The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 28
King David and Jerusalem - Part I
A city for God. for the People; or for the Monarchy

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction
As we discussed earlier, as soon as David is accepted as the King over all
of Israel (in chapter 5) — his FIRST action is to conquer Jerusalem, and set up the
nation’s capital (& later the Temple) in that political capital city.
The underlying question is — what was the reason?!
In our class today, we discuss several reasons (not mutually exclusive)
1) Was there a well known tradition re: the holiness of Jerusalem
= a city for God
2) Was this a political move, to unify the country between ‘Leah & Rachel’
= a city for the People
3) Did this have something to do with the future Dynasty of the House of David
= a city for the Monarchy

I. Jerusalem — A city for God
Rambam Hilchot Bet ha’Bechira chapter 2
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Discussion — Is this “pshuto shel mikra” -?
[Or — was King David aware of this Rambam?]

Possible thematic source based on Yaakov’s dream in Breishit

Hashem s first hitgalut to Yaakov 28:13-15

Hashem re-assuring Avraham after Lot departs
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Yaakov’s ‘conditions’

Hashem’s promise to Yaakov
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II. The portion of Binyamin and the “shchina” —
The blessing of Moshe Rabeinu to Binyamin: Devarim 33:12
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{© } Jav 19n) ]’21 dwelleth between his shoulders. {S}

12 Of Benjamin he said: The beloved of
the LORD shall dwell in safety by Him;
He covereth him all the day, and He



Rambam Hilchot bet ha’Bechira — Chapter 1:
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II. Why was the clash between Yoav & Avner in GIVON !!!
[consider political, geographic and religious reasons]

SHMUEL BET

Chapter 2 after death of Shaul, David & his men move to Hebron, now King of Yehuda!
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5 And David sent messengers unto the men of
Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them: 'Blessed be
ye of the LORD, that ye have shown this
kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and
have buried him.

6 And now the LORD show kindness and truth
unto you; and I also will requite you this
kindness, because ye have done this thing.

7 Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be
ye valiant; for Saul your lord is dead, and also
the house of Judah have anointed me king over
them.” {P}

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul’s
host, had taken Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and
brought him over to Mahanaim;

9 and he made him king over Gilead, and over
the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over
Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel.
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10 Ish-bosheth Saul’s son was forty
years old when he began to reign over
Israel, and he reigned two years. But
the house of Judah followed David.

11 And the time that David was king in
Hebron over the house of Judah was
seven years and six months. {S}

12 And Abner the son of Ner, and the
servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul,
went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon.

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah, and
the servants of David, went out; and
they met together by the pool of
Gibeon, and sat down, the one on the
one side of the pool, and the other on
the other side of the pool.

14 And Abner said to Joab: 'Let the
young men, [ pray thee, arise and play
before us.” And Joab said: 'Let them
arise.’

15 Then they arose and passed over by
number: twelve for Benjamin, and for
Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve
of the servants of David.

16 And they caught every one his
fellow by the head, and thrust his
sword in his fellow’s side; so they fell
down together; wherefore that place
was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is
in Gibeon.

17 And the battle was very sore that
day; and Abner was beaten, and the

men of Israel, before the servants of
David.

Next - Chapter 3 — The attempt to make a treaty with Avner to unite the nation

Note centrality of Binyamin in these efforts

Note special connection between Binyamin and Yavesh Gilad since Sefer Shoftim
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you;

the elders of Israel, saying: 'In times
past ye sought for David to be king over

18 now then do it; for the LORD hath
spoken of David, saying: By the hand of
My servant David I will save My people
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines,
and out of the hand of all their enemies.’
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19 And Abner also spoke in the ears of
Benjamin; and Abner went also to speak
in the ears of David in Hebron all that
seemed good to Israel, and to the whole
house of Benjamin.

20 So Abner came to David to Hebron,
and twenty men with him. And David
made Abner and the men that were with
him a feast.

21 And Abner said unto David: 'T will
arise and go, and will gather all Israel
unto my lord the king, that they may
make a covenant with thee, and that thou
mayest reign over all that thy soul
desireth.” And David sent Abner away;
and he went in peace.

22 And, behold, the servants of David
and Joab came from a foray, and brought
in a great spoil with them; but Abner
was not with David in Hebron; for he
had sent him away, and he was gone in
peace.

27 And when Abner was returned to
Hebron, Joab took him aside into the
midst of the gate to speak with him
quietly, and smote him there in the
groin, that he died, for the blood of
Asahel his brother.

28 And afterward when David heard it,
he said: ’'I and my kingdom are guiltless
before the LORD for ever from the
blood of Abner the son of Ner;

29 let it fall upon the head of Joab, and
upon all his father’s house; and let there
not fail from the house of Joab one that
hath an issue, or that is a leper, or that
leaneth on a staff, or that falleth by the
sword, or that lacketh bread.’

30 So Joab and Abishai his brother slew
Abner, because he had killed their
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31 And David said to Joab, and to all
the people that were with him: "Rend
your clothes, and gird you with
sackcloth, and wail before Abner.’
And king David followed the bier.

32 And they buried Abner in Hebron;
and the king lifted up his voice, and
wept at the grave of Abner; and all
the people wept. {S}

33 And the king lamented for Abner,
and said: Should Abner die as a churl
dieth?

36 And all the people took notice of it,
and it pleased them; whatsoever the
king did, pleased all the people.

37 So all the people and all Israel
understood that day that it was not of
the king to slay Abner the son of

Ner. {S}

38 And the king said unto his
servants: ’Know ye not that thereis a
prince and a great man fallen this day
in Israel?

39 And I am this day weak, and just
anointed king; and these men the sons
of Zeruiah are too hard for me; the
LORD reward the evildoer according
to his wickedness.” {P}

Chapter 4 — note who the assassins are — i.e. from which tribe!
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1 And when Saul’s son heard that Abner
was dead in Hebron, his hands became

feeble, and all the Israelites were
affrighted.

2 And Saul’s son had two men that were
captains of bands; the name of the one was
Baanah, and the name of the other Rechab,
the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the
children of Benjamin; for Beeroth also is
reckoned to Benjamin;



III. The source in Sefer Devarim — chapter 12
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1 These are the statutes and the ordinances,
which ye shall observe to do in the land
which the LORD, the God of thy fathers,
hath given thee to possess it, all the days
that ye live upon the earth.

2 Ye shall surely destroy all the places,
wherein the nations that ye are to
dispossess served their gods, upon the high
mountains, and upon the hills, and under
every leafy tree.

3 And ye shall break down their altars, and
dash in pieces their pillars, and burn their
Asherim with fire; and ye shall hew down
the graven images of their gods; and ye
shall destroy their name out of that place.

4 Ye shall not do so unto the LORD your
God.

5 But unto the place which the LORD your
God shall choose out of all your tribes to
put His name there, even unto His
habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou
shalt come;

6 and thither ye shall bring your burnt-offerings,
and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and the
offering of your hand, and your vows, and your
freewill-offerings, and the firstlings of your
herd and of your flock;

7 and there ye shall eat before the LORD your
God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your
hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the
LORD thy God hath blessed thee.

8 Ye shall not do after all that we do here this
day, every man whatsoever is right in his own
eyes;

9 for ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the
inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth
thee.

10 But when ye go over the Jordan, and dwell in
the land which the LORD your God causeth
you to inherit, and He giveth you rest from all
your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in
safety;

11 then it shall come to pass that the place
which the LORD your God shall choose to
cause His name to dwell there, thither shall ye
bring all that I command you: your burnt-
offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and
the offering of your hand, and all your choice
vows which ye vow unto the LORD.



IV. David’s request to build a House for God, in light of Devarim 12

Shmuel bet — chapter 7
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1 And it came to pass, when the king
dwelt in his house, and the LORD had
given him rest from all his enemies

round about,
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2 that the king said unto Nathan the
prophet: 'See now, I dwell in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth
within curtains.’

3 And Nathan said to the king: 'Go, do
all that 1s in thy heart; for the LORD
1s with thee.’

4 And it came to pass the same
night, {S} that the word of the LORD
came unto Nathan, saying:

5 'Go and tell My servant
David: {S} Thus saith the LORD:
Shalt thou build Me a house for Me to

SNAVY N2 9D-N)AN NOND  dwell in

In light of this, let’s return to chapter 5
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4 David was thirty years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned forty years.

§ In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years
and six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned
thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah.

6 And the king and his men went to Jerusalem
against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land,
who spoke unto David, saying: 'Except thou
take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not
come in hither’; thinking: '‘David cannot come
in hither.’

7 Nevertheless David took the stronghold of
Zion; the same is the city of David.

8 And David said on that day: "Whosoever
smiteth the Jebusites, and getteth up to the
gutter, and [taketh away] the lame and the blind,
that are hated of David’s soul--./ Wherefore they
say: 'There are the blind and the lame; he
cannot come into the house.’

9 And David dwelt in the stronghold, and called
it the city of David. And David built round about
from Millo and inward.
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10 And David waxed greater and greater; for the
LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. {P}

11 And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to
David, and cedar-trees, and carpenters, and
masons; and they built David a house.

12 And David perceived that the LORD had
established him king over Israel, and that He had
exalted his kingdom for His people Israel’s

sake. {S}



