The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 21
Shaul’s sin with Amalek - “shogeg” or "mayzid”

An “intentional” or “unintentional” mistake
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

|. The usual review of the units we have identified thus far
And how they relate to the prophetic theme of the entire book

Shmuel chapters 1->7 / Shmuel the Prophet & Judge
Establishing Shmuel as a'trusted’ Prophet - & his religious and educational reform

Chapters 8-> 12 — God agrees to a Monarchy (despite Shmuel’s reservations
The people’s request a King/ & Shaul’s two coronations

Chapter 13 -> 14 Shaul’s Kingdom
Despite Shaul’s military victory, Hashem promises to dethrone him.

Chapters 15-16 - The war with Amalek / & Shaul’s punishment

Next unit — will begin in chapter 17
Note new introduction & that now David is the protagonist

ll. Agag — a ‘genetic’ or ‘thematic’ descendant of the Biblical Amalek
Shmuel Aleph chapter 15
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The commandment in Devarim chapter 26
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wast faint and weary; and he feared not
God.
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possess it, that thou shalt blot out the
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heaven; thou shalt not forget.

The story in Shmot chapter 17, noting its context:
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Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin,
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commandment of the LORD, and encamped
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people to drink.
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and said: 'Give us water that we may drink.
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the people murmured against Moses, and
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before the people, and take with thee of the
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: smotest the river, take in thy hand, and go.
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the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the
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Massah, and Meribah, because of the striving
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tried the LORD, saying: 'Is the LORD among
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his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he

Pb@}) pEbY ’]"Tz ney ﬁ\’)l_*{g) let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.
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name of it Adonai-nissi.
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lll. Key questions: [Why Amalek is logically not genetic]
e Why is commandment ONLY after we have quiet from ALL of
enemies that surround us
e Why is it mitzvah for the ‘nation’ — or the King /not individual
e Why only in the ‘Promised Land’
How can be a commandment for ALL future generations
How do we keep track of their descendants?
o [do we follow the father, the mother, or both???]
Where is their country on the map?
How does it chime with the rest of the laws in Dv chapters 24 thru 25
o Note: The type of laws that precede remembering Amalek
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IV. What did Shaul do wrong in the battle (that he won against Amalek)
Chapter 15
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Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed
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performed My commandments.” And it
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,b’N\? ’b ﬂ”N,’_ ,b’N\’?'bN ’vag\,) N:lz] ) 13 And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul

said unto him: 'Blessed be thou of the

’nlﬂ, ’gnr_nx ’,nb,?a--ﬂlny? n’:us ‘pﬂg LORD; I have performed the

commandment of the LORD.’
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then this bleating of the sheep in mine
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them from the Amalekites; for the
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little in thine own sight, art thou not
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journey, and said: Go and utterly
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fight against them until they be

ﬂﬂ:\N nﬂ:\’b? 1y ,’: j:\):f_\b)’ consumed.
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hearken to the voice of the LORD, but
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which was evil in the sight of the
LORD {S}
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have hearkened to the voice of the
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the LORD sent me, and have brought
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utterly destroyed the Amalekites.
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sheep and oxen, the chief of the

(0} o393 rion sy 3, 00n (s
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as great delight in burnt-offerings and

. y By~ VI« D) ) sacrifices, as in hearkening to the voice
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fat of rams.

Note how Shaul seems to be sure that he acted correctly —
I.e. he is not “shogeg” — he was totally aware of his actions
he just thought that what he did was want Hashem wanted!



V. Shaul’s worry about his honor
And WHY he admits his ‘guilt’ — only after triple rebuke

,nnun wanw bN b)Nw .‘DN,] 11: Zfl And Saul said unto Samuel: 'I have

sinned; for I have transgressed the

‘[)“:‘[-nxj ‘-”‘-‘, -,g '”N ,n“:” -’: commandment of the LORD, and thy

words; because I feared the people, and
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away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his

{v} ”‘17” ’,b,”n q)b: 7:”” robe, and it rent. {S}
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neighbour of thine, that is better than
thou. {S}

un), Nb’ ‘1‘7\0, N’ ,N"\’), ns) D)’ Vs 29 And also the Glory of Israel will not

lie nor repent; for He is not a man, that

Dn)_]b N]"] D‘[’N Nb D He should repent.’
-YINVN “”N” b 30 Then he said: ’I have sinned; yet

honour me now, I pray thee, before the

. _ elders of my people, and before Israel,
' and return with me, that [ may worship
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to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.’

D) Y And Agag came unto him in chains.
J'\J‘f)m ))N 1 bN .[b ] And Agag said: ’Surely the bitterness of
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made women childless, so shall thy

b} mother be childless among women.
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Ny, IMA-DN N2Y DINYY 5 NN ,IWIDY T22) 15 &R e hichouse o Gibeath-
772‘{\’) shaul.
NN O -1Y ,2IRY-NN MR INIY G0N N 2 e e e o S
PYNN->2 ,0N) MY ; SINY-IN ,INIDY FANRN->2 moured for Saul; and the LORD

repented that He had made Saul king
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Appendix - Yirat Elokim
A. '"Yirat Elokim' - in Chumash

Breishit Chapter 20 - Avraham & Avimelech
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Breishit chapter 42 - Yosef & his brothers
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Shmot chapter one - the Midwives
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B. When David fights Amalek several years later:
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