Why the Torah says to eat matza for '‘Seven Days’

& the Rabbi's claim only the ‘First Night'
For Torah in Motion/ Pre-Pesach series 2026 - by Menachem Leibtag

I. The 7 Biblical sources for the obligation to eat matza 7 days!

A. Shmot 12:15-20 [Parshat ha'Chodesh]

Given two weeks BEFORE we leave Egypt

B.
Given the day AFTER we left Egypt

Shmot 13:3-8 / the first time Bnei Yisrael hear this commandment!

. Shmot 23:14-15 : First of the “shalosh regalim”

At conclusion of the laws of Parshat Mishpatim

. Shmot 34:18 : In the repeat of the “shalosh regalim”

After God forgave the nation for chet ha'Egel

“moadei Hashem” -

Vayikra 23:5-6 - In the Holiday Calendar in Parshat Emor
introducing the 7 weeks of Omer count
. Bamidbar 28:16-17 - The Holiday Calendar in Parshat Pinchas

Part of the Musafim - the extra holiday korban tzibur

. Devarim 16:1-3 :

The shalosh regalim in Parshat Re'ay

The need to bring the Pesach to "Ha'Makom asher Yivchar”

II. Bamidbar 9:1-14 / Pesach sheni

[note Vayikra 23:4-6 / Bamid 28:16-17]

The proof that pesach & chag ha'matzot are two SEPARATE holidays!
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1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses in the wilderness
of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after
they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying:

2 'Let the children of Israel keep the passover in
its appointed season.

3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at dusk, ye
shall keep it in its appointed season; according to all
the statutes of it, and according to all the
ordinances thereof, shall ye keep it.'

6 But there were certain men, who were unclean by the dead
body of a man, so that they could not keep the passover on
that day: and they came before Moses and before Aaron on
that day.

7 And those men said unto him: 'We are unclean by the dead
body of a man; wherefore are we to be kept back, so as not
to bring the offering of the LORD in its appointed season
among the children of Israel?'

8 And Moses said unto them: 'Stay ye, that I may hear what the LORD
will command concerning you." {P}

9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

10 'Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: If any
man of you or of your generations shall be unclean
by reason of a dead body, or be in a jourhey afar
off, yet he shall keep the passover unto the LORD:

11 in the second month on the fourteenth day at
dusk they shall keep it; they shall eat it with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs;

12 they shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor
break a bone thereof: according to all the statute
of the passover they shall keep it.



IIT. The first command, at conclusion of parshat haChodesh
Shmot chapter 12 - note the focus on prohibition of chametz

,027 70 WTND 2. 908y orien pasa 1i0s-581 nwn-ox M o8
n1p-52-5% ,Ma1 3. MWD ’\?‘[Ij? ,02% RN TIWRY 00 WND
..1725 A--nax-mab n v ,onb mpn N YN , W03 ,0hKY Sy
Nk 0ny TR W2 O WY MWW T mpwn? 007 mon
,DTI-NR TP DY DOK WK D037 OV ,NR? 02 o0 M
DY PIRE NB03 ,MNYRY 933 D23 MN-N7) 50220 "R
a0 ink onam 19217 02% n1o oa .

.ANINR 021 Npn 02 nNTY D

. JIURID D12 TR--1928A NivD 0% NYIW 0.
Di’:;l T B--%’?;)R'Fl I'I'iRD ,D,D: DQ;IW 0 15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; howbeit the
52k-52 '3 :D2'paN IRY INAVD ,1IWYKRID
OPR--987WM KIND WHID NN LN

VAW OP-TY TN

first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses; for
whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until

the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.
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convocation, and in the seventh day a holy convocation;
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17 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread;
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for in this selfsame day have I brought your hosts out of
the land of Egypt; therefore shall ye observe this day

throughout your generations by an ordinance for ever.

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the
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) ) one and twentieth day of the month at even.
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19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your
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houses; for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, that
soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel,
whether he be a sojourner, or one that is born in the
land.

20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations
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shall ye eat unleavened bread.' {P}



II. Shmot chapter 13 - note how there is no precise datel!
This is the first time the nation hears about this command!
note, in the meantime [12:29-42] the nation just left Egypt!

13:3. And Moshe commanded the
people -Remember this day that you
left Egypt, for God has taken you out
with an out- stretched hand, and don't
eat chametz.

4-5. Today you are leaving in the
spring... when you come to the Land... do
this service in this month. 6. For
seven days you shall eat Matza, and
on the seventh day make a holiday for
God. 7. Matzot shall be eaten for
seven days, and no chametz or leaven
shall be seen in all your borders.

8. And you shall tell your son on
that day, saying:

for the sake of THIS, 6God
did for me [?], when I went
out from Egypt.
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IV. The commandment Devarim 16:1-8
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1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep
the passover unto the LORD thy God;
for in the month of Abib the LORD thy
God brought thee forth out of Egypt by
night.

2 And thou shalt sacrifice the passover-
offering unto the LORD thy God, of the
flock and the herd, in the place which the
LORD shall choose to cause His name to
dwell there.

3 Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with
it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened
bread therewith, even the bread of
affliction; for in haste didst thou come
forth out of the land of Egypt; that thou
mayest remember the day when thou
camest forth out of the land of Egypt all
the days of thy life.

4 And there shall be no leaven seen with
thee in all they borders seven days;
neither shall any of the flesh, which thou
sacrificest the first day at even, remain
all night until the morning.

5 Thou mayest not sacrifice the
passover-offering within any of thy
gates, which the LORD thy God giveth
thee;




6 but at the place which the LORD thy

IDW% ,?[’;_.:7& ﬂlﬂ’ -IU:’-WWI_‘Q D]PT;U-SN-DN ’D ] God shall choose to cause His name to

w3 dwell in, there thou shalt sacrifice the
passover-offering at even, at the going
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morning, and go unto thy tents.

. . 8 Six days thou shalt eat unleavened
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thou shalt do no work therein. {S}
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V. Additional reasons, based on Shmot 12:37-39
,ﬂ]:\DU ,UUD)’-DQ bN‘l\’)"’JJ VDN ’(b 37 And the children of Israel journeyed from

Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand
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which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was
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prepared for themselves any victual.
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VI. Chametz as a symbol of wayward Egyptian culture

. = Vayikra chapter 18
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Followed by the "arayot” - forbidden relationship [incest...]
In 18:6-23, then summarized:
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The parallel source from Yechezkel chapter 20
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See also / Shmot chapter 23 (after the 3 regalim)
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