The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #43

The centrality of Jerusalem in Shmuel & Melachim
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

In this week’s shiur, we will first finish up some unfinished topics
from Sefer Shmuel, and then we will complete our study of the
transition from Sefer Shmuel to Sefer Melachim by highlighting the
thematic importance of the Temple and Jerusalem in both books.

|. Review of the key sections of Sefer Shmuel
[to explain why Shmuel’s death is recorded twice]

Shmuel
1-7 Shmuel - the "shofet"

[unit begins with the story of how and why Shilo was destroyed]
8-12 Asking for a King
13-14 The Kingdom of Shaul
15-16 Shaul's sin and his punishment
{Gad}
17- 31 The Rivalry between David and Shaul
[Shmuel Bet]
1-4 The Rise of David to Power
{Natan}
5-8 Malchut David w/ capture & building of Yerushalayim
9-20 David's sin (w/BatSheva)

& his punishment

{Gad}
21-24 Key events during David's reign

Ending with the story that leads to where the Temple will be built

Shmuel’s death in chapter 25 & chapter 28
Chapter 24
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thou hast dealt well with me; forasmuch as
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hand, thou didst not kill me.
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David has left his fate in the hands of God,
Therefore, he takes no further steps to secure the Kingdom —
No does Shaul take any step to abdicate, but he no longer chases after him.
Shmuel’s death [probably several years later], may have been a sign that his
prophecy re: David’s kingdom is not happening- thus encouraging Shaul not to abdicate.
David now fears Shaul may begin chasing him again, and therefore moves farther
away to ‘Midbar Paaran — in south-western Negev.

In chapter 26 — indeed once again Shaul chases David,
And once again David could kill him, but he doesn't.
But as Shaul has broken his promise before, David can’t take any chances:
Therefore:
Chapter 27
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swept away one day by the hand of Saul;

'5N\75)§N Ub)gﬂ 5 250 Y ').’ZS ;”N\? =494 there is nothing beter for me than that I

SO . L, . : should escape into the land of the Philistines;
’)\’)‘Pﬁb b,Nw 1991 VNI ’ﬂ,ﬂ\’)bﬁ \(ﬂN and Saul will despair of me, to seek me any
P, W - Y * ¥ more in all the borders of Israel; so shall T

172)3 ,’ﬂU?)ﬁJ) ,bNﬂTW’ b’:ﬁ'b?: ‘n” escape out of his hand.’
\,)’N ﬂ1ND-\’)\’)1 ’N]’—] 13})2]__717 DP”— - 2 And David arose, and passed over, he and

the six hundred men that were with him, unto

) "[b)ﬂ ";n')”g-];l V)’?N'b?}_{ . 1)3)’ -W)B Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.



w,N:A-‘ wna.‘ o“’:Nb .r"l: w,bN 1’:N” a9 12 And Achish believed David, saying: "He

hath made his people Israel utterly to
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servant for ever.’

Chapter 28
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Note how these are two ‘editorial” comments
And they form the transition to appreciate the next story
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The rest of the chapter, most likely was an epilogue to Megillat Natan —
As it explains how Natan’s prophecy of chapter 16 is indeed coming true.
Note parallels
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Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he
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Chapter 16
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return with thee; for thou hast rejected the
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Il. misc. topics from Sefer Shmuel
Shaul being two years old in chapter 13
Another example of Prophetic ‘editing’
How to note a Kingdom not being legitimate
Note examples from Sefer Melachim
How teshuva emerges as major theme, relate to Temple



Tehillim 51 re: David’s sin
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lll. Concept of “ha’Makom Asher Yivchar Hashem”
Laws for a nation, in Sefer Devarim

Outline of the main speech in Sefer Devarim, and its key sections:
Chapter 5 Moshe Rabeinu retells the story of Maamad Har Sinai,
and how he received at that time - the laws that he is about o teach
Chapters 6->11 - The "mitzvah” section , the love & fear of God
/ From “"shema"” to “v’haya im shmoah”
[note how 6:4-6 introduces & 11:22-25 concludes this section
Chapters 12->26 - The "chukim u'mishpatim” section
/ The Laws that will establish God's nation in the Land of Israel
[note the transition for end of chapter 11 into 12:1]
Note the theme of ‘'memory’ in numerous mitzvot

Examples of the parallel between the detailed laws and Dibrot
[THE 'MITZVA" SECTION]
6-11 I '‘Ahavat Hashem', emuna
I Not worshipping 'avoda zara'
(parallel to the first two dibrot)

[THE 'CHUKIM U-MISHPATIM' SECTION]
12-14 1l Establishing God's Name in the Temple-

HAMAKOM ASHER YIVCHAR HASHEM I’shaken SHMO sham
(parallel to not saying God's Name in vain)

15-16 v The seven year Shmitta cycle & 3 regalim, 7 days of chag ha’matzot, 7 weeks, 7 days succot in 7" month
(parallel to Shabbat)

17-18 \Y The national leaders (shoftim, kohanim & levi'im, melech, and navi)
(parallel to honoring parents)

19-21 VI Laws of going to war, murder, and capital punishment

(parallel to 'lo tirtzach’)
21-25  VII-X Misc. laws 'bein adam le-chavero'
(parallel to the final dibrot)



Conclusion of the main speech [26:16-19]
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V. Review all the actions David takes to build Yerushalaim
Shmuel Bet chapters 5 thru 7
Divrei ha’Yamim Aleph— from chapter 10 thru 29

Then review what Shlomo does in first chapters 3 thru 10
[of Sefer Melachim]

Focus on Shlomo’s prayer in chapter 8 and theme of
“teshuva”



