The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 5
Sefer Shoftim- A book about Judges or Kings

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction
SEFER SHOFTIM - Chronicle or Composition?
What to consider —
Who is the author?
What was the prophetic purpose of its composition?
When was it written [ during or after that time period]?
The ‘purpose of Prophecy’—to predict or shape history-
Must consider Prophetic purpose of the composition.

Chapter Topic
1 Background - who conquered, and who didn't

[A segue from Sefer Yehoshua to Shoftim]

2 Stating the thesis - the ‘cycle’ - intro to the first theme:
->The danger of appointing a King
[leaving God ->trouble -> 'crying out' -> salvation -> quiet...]
[compare this cycle with Tehillim 107]

Q?

3-8 Proving the thesis - the 'good' "shoftim" [judges]
The stories of
Otniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years / includes Shamgar?),
Devorah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years, note request re: King at end of story!)

9-10 The story re: Avimelech - an‘anomoly’

Intro to the second theme: The danger of not appointing a King

[ note how Avimelech does not fit the above cycle - note his character]
10-16  The stories re: Yiftach & Shimshon -

Proof from the 'not so good' "shoftim” - note years are not '40'
Note as well the numerous 'one-liner' shoftim

17 -21  Three additional 'stories' - ' not involving"shoftim"
Third & final theme: the need for educational leadership of shevet Levi
Note the phrase "ba'yamim ha'heym, ein melech b'Yisrael..."
In each story - note as well how they relate to ‘anarchy’
Pay attention to the character of the "ish Levi" involved in each story!
1. "pesel Micha" - Idol made by Micha & shevet Dan,
2. "pilegesh b'Givah" - (how & why he cut up her body)
3. "milchemet Binyamin" - the civil war against Binyamin
& the attempt to find wives for the 600 male survivors.



[I. What were the key prophetic issues during the time of Shmuel?

Fundamental question: Should Israel establis
Devarim chapter 17:
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Pro’s & Con’s of a Kingdom
[ll. Devarim chapter 4 —
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14 When thou art come unto the land which the
LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it,
and shalt dwell therein; and shalt say: 'I will set a
king over me, like all the nations that are round
about me;

15 thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee,
whom the LORD thy God shall choose; one from
among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee;
thou mayest not put a foreigner over thee, who is
not thy brother.

16 Only he shall not multiply horses to himself,
nor cause the people to return to Egypt, to the
end that he should multiply horses; forasmuch as
the LORD hath said unto you: ’Ye shall
henceforth return no more that way.’

17 Neither shall he multiply wives to himself,
that his heart turn not away; neither shall he
greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.

18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a
copy of this law in a book, out of that which is
before the priests the Levites.

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read
therein all the days of his life; that he may learn
to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words
of this law and these statutes, to do them;

20 that his heart be not lifted up above his
brethren, and that he turn not aside from the
commandment, to the right hand, or to the left; to
the end that he may prolong his days in his
kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of
Israel. {S}

Intro to main speech / purpose of nationhood

s Behold, I have taught you statutes and
ordinances, even as the LORD my God
commanded me, that ye should do so in the
midst of the land whither ye go in to possess it.
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6 Observe therefore and do them; for this is
your wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the peoples, that, when they hear all
these statutes, shall say: 'Surely this great

/‘7 77 b"f)ﬂ ”)ﬂ J):)’ D:n D” nation is a wise and understanding people.’
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7 For what great nation is there, that hath God
so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is
]))ij whensoever we call upon Him?

8 And what great nation is there, that hath
statutes and ordinances so rlghteous as all this
-]‘n n—) law, which I set before you this day?



Compare with why Avraham was chosen -Breishit 12:1-3
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2 And I will make of thee a great nation,
and [ will bless thee, and make thy name

—]D.]:l —]’—l] "[)3\’) —]b'l')N] great; and be thou a blessing.

and Yosef in the eyes of Egypt (Breishit 41:39)
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39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph:
'Forasmuch as God hath shown thee all
this, there is none so discreet

and wise as thou.

[ll. Shmuel Alpeh chapter 12 — Shmuel’s speech at Coronation of Shaul
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Discussion:
Tribalism vs Monarchy

6 And Samuel said unto the people: It is the
LORD that made Moses and Aaron, and that
brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt.

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may plead with
you before the LORD concerning all the
righteous acts of the LORD, which He did to you
and to your fathers.

8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, then your
fathers cried unto the LORD, and the LORD sent
Moses and Aaron, who brought forth your fathers
out of Egypt, and they were made to dwell in this
place.

9 But they forgot the LORD their God, and He
gave them over into the hand of Sisera, captain of
the host of Hazor, and into the hand of the
Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab,
and they fought against them.

10 And they cried unto the LORD, and said: We
have sinned, because we have forsaken the
LORD, and have served the Baalim and the
Ashtaroth; but now deliver us out of the hand of
our enemies, and we will serve Thee.

11 And the LORD sent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and
Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of
the hand of your enemies on every side, and ye
dwelt in safety.

19 And all the people said unto Samuel: 'Pray for
thy servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die
not; for we have added unto all our sins this evil,
to ask us a king’

20 And Samuel said unto the people: 'Fear not; ye
have indeed done all this evil; yet turn not aside
from following the LORD, but serve the LORD
with all your heart;

21 and turn ye not aside; for then should ye go
after vain things which cannot profit nor deliver,
for they are vain.

22 For the LORD will not forsake His people for
His great name’s sake; because it hath pleased the
LORD to make you a people unto Himself.



