The Biblical theme of teshuva -From Adam to Achav /class #3 -

The theme of Teshuva in the books of the Prophets
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

INTRODUCTION
Today's class will focus on the theme of “"teshuva” as it emerges in the books
of Neviim Rishonim & Acharonim

Review: The number 40 in contrast to the number 7
Discuss - how it relates to Hashem's name(s)
See Breishit 7:4:
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Discuss - Where else in Chumash & Navi do we find 40 (& 7)

I. Re-establishing Brit Sinai with an ‘amendment’ shmot 34
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Moshe Rabeinu's request for the shechina to return
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» Note parallel between Moshe Rabeinu's request after God declares His new Midot —
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* in direct contrast to God’s earlier threat from 33:2-3:

~~~~~

* [the word 79 can mean ‘because’ or ‘even though’]

IT. The Biblical meaning of the word “kapara”
m nan -1 pho nwraa Breishit 6:14 - Noah's Ark
.79'32;1 , PN Nan FII:IR D21 ;nann-ny nvpn o3p ;1933w Nan T2 Ny T
1A Nna "o mnw / Frost like manna — Shmot 16:14
PIR7-90 9033 PT--080mn PT,12797 49-5 MM 579 n33W um
19wna n1aan - n'"a mnw / Kapporet cover of Ark — Shmot 25:20
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Avoda of High Priest on Yom Kippur — Vayikra 16:3-16
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III. Forty days & the sin of the spies

The attributes of Mercy that follow, why are they different?
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11 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'How long
will this people despise Me? and how long will
they not believe in Me, for all the signs which T
have wrought among them?

12 T will smite them with the pestilence, and
destroy them, and will make of thee a nation
greater and mightier than they.'

13 And Moses said unto the LORD: 'When the
Egyptians shall hear--for Thou broughtest up
this people in Thy might from among them--

14 they will say to the inhabitants of this land,
who have heard that Thou LORD art in the
midst of this people; inasmuch as Thou LORD
art seen face to face, and Thy cloud standeth
over them, and Thou goest before them, in a
pillar of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by
night;

15 now if Thou shalt kill this people as one man,
then the nations which have heard the fame of
Thee will speak, saying:

16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this
people into the land which He swore unto them,
therefore He hath slain them in the wilderness.

17 And now, I pray Thee, let the power of the
LORD be great, according as Thou hast spoken,
saying:

18 The LORD is slow to anger, and plenteous in
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and
transgression, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children, upon the third and upon the
fourth generation.

19 Pardon, I pray Thee, the iniquity of this
people according unto the greatness of Thy
lovingkindness, and according as Thou hast
forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.'

20 And the LORD said:
according to thy word.

'T have pardoned

21 But in very deed, as I live--and all the earth
shall be filled with the glory of the LORD--

22 surely all those men that have seen My glory,
and My signs, which T wrought in Egypt and in
the wilderness, yet have put Me fo proof these
ten times, and have not hearkened to My voice;

23 surely they shall not see the land which I
swore unto their fathers, neither shall any of
them that despised Me see it.



IV. The cycle of ‘forty years' in Sefer Shoftim:

Chapter

9-10

10 -16

17 -21

Topic

Background - Who conquered, and who didn't
[A segue from Sefer Yehoshua to Shoftim]

Stating the thesis - the ‘cycle’ - intro to the first theme:
>The danger of appointing a King
[leaving God -> trouble -> ‘crying out' -> salvation -> quiet...]

>

Proving the thesis - the 'good’ "shoftim" [judges]
The stories of
Otniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years / includes Shamgar?),
Devorah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years, note request re: King at end of story!)

The story re: Avimelech - an 'anomoly’
Intro to the second theme: The danger of not appointing a King
[ note how Avimelech does not fit the above cycle - note his character]

The stories re: Yiftach & Shimshon -
Proof from the 'not so good' "shoftim" - note years are not '40’
Note as well the numerous 'one-liner' shoftim

Three additional 'stories' - ' not involving"shoftim"
Third & final theme: the need for educational leadership of shevet Levi
Note the phrase "ba'yamim ha'heym, ein melech b'Yisrael..."
In each story - note as well how they relate to ‘anarchy’
Pay attention to the character of the "ish Levi" involved in each story!
1. "pesel Micha" - Idol made by Micha & shevet Dan,
2. "pilegesh b'Givah" - (how & why he cut up her body)
3. "milchemet Binyamin" - the civil war against Binyamin
& the attempt to find wives for the 600 male survivors.



V. Shlomo's prayer when dedicating the Temple

I Kings chapter 8
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Rambam - Hilchot TAANIT - chapter 1

30 And hearken Thou to the supplication of
Thy servant, and of Thy people Israel, when
they shall pray toward this place; yea, hear
Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place; and
when Thou hearest, forgive.

33 When Thy people Israel are smitten
down before the enemy, when they do sin
against Thee, if they turn again to Thee, and
confess Thy name, and pray and make
supplication unto Thee in this house;

34 then hear Thou in heaven, and forgive the sin
of Thy people Israel, and bring them back unto
the land which Thou gavest unto their

fathers. {S}

35 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain,
when they do sin against Thee; if they pray
toward this place, and confess Thy name, and
turn from their sin, when Thou dost afflict them;

36 then hear Thou in heaven, and forgive the sin
of Thy servants, and of Thy people Israel, when
Thou teachest them the good way wherein they
should walk; and send rain upon Thy land,
which Thou hast given to Thy people for an
inheritance.

9 And when ye go to war in your land against the adversary
that oppresseth you, then you shall sound an alarm with
the trumpets; and you shall be remembered before God,
and you shall be saved from your enemies.

10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in your appointed
seasons, and in your new moons, you shall blow with the
trumpets over your burnt-offerings and the sacrifices of
your peace-offerings; and they shall be to you for a
memorial before your God...
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VI. Eliyahu and his confrontation with the Achav & Baal worship

I Kings chapter 19:
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1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done,
and withal how he had slain all the prophets with
the sword.

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah,
saying: 'So let the gods do [to me], and more also,
if T make not thy life as the life of one of them
by to-morrow about this time.'

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for
his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth
to Judah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day's journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom-
tree; and he requested for himself that he might
die; and said: 'It is enough; now, O LORD, take
away my life; for I am not better than my
fathers.'

5 And he lay down and slept under a broom-tree;
and, behold, an angel touched him, and said unto
him: 'Arise and eat.’

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was at his
head a cake baked on the hot stones, and a cruse
of water. And he did eat and drink, and laid him
down again.

7 And the angel of the LORD came again the
second time, and touched him, and said: 'Arise and
eat; because the journey is too great for thee.’

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in
the strength of that meal forty days and forty
nights unto Horeb the mount of God.

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged
there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, and He said unto him: 'What doest thou here,
Elijah?’

10 And he said: 'T have been very jealous for the
LORD, the God of hosts; for the children of
Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down
Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the
sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek
my life, to take it away.'

11 And He said: 'Go forth, and stand upon the mount
before the LORD." And, behold, the LORD passed by, and
a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in
pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not
in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake; but the
LORD was not in the earthquake;

12 and after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD
was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small
voice.



VI. Yona & Ninveh - chapters 3 & 4
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1 And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the

second time, saying:

2 'Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and make
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unto it the proclamation that I bid thee.'
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3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according
to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an
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exceeding great city, of three days' journey.

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's
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journey, and he proclaimed, and said: 'Yet forty days,

and Nineveh shall be overthrown.'

5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; and they
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proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the

greatest of them even to the least of them.

Chapter 4
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O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in mine

own country? Therefore I fled beforehand unto Tarshish;
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VII. Achav
Sin of Baal worship vs. Sin of “kerem Navot”
See end of I Kings chapter 16 and chapter 21

Discuss — reason for God’s forgiveness
[Yes He can vs. Yes He will]

VIII. Discuss reason for rise of Ashur [ Yeshayahu chapter 10]
& the reason for the rise of Bavel — Yirmiyahu chapter 25



