The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #46
Yerovam's Revolt & the Split Kingdom - Part IT

- The Temple in Bet-El - A ‘calf’ or a ‘cruv’?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

Last week, we began our study of the ‘split Kingdom’, and the
revolt of Yerovam from both a political & religious perspective.
This week, we will examine the logic (& Biblical roots) of Yerovam’s
‘religious reform’, i.e. the Temple he builds in Bet-El, and how this
leads to the proliferation of “bamot” —the high places.

. Review of the Midrash we discussed [Sanhedrin 102a |,

re: possiblity of a ‘shared kingdom’
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The verse states: “And after this matter, Jeroboam returned not from his evil way”

(I Kings 13:33). To what event is the verse alluding, when it states: “After this matter”?
Rabbi Abba says: It is after the Holy One, Blessed be He, grabbed Jeroboam by his
garment, i.e., he sent prophets and implored him, and said to him:

Repent, and you and I and the son of Yishai will stroll together in the Garden of Eden.
Jeroboam said to Him: Who will walk in the lead?

God said to Jeroboam: The son of Yishai will walk in the lead.

Jeroboam said: If so, I do not wish to repent.

*also — question re: Yechezkel 37 [ etz Efraim / etz Yehuda]
And concept of Moshiach bet Yosef

. Review of the political reasons for the revolt:
Melachim Aleph — chapter 11 - note centrality of Yerushalaim in this section
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Ephraimite of Zeredah, a servant of
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lifted up his hand against the king:
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mighty man of valour; and Solomon
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when Jeroboam went out of
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garment that was on him, and rent it in

- DYIP WY DR PRy e
,‘1’:)_’ 1)_’)95--,&-‘0,‘”, "":‘Na ":wa’ :b 32 but he shall have one tribe, for My

servant David’s sake, and for
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ll. What were the building projects? /back in chapter 9
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sixscore talents of gold.
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which king Solomon raised; to build
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lll. A. Change of Society due to industrialization:
Discussion:
Who paid for all the building projects
How did the new professions change daily life
Agriculture vs. Industry

B. Why would this cause political unrest?
What was Yerovam in charge of:
“sevel bet Yosef” - the work force?
“mas” - financial tax, or actual labor tax
[like “miluim” service]

C. Compare the religious [Divine] reason for revolt
[see chapter 11:1-13]
with the political [People’s] reason
[see also 11:14-25 / note parallel to Moshe\Yitro]

Note contrast — Shlomo & Egypt — pre/ post

IV. Therevolt -chapter 12
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people; for it was a thing brought
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establish His word, Wthh the LORD
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Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of
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king hearkened not unto them, the
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'What portion have we in David?
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of Jesse; to your tents, O Israel; now
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dwelt in the cities of Judah,
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heard that Jeroboam was returned, that

-b: b” N 1:,&’:,’ ’—]1’”—] bN INN 1Nj7)1 they sent and called him unto the

congregation, and made him king over all
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house of David, but the tribe of Judah
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Jerusalem, be assembled all the house of
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go up, nor fight against your brethren

\’),N ’ﬂ,’\’) bN‘j\’),-,)n n:,nx oy the children of Israel; return every

man to his house; for this thing is of
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of the LORD, and returned and went
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sacrifices in the house of the LORD at
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people furn back unto their lord, even
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the people went to worship before the
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places, and made priests from among
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sons of Levi.
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’)jb )ﬁ \))yn (jabb) ‘1’:&): N‘]’: ﬂ\’)N devised of his own heart; and he

=% ordained a feast for the chlldren of
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The logic of “chet ha’Egel”
A symbol of our connection to God

A. What were the people expecting? / What were they promised?
9 Y
Shmot 3:16-17
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B. Compare with their request from Aharon 32:1 -
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him.

Re: “"Elokim"- see Breishit 1:2 - the spirit of God or a ‘powerful wind' —see Shadal !
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C. Where was Moshe- see Shmot chapter 24
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D. The Golden Calf - Did the people ask for a ‘god’, or a ‘leader'?

Or possibly something else - to help conquer the Land

Discussion: what was the last war they fought / Topic of “shirat ha'Yam"l
How many other battles have they witnessed?
What was the key to all their miraculous victories?



See Shmot 17 - War with Amalek
Dnbn NYY ’D)\).)sz U‘J'.\D:l )_’\Ujﬂ"bN ﬂ\’)m ﬁDN’] v 9 And Moses said unto Joshua: ‘Choose us out

men, and go out, fight with Amalek; tomorrow I
will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of
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his hand, Amalek prevailed.

Review the previous mentions of the "mateh Elokim” & Moshe's hand
Shmot 4:1-4;17-20 7:15-20 - then compare with 17:3-6
Note "mateh” & “yad" (the interchange) in first 3 plagues, and in plagues 7 thru 9
See chapter 7 again and then see Shmot 9:22-23; and 10:12-13 & 14:15-21 |

E. What was Aharon thinking? [Shmot chapter 32]
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- A symbol of God's power leading the battle?

- See Bamidbar 10:31-36
Note how a ‘golden image’ leads the nation in battle

Why was Hashem so disappointed?

7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go, get
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said: This is thy god, O Israel, which brought

'D’]SD \{.\ND :nb)’n 1\’)8 bN]\’), thee up out of the land of Egypt.’

** See Breishit 6:11-13 re “hashchata” &
Breishit 17-19 re: “"derech Hasehm”



