The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 31

King David & BatSheva - a 'story’ or a ‘unit’?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction

Our study of Sefer Shmuel thus far has focused on identifying unique
thematic units, and then attributing them to specific Prophet- and afterward
attempting to understand how each unit contributes to the Prophetic purpose
of the entire book.

In today's class, we continue that study as we attempt to understand
the thematic purpose of the famous story of David & BatSheva.

I. A review of the units we have identified thus far
And how they relate to the prophetic theme of the entire book

Shmuel Aleph chapters 1->7 / Shmuel the Prophet & Judge
Establishing Shmuel as a'trusted’ Prophet - & his religious and educational reform

Chapters 8-> 12 — God agrees to a Monarchy (despite Shmuel’s reservations
The people’s request a King/ & Shaul’s two coronations

Chapter 13 -> 14 Shaul’s Kingdom
Despite Shaul’s military victory, Hashem promises to dethrone him.

Chapters 15-16 - The war with Amalek / & Shaul’s punishment

Chapters 17->31 — The rise of David & the fall of Shaul
A new unit, written by the Prophet Gad, David is the protagonist!

SHMUEL BET
Chapters 1->4 — The reign of Ish-boshet until his assassination
[ or basically, the fall of the short dynasty of Shaul / (navi Gad)]

Chapters 5->8 David become King over all of Israel [navi Natan]
[moves capital to Jerusalem, bring the Aron, & want to build Temple]

Chapters 9->20 — David’s sin with Bat Sheva & its consequences
[ the TOPIC OF TODAY’S CLASS !!] -the Navi Natan!



Il. The ‘bookends’ of the two Natan units
Note end of chapter 8
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lll. Topics within the unit — and their connection
9 — David does “chessed” with M’fivoshet -son of Yonatan ben Shaul
10 — A diplomatic incident in Rabbat Amon that leads to massive war with Amon
11 — David’s sin with Bat Sheva
12- Natan the Prophet challenges David’s behavior - [famous “mashal”]
The baby dies, David marries Bat Sheva - and Shlomo is born
13 Amon & Tamar story [after that, Avshalom kills Amnon
14 Yoav’s employs a woman from Tekoa to convince David to bring back Avshalom
15 - Avshalom’s rebellion
16 — David flees Jerusalem while making key decisions
17 The two advisors to Avshalom — Achitofel & Chushai — and background to civil war
18 — The war against Avshalom’s army & Avshalom’s death
19 - David’s return to Jerusalem & his political decisions
20 The rebellion for Sheva ben Bichri from the tribe of Binyamin

Note how chapter 21 begins a new topic that must have happened much earlier
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IV. David's passivity leading to Avshalom's rebellion
Chapter 15
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pray thee, let me go and pay my vow,
which I have vowed unto the LORD, in
Hebron.

8 For thy servant vowed a vow while I
abode at Geshur in Aram, saying: If the
LORD shall indeed bring me back to
Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.

9 And the king said unto him: 'Go in
peace.’ So he arose, and went to
Hebron. {P}

10 But Absalom sent spies throughout all
the tribes of Israel, saying: 'As soon as ye
hear the sound of the horn, then ye shall
say: Absalom is king in Hebron.’

11 And with Absalom went two hundred
men out of Jerusalem, that were invited,
and went in their simplicity; and they
knew not any thing.

12 And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the
Gilonite, David’s counsellor, from his
city, even from Giloh, while he offered the
sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong;
for the people increased continually with
Absalom.

13 And there came a messenger to David,
saying: 'The hearts of the men of Israel
are after Absalom.’

14 And David said unto all his servants
that were with him at Jerusalem: ’Arise,
and let us flee; for else none of us shall
escape from Absalom; make speed to
depart, lest he overtake us quickly, and
bring down evil upon us, and smite the
city with the edge of the sword.’

15 And the king’s servants said unto the
king: 'Behold, thy servants are ready to do
whatsoever my lord the king shall choose.’

16 And the king went forth, and all his
household after him. And the king left ten
women, that were concubines, to keep the
house.

17 And the king went forth, and all the
people after him; and they tarried in Beth-
merhak.

18 And all his servants passed on beside
him; and all the Cherethites, and all the
Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred
men that came after him from Gath,
passed on before the king. {S}

19 Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite:
'Wherefore goest thou also with us? return, and
abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner,
and also an exile from thine own place.

20 Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I
this day make thee go up and down with us,
seeing I go whither I may? return thou, and take
back thy brethren with thee in kindness and
truth.’

21 And Ittai answered the king, and said: 'As
the LORD liveth, and as my lord the king
liveth, surely in what place my lord the king
shall be, whether for death or for life, even
there also will thy servant be.’
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22 And David said to Ittai: *Go and pass
over.’ And Ittai the Gittite passed over,
and all his men, and all the little ones that
were with him.

23 And all the country wept with a loud
voice, as all the people passed over; and
as the king passed over the brook Kidron,
all the people passed over, toward the way
of the wilderness.

24 And, lo, Zadok also came, and all the
Levites with him, bearing the ark of the
covenant of God; and they set down the
ark of God--but Abiathar went up--until
all the people had done passing out of the
city. {S}

25 And the king said unto Zadok: 'Carry
back the ark of God into the city; if I shall
find favour in the eyes of the LORD, He
will bring me back, and show me both it,
and His habitation;

26 but if He say thus: I have no delight in
thee; behold, here am I, let Him do to me
as seemeth good unto Him.’ {S}

27 The king said also unto Zadok the
priest: 'Seest thou? return into the city in
peace, and your two sons with you,
Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of
Abiathar.

28 See, I will tarry in the plains of the
wilderness, until there come word from
you to announce unto me.’

29 Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried
the ark of God back to Jerusalem; and
they abode there.

30 And David went up by the ascent of the
mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; and
he had his head covered, and went barefoot;
and all the people that were with him covered
every man his head, and they went up, weeping
as they went up.

31 And one told David, saying: 'Ahithophel is
among the conspirators with Absalom.” And
David said: 'O LORD, I pray Thee, turn the
counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.’

32 And it came to pass, that when David was
come to the top of the ascent, where God was
wont to be worshipped, behold, Hushai the
Archite came to meet him with his coat rent,
and earth upon his head.

33 And David said unto him: ’If thou passest on
with me, then thou wilt be a burden unto Me;

34 but if thou return to the city, and say unto
Absalom: I will be thy servant, O king; as I
have been thy father’s servant in time past, so
will I now be thy servant; then wilt thou defeat
for me the counsel of Ahithophel.

35 And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and
Abiathar the priests? therefore it shall be, that
what thing soever thou shalt hear out of the
king’s house, thou shalt tell it to Zadok and
Abiathar the priests.

36 Behold, they have there with them their two
sons, Ahimaaz Zadok’s son, and Jonathan
Abiathar’s son; and by them ye shall send unto
me every thing that ye shall hear.’






