The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class #41

The transition from Sefer Shmuel to Sefer Melachim
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction -

At first glance, Sefer Melachim appears to be a direct continuation
of Sefer Shmuel — as it concludes the story of King David. In our shiur,
we will consider why it is, and then conclude why it is not.

|. Baba Batra 15a — re: authorship of Sefer Melachim
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Jeremiah wrote his own book, and the book of Kings, and Lamentations.

See DH 1 29:29-30
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Discuss: Later Prophets incorporate works of earlier Prophets in their compositions
As we saw in the book of Shmuel & Shoftim

= Both Sefer Shmuel & Sefer Melachim are quoting from the words of Natan
o [when Natan if the key Navi in those specific stories]

II. The two sections of Natan in Sefer Shmuel
A. Chapters 5 thru 8
The united Kingdom and establishing Yerushalaim
As both national and religious center
[in light of Devarim chapters 12 thru 26]
(relate to pre-Shavuot shiur re: Sefer Devarim
Noting commandment for Kings in chap 17)
B. Chapters 9 thru 20
The sin with Bat-Sheva and its consequences
[note the birth of Shlomo in chapter 12:24-25]

Let’s review chapters 1 thru 10 in Sefer Melachim
Noting centrality of Natan, and connection to both topics



Chapter:

1. Adinoyahu’s political campaign to become David’s successor

2. David’s ‘advice’ to Shlomo re: how to stabilize his reign

3. Shlomo’s prayer for wisdom to judge and lead his People correctly

4 & 5 Establishing united Kingdom with strong economy & foreign relations

6 & 7 Building the Temple and the Palace

8 & 9 Shlomo’s prayer at Dedication ceremony, & God’s response
9 & 10 The greatness and success of Shlomo’s Kingdom —

high point in Jewish history —
see 10:1-10
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relate to visit of Queen of Sheba

1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of
the fame of Solomon because of the
name of the LORD, she came to prove
him with hard questions.

2 And she came to Jerusalem with a
very great train, with camels that bore
spices and gold very much, and precious
stones; and when she was come to
Solomon, she spoke with him of all that
was in her heart.

3 And Solomon told her all her
questions; there was not any thing hid
from the king which he told her not.

4 And when the queen of Sheba had
seen all the wisdom of Solomon, and the
house that he had built,

5 and the food of his table, and the
sitting of his servants, and the
attendance of his ministers, and their
apparel, and his cupbearers, and his
burnt-offering which he offered in the
house of the LORD, there was no more
spirit in her.

6 And she said to the king: It was a true
report that I heard in mine own land of
thine acts, and of thy wisdom.

7 Howbeit I believed not the words,
until [ came, and mine eyes had seen it;
and, behold, the half was not told me;
thou hast wisdom and prosperity
exceeding the fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these
thy servants, that stand continually
before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the LORD thy God, who
delighted in thee, to set thee on the
throne of Israel; because the LORD
loved Israel for ever, therefore made He
thee king, to do justice and
righteousness.’

(relate to Devarim 4:5-8! As well as theme of “shem Hashem from Sefer Breishit)



lll. The Navi in chapter 11 & 12 — must be Achiya ha’Shiloni
Note the change in tone from positive to negative
But note the careful juxtaposition of parshiot
[most likely the work of a later Prophetic redactor!]

Final topics of chapter 10

Verses 14 thru 25 - great wealth (especially gold !)

But note positive conclusion:

Verses 26 thru 29 - the strength of his army (many horses!)

Then chapter 11

Opening section —too many wives — leading Shlomo astray!

Note 10:21-26 — ‘gold’ in a positive light
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Relate to Devarim 4:5-8
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21 And all king Solomon’s drinking-vessels
were of gold, and all the vessels of the house
of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold;
none were of silver; it was nothing
accounted of in the days of Solomon.

22 For the king had at sea a navy of Tarshish
with the navy of Hiram; once every three
years came the navy of Tarshish, bringing
gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and
peacocks.

23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of
the earth in riches and in wisdom.

24 And all the earth sought the presence of
Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God
had put in his heart.

25 And they brought every man his present,
vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and
raiment, and armour, and spices, horses, and
mules, a rate year by year.

5 Behold, I have taught you statutes
and ordinances, even as the LORD
my God commanded me, that ye
should do so in the midst of the land
whither ye go in to possess it.

6 Observe therefore and do them; for this is
your wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the peoples, that, when they hear all
these statutes, shall say: 'Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.’

7 For what great nation is there, that
hath God so nigh unto them, as the
LORD our God is whensoever we
call upon Him?

8 And what great nation is there,
that hath statutes and ordinances so
righteous as all this law, which I set
before you this day?
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9 Only take heed to thyself, and
keep thy soul diligently, lest thou
forget the things which thine eyes
saw, and lest they depart from thy
heart all the days of thy life; but
make them known unto thy children
and thy children’s children;

14 When thou art come unto the land which
the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt
possess it, and shalt dwell therein; and
shalt say: ' will set a king over me, like all
the nations that are round about me’;

15 thou shalt in any wise set him king over
thee, whom the LORD thy God shall
choose; one from among thy brethren shalt
thou set king over thee; thou mayest not
put a foreigner over thee, who is not thy
brother.

16 Only he shall not multiply horses to
himself, nor cause the people to return to
Egypt, to the end that he should multiply
horses; forasmuch as the LORD hath said
unto you: 'Ye shall henceforth return no
more that way.’

17 Neither shall he multiply wives to
himself, that his heart turn not awayj;
neither shall he greatly multiply to himself
silver and gold.

18 And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write
him a copy of this law in a book, out of that
which is before the priests the Levites.

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall
read therein all the days of his life; that he
may learn to fear the LORD his God, to
keep all the words of this law and these
statutes, to do them;

20 that his heart be not lifted up above his
brethren, and that he turn not aside from the
commandment, to the right hand, or to the
left; to the end that he may prolong his
days in his kingdom, he and his children, in
the midst of Israel.



