The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #47
The reason for the destruction of the First Temple

According to Sefer Melachim - Part One
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

As our next two classes coincide with the ‘3 weeks’, and as the
time period of mourning for the Temple is not only to remember what
happened, but more-so WHY it happened, our study will focus exactly
on that topic in Sefer Melachim.

The first shiur will focus on the destruction caused by the
Assyrian conquest (Sancheriv) , and the second shiur, the final
destruction caused by the Babylonian conquest (Nebuchadnezar).

I. Review of the time period of approx 400 years of Sefer Melachim
Highlighting the disastrous results of a ‘split Kingdom’
Note how unity leads to political strength & visa versa:
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Il. The reason for “destruction” according to Yoma 9b
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Note that all the psukim from time of Menashe!
Almost 100 years before the Temple was destroyed

lll. Melachim Bet chapter 21 — Decree of “churban”

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he
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'DL)VJ"l'T'ﬂ. -]|7n n]w annl D'wnnl years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name

was Hephzi-bah.
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: ; : i . 2 And he did that which was evil in the sight
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the children of Israel.

] . . . . 3 For he built again the high places which
NIPTN ,TAXRAYX NINAN-NX [ ,AY A Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he

1‘”‘&3 n1UR UJVAT | ,l-”_,;l? nNATN DI-"I! AN reared up altars for Baal, and made an

ol Asherah, as did Ahab king of Israel, and
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4 And he built altars in the house of the
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Yeshayahu/3.16
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Melakhim%20II/21.16
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6 And he made his son to pass through the
fire, and practised soothsaying, and used
enchantments, and appointed them that
divined by a ghost or a familiar spirit: he
wrought much evil in the sight of the LORD,
to provoke Him.

7 And he set the graven image of Asherah,
that he had made, in the house of which the
LORD said to David and to Solomon his
son: 'In this house, and in Jerusalem, which
| have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel,
will | put My name for ever;

8 neither will | cause the feet of Israel to
wander any more out of the land which |
gave their fathers; if only they will observe
to do according to all that | have
commanded them, and according to all the
law that My servant Moses commanded
them.'

9 But they hearkened not; and Manasseh
seduced them to do that which is evil more
than did the nations, whom the LORD
destroyed before the children of Israel.

10 And the LORD spoke by His servants
the prophets, saying:

11 'Because Manasseh king of Judah hath
done these abominations, and hath done
wickedly above all that the Amorites did,
that were before him, and hath made Judah
also to sin with his idols; {S}

12 therefore thus saith the LORD, the God
of Israel: Behold, | bring such evil upon
Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever
heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle.

13 And | will stretch over Jerusalem the line
of Samaria, and the plummet of the house
of Ahab; and | will wipe Jerusalem as a
man wipeth a dish, wiping it and turning it
upside down.

14 And | will cast off the remnant of Mine
inheritance, and deliver them into the hand
of their enemies; and they shall become a
prey and a spoil to all their enemies;

15 because they have done that which is
evil in My sight, and have provoked Me,
since the day their fathers came forth out of
Egypt, even unto this day.'

16 Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood
very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one
end to another; beside his sin wherewith he
made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil
in the sight of the LORD.



IV. Isaiah chapter 1 - [time of Chizkiyahu?]
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1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which
he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem, in
the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for
the LORD hath spoken: Children | have reared,
and brought up, and they have rebelled against
e.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his
master's crib; but Israel doth not know, My
people doth not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity,
a seed of evil-doers, children that deal
corruptly; they have forsaken the LORD, they
have contemned the Holy One of Israel, they
are turned away backward.

5 On what part will ye yet be stricken, seeing
ye stray away more and more? The whole
head is sick, and the whole heart faint;

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head
there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and
bruises, and festering sores: they have not
been pressed, neither bound up, neither
mollified with oil.

7 Your country is desolate; your cities are
burned with fire; your land, strangers devour it
in your presence, and it is desolate, as
overthrown by floods.

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in
a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of
cucumbers, as a besieged city.

9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a
very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, we should have been like unto
Gomorrah. {P}

10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye
people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your
sacrifices unto Me? saith the LORD; | am full of
the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed
beasts; and | delight not in the blood of
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats.

12 When ye come to appear before Me, who
hath required this at your hand, to trample My
courts?
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13 Bring no more vain oblations; it is an
offering of abomination unto Me; new moon
and sabbath, the holding of convocations--I
cannot endure iniquity along with the solemn
assembly.

14 Your new moons and your appointed
seasons My soul hateth; they are a burden
unto Me; | am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, | will
hide Mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make
many prayers, | will not hear; your hands are
full of blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean, put away the
evil of your doings from before Mine eyes,
cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow. {S}

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith
the LORD; though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the
good of the land;

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be
devoured with the sword; for the mouth of the
LORD hath spoken. {P}

21 How is the faithful city become a harlot! She
that was full of justice, righteousness lodged in
her, but now murderers.

22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed
with water.

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions
of thieves; every one loveth bribes, and
followeth after rewards; they judge not the
fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow
come unto them. {S}

24 Therefore saith the Lord, the LORD of
hosts, the Mighty One of Israel: Ah, | will ease
Me of Mine adversaries, and avenge Me of
Mine enemies;

25 And | will turn My hand upon thee, and
purge away thy dross as with lye, and will take
away all thine alloy;

26 And | will restore thy judges as at the first,
and thy counsellors as at the beginning;
afterward thou shalt be called the city of
righteousness, the faithful city.

27 Zion shall be redeemed with justice, and
they that return of her with righteousness.



V. The logic of “chet ha’Egel”
A symbol of our connection to God
A. What were the people expecting? / What were they promised?
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Shmot 3:16-17
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Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Canaanite,
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B. Compare with their request from Aharon 32:1 -
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themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto
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for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up
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him.

Re: "Elokim"- see Breishit 1:2 - the spirit of God or a ‘powerful wind' —see Shadal !
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C. Where was Moshe- see Shmot chapter 24
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D. The Golden Calf - Did the people ask for a ‘god’, or a ‘leader'?
Or possibly something else - to help conquer the Land
Discussion: what was the last war they fought / Topic of “shirat ha'Yam”l
How many other battles have they witnessed?
What was the key to all their miraculous victories?



See Shmot 17 - War with Amalek
Dn?n N31 ,D’\’)QB 13?_-“33 ywjn,_bN nwn -‘DN’I 0 9 And Moses said unto Joshua: '‘Choose us out

men, and go out, fight with Amalek; tomorrow I
will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of
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his hand, Amalek prevailed.

Review the previous mentions of the "mateh Elokim” & Moshe's hand
Shmot 4:1-4;17-20 7:15-20 - then compare with 17:3-6
Note "mateh” & “yad" (the interchange) in first 3 plagues, and in plagues 7 thru 9
See chapter 7 again and then see Shmot 9:22-23; and 10:12-13 & 14:15-21 |

E. What was Aharon thinking? [Shmot chapter 32]
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molten calf; and they said: 'This is thy god, O
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- A symbol of God's power leading the battle?
- See Bamidbar 10:31-36
Note how a ‘golden image’' leads the nation in battle
Why was Hashem so disappointed?

7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go, get
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dealt corruptly;
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said: This is thy god, O Israel, which brought
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** See Breishit 6:11-13 re “hashchata” &
Breishit 17-19 re: “derech Hasehm”




