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Introduction

This week, we resume our study of Sefer Shmuel-

We begin with an quick overview of our study thus far, as it has been over a month
since our last class, and will focus once again on Chazal’s understanding of the Prophetic
composition of Sefer Shmuel, as the combined work of 3 prophets: Shmuel, Gad, &
Natan.

In our study, we have made an attempt to identify the Prophetic author of each distinct
unit of Sefer Shmuel. First we will review our conclusions, and then try to explain why
chapters 21 thru 24 form a ‘stand alone’ prophetic unit, and should be attributed to the
Prophet Gad.

[and hence the title — the ‘hand of Gad’ in Sefer Shmuel]

Review - the units we have identified thus far by Author
SHMUEL
Shmuel Aleph chapters 1->7 / Shmuel the Prophet & Judge

Establishing Shmuel as a ‘trusted’ Prophet - & his religious and educational reform
Chapters 8-> 12 — God agrees to a Monarchy (despite Shmuel’s
reservations
The people’s request a King/ & Shaul’s two coronations
Chapter 13 -> 14 Shaul’s Kingdom
Despite Shaul’s military victory, Hashem promises to dethrone him.
Chapters 15-16 - The war with Amalek / & Shaul’s punishment

GAD
Chapters 17->31 — The rise of David & the fall of Shaul
A new unit, written by the Prophet Gad, David is the protagonist!
[SHMUEL BET]
Chapters 1->4 — The reign of Ish-boshet until his assassination
[ or basically, the fall of the short dynasty of Shaul / (navi Gad)]

NATAN
Chapters 5->8 David become King over all of Israel [navi Natan]
[moves capital to Jerusalem, bring the Aron, & want to build
Temple]
Chapters 9->20 — David’s sin with Bat Sheva & its consequences

the TOPIC OF TODAY’S CLASS - Chapters 21 thru 24
which will show how they most likely were composed by Gad
- and may belong chronologically much earlier in the life of King
David



Let’s review the subtopics within this unit
Noting their underlying military theme, and why logically, they
seem to have taken place earlier in the life of King David, but
after his Kingdom is firmly established.

chapter 21 — The revenge of the Givonim on the house of Shaul
plus a few short stories re: David’s war with the Plishtim

chapter 22 — “shirat David”
— The Psalm/ Song David sang after his military victories

chapter 23 - the ‘heroes’ of David’s army [and their rank]

chapter 24 - David ‘mistakenly’ commissions a census of the nation
followed by the severe Divine punishment —
then David repents / and buys the field of Aravna the
Jeubsite - [on the very site that later becomes the
Temple mount]

note how the Prophet Gad, is a key character is this final chapter
& hence, only logical to assume that he is its author —
If so, then possibly this entire unit may be the ‘hand of Gad’

Let’s begin with chapter 21, to determine when is may have
occurred, noting first how chapter 20 concluded a unit:
Conclusion of chapter 20 with ‘cabinet’ summary:
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1 And there was a famine in the days of David three
years, year after year; and David sought the face of
the LORD. {S} And the LORD said: ’It is for Saul,
and for his bloody house, because he put to death the
Gibeonites.’

2 And the king called the Gibeonites, and said unto
them--now the Gibeonites were not of the children
of Israel, but of the remnant of the Amorites; and the
children of Israel had sworn unto them; and Saul
sought to slay them in his zeal for the children of
Israel and Judah--

3 and David said unto the Gibeonites: 'What shall I
do for you? and wherewith shall I make atonement,
that ye may bless the inheritance of the LORD?

4 And the Gibeonites said unto him: ’It is no matter
of'silver or gold between us and Saul, or his house;

neither is it for us to put any man to death in Israel.’
And he said: 'What say ye that I should do for you?

§ And they said unto the king: 'The man that
consumed us, and that devised against us, so that we
have been destroyed from remaining in any of the
borders of Israel,

6 let seven men of his sons be delivered unto us, and
we will hang them up unto the LORD in Gibeah of
Saul, the chosen of the LORD.’ {P}

And the king said: 'I will deliver them.’

7 But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of
Jonathan the son of Saul, because of the LORD’S
oath that was between them, between David and
Jonathan the son of Saul.

8 But the king took the two sons of Rizpah the
daughter of Aiah, whom she bore unto Saul, Armoni
and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of Michal the
daughter of Saul, whom she bore to Adriel the son of
Barzillai the Meholathite;

9 and he delivered them into the hands of the
Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the mountain
before the LORD, and they fell all seven together;
and they were put to death in the days of harvest, in
the first days, at the beginning of barley harvest.

10 And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth,
and spread it for her upon the rock, from the
beginning of harvest until water was poured upon
them from heaven; and she suffered neither the birds
of the air to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the
field by night.

11 And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter
of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done.

12 And David went and took the bones of Saul and
the bones of Jonathan his son from the men of
Jabesh-gilead, who had stolen them from the broad
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place of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had hanged
them, in the day that the Philistines slew Saul in
Gilboa;

13 and he brought up from thence the bones of Saul
and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they gathered
the bones of them that were hanged.

14 And they buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan
his son in the country of Benjamin in Zela, in the
sepulchre of Kish his father; and they performed all
that the king commanded. And after that God was
entreated for the land. {P}

15 And the Philistines had war again with Israel; and
David went down, and his servants with him, and
fought against the Philistines; and David waxed
faint.

16 And Ishbibenob, who was of the sons of the giant,
the weight of whose spear was three hundred shekels
of brass in weight, he being girded with new armour,
thought to have slain David.

17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him,
and smote the Philistine, and killed him. Then the
men of David swore unto him, saying: 'Thou shalt
go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench
not the lamp of Israel.” {P}

18 And it came to pass after this, that there was again
war with the Philistines at Gob; then Sibbecai the
Hushathite slew Saph, who was of the sons of the
giant. {S}

19 And there was again war with the Philistines at
Gob; and Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim the Beth-
lehemite slew Goliath the Gittite, the staff of whose
spear was like a weaver’s beam. {S}

20 And there was again war at Gath, where was a
champion, that had on every hand six fingers, and on
every foot six toes, four and twenty in number; and
he also was born to the giant.

21 And when he taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of
Shimea David’s brother slew him.

22 These four were born to the giant in Gath; and
they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his
servants. {









