The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #45
Yerovam's Revolt & the Split Kingdom
- When Politics & Religion clash

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

This week, we begin what could be considered one of the main
topics of Sefer Melachim - i.e. the ‘split Kingdom’.

Note how the book oscillates between the King of the Northern
Tribes and the King of Judah — so the story that leads to that split must
be of thematic importance. Therefore, today’s shiur will focus on the
revolt of Yerovam, and will discuss those events from both their
political & religious perspectives.

I. Review of the time period of approx 400 years of Sefer Melachim

Highlighting the disastrous results of a ‘split Kingdom’
Note how unity leads to political strength & visa versa:
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Il. A worker’s revolt? Melachim Aleph — chapter 11
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lll. What were the building projects?
Chapter 9
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lll. A. Change of Society due to industrialization:
Discussion:
Who paid for all the building projects
How did the new professions change daily life
Agriculture vs. Industry

B. Why would this cause political unrest?
What was Yerovam in charge of:
“sevel bet Yosef” - the work force?
“mas” — financial tax, or actual labor tax
[like “miluim” service]

C. Compare the religious [Divine] reason for revolt
[see chapter 11:1-13]
with the political [People’s] reason
[see also 11:14-25 |/ note parallel to Moshe\Yitro]

Note contrast — Shlomo & Egypt — pre/ post



IV. The revolt -chapter 12
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