
place where the cloud abode, there the
children of Israel encamped.

18 At the commandment of the LORD the
children of Israel journeyed, and at the
commandment of the LORD they
encamped: as long as the cloud abode upon
the tabernacle they remained encamped.

How to build it/ vs / How fo use it
. Transition from Shmot to other books / now with the “shchina”
Vayirka - Laws relating to God's presence / kedusha
Bamdibar - travelling with shchinah to eretz Yisrael
Devarim - Laws from brit Sinai relating becoming a nation

ITI. Note Moshe Rabeinu's speech begins in Devarim 5:1
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1 And Moses called unto all Israel, and
said unto them: Hear, O Israel, the statutes
and the ordinances which I speak in your
ears this day, that ye may learn them, and

observe to do them.

2 The LORD our God made a
covenant with us in Horeb.

And in chapter 29 - introduction to Brit Nitzavim
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1 And Moses called unto all Israel, and
said unto them: Ye have seen all that
the LORD did before your eyes in the
land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, and unto
all his servants, and unto all his land;



-=PYY IR YN, TDOTID ,NIEND 2
0NN ,DD7IN OXNIHNN) NNND

DY), NYT2 22 D2 MM 1DI-NI) )
3D 0PN ,TY ,YNYY ONIN) NINYY

192-N2 ;92792 ,MVY DOYIIN DINN TIN) 1
1‘:3‘1 bvn 7315:1 Nb -[‘»m D29yn DY NNYY

NNTD 1929 927 -0N , 0010V N
-b: NN 90N wnb--om mip V)]
{9} .pvym wN

Mn? 797,009 09N DAY OPX U
DMPY, mm:w DDOYNY : DTN
bm\w VN b: mno\m

2722 WX ,TIN--00OW) DIV )
AN ANY TY,RY 20NN - PINN

-—-PONIN MY 19923, 7927 N°
THY NID ,POON MM IYN NN
o»D

,097 75 09D TNN-0'PN WY 2
,wm--u’ﬂbxb 19-11 NN
STDANY yav) TUN ;Y -927
AP PNYYY 0N9ANY

N5 ,2IN--DIT27 ,0IAN ND) N
JIND L, NIND-NN)  INAD 1720-NN

THY PRY ,ND DY TWN-NN D 4
TN NN ; uth M 99,090
.DVPD NHY ,ND PPN

2 the great trials which thine eyes saw,
the signs and those great wonders;

3 but the LORD hath not given you a
heart to know, and eyes to see, and ears
to hear, unto this day.

4 And I have led you forty years in the
wilderness; your clothes are not waxen
old upon you, and thy shoe is not

-+ waxen old upon thy foot.

8 Observe therefore the words of this
covenant, and do them, that ye may
make all that ye do to prosper. {P}

9 Ye are standing this day all of you
before the LORD your God: your
heads, your tribes, your elders, and
your officers, even all the men of Israel,

10 your little ones, your wives, and thy
stranger that is in the midst of thy
camp, from the hewer of thy wood unto
the drawer of thy water;

11 that thou shouldest enter into the
covenant of the LORD thy God--and
into His oath--which the LORD thy
God maketh with thee this day;

12 that He may establish thee this day
unto Himself for a people, and that He
may be unto thee a God, as He spoke
unto thee, and as He swore unto thy
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.

13 Neither with you only do I make this
covenant and this oath;

14 but with him that standeth here with
us this day before the LORD our God,

and also with him that is not here with

us this day--



IV. Famous Ramban on Shmot 25:1
How the Mishkan is an eternal reminder of Brit Sinai
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V. SEFER VAYIKRA - BASIC OUTLINE & Flow of Topic

I. Man ‘can' come close to God
1->3 - Voluntary offerings ["nedava”]
4-5>5 - Mandatory offerings ["chova"]
6->7 - How to bring the offerings [“torot” - for the kohanim]

II. The story of the dedication of the Mishkan /
8 ->10 The 7 days of the 'miluim’ / 8" day / & Tragedy

III. When man ‘cannot’ come close to God [temporarily]
11-15 "tumah” / How you contract it & how to get rid of it
16 - Entering the Holy of Holies - When/ How / Who
17 - Respect of the Temple

IV. "kedusha” of Man
18->20 - Act according to your holiness / do's & don'ts
21->22 - Special laws for the “kohanim”

V. ‘“kedusha” in the realm of time
23 - The "moadim” - holidays/ when Am Yisrael meets God
24 - daily & weekly symbols / + special story

VI. “kedusha” in the realm of space
25- “"shmitta"” & the Land of Israel

26 - Blessings & Curses - on the Covenant

VII. 27 - Epilogue - Man offering 'himself' to God [“erchin”]

Discuss “kedusha” & where we find it in the book (and why)



