The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #44

The thematic centrality of Temple in Sefer Melachim
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -
This week, we return to our study of Sefer Melachim as a book, in

an attempt to explain why Shlomo’s construction of the Temple is so
central to its opening chapters, while the Temple’s destruction
becomes the central topic of its final chapters.

|. Review of the time period of approx 400 years of Sefer Melachim
The chart below will be the focus of our opening discussion

The X axis left to right is the year

from time of Sefer Shmuel till end of Melachim
the Y axis - the state of Monarchy, security, unity, economy, peace
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ll. The Biblical importance of the Temple
[or one central place of worship]
Concept of “ha’Makom Asher Yivchar Hashem”
Part of the laws for a nation, in Sefer Devarim

Outline of the main speech in Sefer Devarim, and its key sections:
Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about to teach
Chapters 6->11 - The "mitzvah” section , the love & fear of God
/ From "shema” to "v’haya im shmoah"
[note how 6:4-6 introduces & 11:22-25 concludes this section
Chapters 12->26 - The "chukim umishpatim” section
/ The Laws that will establish God's nation in the Land of Israel
[note the transition for end of chapter 11 into 12:1]

Examples of the parallel between the detailed laws and Dibrot
[THE 'MITZVA' SECTION]
6-11 I 'Ahavat Hashem', emuna
I Not worshipping 'avoda zara'
(parallel to the first two dibrot)

[THE 'CHUKIM U-MISHPATIM' SECTION]
12-14 1l Establishing God's Name in the Temple-

HAMAKOM ASHER YIVCHAR HASHEM I’shaken SHMO sham
(parallel to not saying God's Name in vain)

15-16 v The seven year Shmitta cycle & 3 regalim, 7 days of chag ha’matzot, 7 weeks, 7 days succot in 7" month
(parallel to Shabbat)

17-18 \Y The national leaders (shoftim, kohanim & levi'im, melech, and navi)
(parallel to honoring parents)

19-21 VI Laws of going to war, murder, and capital punishment

(parallel to 'lo tirtzach’)
21-25  VII-X Misc. laws 'bein adam le-chavero'
(parallel to the final dibrot)

Conclusion of the main speech [26:16-19]
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.
Shmuel Bet chapters 5 thru 7

Review all the actions David takes to build Yerushalaim

Divrei ha’Yamim Aleph- from chapter 10 thru 29

Then review what Shlomo does in first chapters 3 thru 10

[of Sefer Melachim]

Note how book of Melachim concludes —
In contrast to the concluding chapter of Divrei ha’Yamim

Focus on Shlomo’s prayer in chapter 8 and theme of “teshuva”
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28 Yet have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy
servant, and to his supplication, O LORD my God, to
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer which Thy
servant prayeth before Thee this day;

29 that Thine eyes may be open toward this
house night and day, even toward the place
whereof Thou hast said: My name shall be
there; to hearken unto the prayer which Thy
servant shall pray toward this place.

30 And hearken Thou to the supplication of Thy
servant, and of Thy people Israel, when they
shall pray toward this place; yea, hear Thou in
heaven Thy dwelling-place; and when Thou
hearest, forgive.

33 When Thy people Israel are smitten down
before the enemy, when they do sin against
Thee, if they turn again to Thee, and confess
Thy name, and pray and make supplication unto
Thee in this house;

34 then hear Thou in heaven, and forgive the sin
of Thy people Israel, and bring them back unto
the land which Thou gavest unto their

fathers. {S}

35 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain,
when they do sin against Thee; if they pray
toward this place, and confess Thy name, and
turn from their sin, when Thou dost afflict them;

36 then hear Thou in heaven, and forgive the sin
of Thy servants, and of Thy people Israel, when Thou
teachest them the good way wherein they should
walk; and send rain upon Thy land, which Thou hast
given to Thy people for an inheritance. {S}
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V. Hashem’s response to Shlomo’s prayer:
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54 And it was so, that when Solomon had
made an end of praying all this prayer and
supplication unto the LORD, he arose from
before the altar of the LORD, from kneeling
on his knees with his hands spread forth
toward heaven.

§5 And he stood, and blessed all the
congregation of Israel with a loud voice,
saying:

56 'Blessed be the LORD, that hath given
rest unto His people Israel, according to all
that He promised; there hath not failed one
word of all His good promise, which He
promised by the hand of Moses His servant.

§7 The LORD our God be with us, as He
was with our fathers; let Him not leave us,
nor forsake us;

58 that He may incline our hearts unto Him,
to walk in all His ways, and to keep His
commandments, and His statutes, and His
ordinances, which He commanded our
fathers.

59 And let these my words, wherewith |
have made supplication before the LORD,
be nigh unto the LORD our God day and
night, that He maintain the cause of His
servant, and the cause of His people Israel,
as every day shall require;

60 that all the peoples of the earth may
know that the LORD, He is God; there is
none else.

61 Let your heart therefore be whole with
the LORD our God, to walk in His statutes,
and to keep His commandments, as at this
day.’

62 And the king, and all Israel with him,
offered sacrifice before the LORD.

63 And Solomon offered for the sacrifice of
peace-offerings, which he offered unto the
LORD, two and twenty thousand oxen, and
a hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So
the king and all the children of Israel
dedicated the house of the LORD

Chapter 9

1 And it came to pass, when Solomon

had finished the building of the house of
the LORD, and the king’s house, and all
Solomon’s delight which he was pleased
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2 that the LORD appeared to Solomon
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heard thy prayer and thy supplication,
that thou hast made before Me: I have
hallowed this house, which thou hast

built, to put My name there for ever;
and Mine eyes and My heart shall be
there perpetually.

¢ And as for thee, if thou wilt walk
before Me, as David thy father walked,
in integrity of heart, and in uprightness,
to do according to all that | have
commanded thee, and wilt keep My
statutes and Mlne ordinances;

5 then I will establish the throne of thy
kingdom over Israel for ever; according
as I promised to David thy father,
saying: There shall not fail thee a man
upon the throne of Israel.

6 But if ye shall turn away from
following Me, ye or your children, and
not keep My commandments and My
statutes which I have set before you, but
shall go and serve other gods, and
worship them;

7 then will I cut off Israel out of the land
which I have given them; and this
house, which I have hallowed for My
name, will I cast out of My sight; and
Israel shall be a proverb and a by word
among all peoples;

8 and this house which is so high [shall
become desolate], and every one that
passeth by it shall be astonished, and
shall hiss; and when they shall say:
Why hath the LORD done thus unto this
land, and to this house?

9 they shall be answered: Because they
forsook the LORD their God, who
brought forth their fathers out of the
land of Egypt, and laid hold on other
gods, and worshipped them, and served
them; therefore hath the LORD brought
all this evil upon them.” {P}

10 And it came to pass at the end of
twenty years, wherein Solomon had
built the two houses, the house of the
LORD and the king’s house--

11 now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished
Solomon with cedar-trees and cypress-trees,
and with gold, according to all his desire--
that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty
cities in the land of Galilee.

12 And Hiram came out from Tyre to
see the cities which Solomon had given
him: and they pleased him not.

13 And he said: "What cities are these
which thou hast given me, my brother?
And they were called the land of Cabul,
unto this day.



Compare with Devarim 29 — the end of Brit Nitzavim

21 And the generation to come, your
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26 therefore the anger of the LORD was
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28 The secret things belong unto the LORD

]Jb nb)J_n ]J’—]bN _n‘j’b"ﬂ_]ﬂvj‘-] P our God; but the things that are revealed
PIT-93-MY MY OIY-TY 300 e o
{0} .3 Minn



