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Review
SEFER SHOFTIM — Chronicle or Composition?
What to consider —
Who is the author?
What was the prophetic purpose of its composition?
When was it written [ during or after that time period]?

|. Examples of composition
A. Why does Yehoshua die twice?
Chapter 1
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have delivered the land into his hand.’

A=W
YN ﬂ‘?)’ PON ]1)”3\’)b REEIER .])QN.N P 3 And Judah said unto Simeon his brother:

'Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight
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the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand,;
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Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the
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dwell in Harheres, in Aijalon, and in
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tributary.
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Chapter 2
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And he said: ’... I made you to go up out

... of Egypt, and have brought you unto the
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judges, for they went astray after other
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Review of the Outline

Chapter Topic
1 Background - wWho conquered, and who didn't

[A segue from Sefer Yehoshua to Shoftim]

2 Stating the thesis - the ‘cycle’ - intro to the first theme:
->The danger of appointing a King

[leaving God ->trouble -> 'crying out' -> salvation -> quiet...]

[compare this cycle with Tehillim 107]

3-8 Proving the thesis - the '‘good' "shoftim" [judges]

The stories of
Otniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years / includes Shamgar?),

Devorah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years, note request re: King at end of story!)



9-10

10 -16

17 -21

Discussion:

The story re: Avimelech - an‘anomoly’

Intro to the second theme: The danger of not appointing a King

[ note how Avimelech does not fit the above cycle - note his character]
The stories re: Yiftach & Shimshon -

Proof from the 'not so good' "shoftim"” - note years are not '40'
Note as well the numerous 'one-liner' shoftim

Three additional 'stories' - ' not involving"shoftim”
Third & final theme: the need for educational leadership of shevet Levi
Note the phrase "ba'yamim ha'heym, ein melech b'Yisrael..."
In each story - note as well how they relate to 'anarchy’
Pay attention to the character of the "ish Levi" involved in each story!
1. "pesel Micha" - Idol made by Micha & shevet Dan,

2. "pilegesh b'Givah" - (how & why he cut up her body)
3. "milchemet Binyamin" - the civil war against Binyamin
& the attempt to find wives for the 600 male survivors.

Tribalism vs Monarchy

Shmuel the author
‘Rebbe’ of King David
Author of Tehillim

In light of this, let’s analyze Tehillim 107
Noting a similar cycle, as in Sefer Shoftim
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