The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 20
Why Shaul loses his Kingdom because he WINS a War

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

|. Review of our suggested theme for the book &
Review of the units we have identified thus far:

Shmuel chapters 1->7 / Shmuel the Prophet & Judge
Review key proofs, especially based on final psukim of chapter 7

Chapters 8-> 12
The people’s request a King/ & Shaul’s two coronations

Chapter 13 -> 14 Shaul’s Kingdom
Note header format in chapter 13 and concluding verses of chap. 14

Chapters 15-16 - The war with Amalek / & Shaul’s punishment

Next unit — beginning in chapter 17
Note new introduction & who is the protagonist

ll. Review Shaul —a succesful King / by noting end of chapter 14
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lll. The TWO times Hashem informs Shaul that he lost his Kingdom
Chapter 13
For not waiting the full 7 days for Shmuel to come
And then ‘bringing a korban’
Chapter 15
For not killing Agag during the battle
& for ‘using the choice animals for korbanot’
??7?7? —what is the logic????
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1 Saul was ---- years old when he began to
reign; and two years he reigned over
Israel.

2 And Saul chose him three thousand men
of Israel; whereof two thousand were with
Saul in Michmas and in the mount of
Beth-¢l, and a thousand were with
Jonathan in Gibeath-benjamin; and the
rest of the people he sent every man to his
tent.

3 And Jonathan smote the garrison of the
Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines
heard of'it. And Saul blew the horn throughout
all the land, saying: 'Let the Hebrews hear.’

4 And all Israel heard say that Saul had smitten
the garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel
also had made himself odious with the
Philistines. And the people were gathered
together after Saul to Gilgal.

5 And the Philistines assembled themselves
together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, and
people as the sand which is on the sea-shore in
multitude; and they came up, and pitched in
Michmas, eastward of Beth-aven.

6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in
a strait--for the people were distressed--then the
people did hide themselves in caves, and in
thickets, and in rocks, and in holds, and in pits.

7 Now some of the Hebrews had gone over the
Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead; but as for
Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people
followed him trembling.

8 And he tarried seven days, according to
the set time that Samuel had appointed;
but Samuel came not to Gilgal; and the
people were scattered from him.

9 And Saul said: /Bring hither to me the
burnt-offering and the peace-offerings.’
And he offered the burnt-offering.

10 And it came to pass that, as soon as he
had made an end of offering the burnt-
offering, behold, Samuel came; and Saul
went out to meet him, that he might salute
him.

11 And Samuel said: *What hast thou
done? And Saul said: 'Because I saw that
the people were scattered from me, and
that thou camest not within the days
appointed, and that the Philistines
assembled themselves together against
Michmas;

12 therefore said I: Now will the
Philistines come down upon me to Gilgal,
and I have not entreated the favour of the
LORD; I forced myself therefore, and
offered the burnt-offering.’ {S}

13 And Samuel said to Saul: 'Thou hast
done foolishly; thou hast not kept the
commandment of the LORD thy God,
which He commanded thee; for now
would the LORD have established thy
kingdom upon Israel for ever.

14 But now thy kingdom shall not
continue; the LORD hath sought him a
man after His own heart, and the LORD
hath appointed him to be prince over His
people, because thou hast not kept that
which the LORD commanded thee. {S}



I11. What was the original commandment to wait 7 days- and WHY?
Shmuel Aleph chapter 10
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D\D W\DN D’_‘bN—] ﬂ)’:l) Ntlﬂ ,]D ‘TﬂN ﬂ where is the garrison of the Philistines; and it
shall come to pass, when thou art come thither

b:lﬁ T\)’)Q) h]’)’_‘ D\D .[N:I.D ’jn D’J'W)bﬁ ’333 to the city, thatth(;u shalt meet a band of

! prophets coming down from the high place

b?bnj qnj bJJ Dﬂ’)gb] —]D:lﬂ)g D)‘I"'\) D’NJJ with a psaltery, and a timbrel, and a pipe, and

a harp, before them; and they will be

DONDIND NN 3D oo
;029 °2INNY,MNS M JO9Y INYYY I Saliemrielie LR vieone

with them, and shalt be turned into another

NN \wng ,59973) nan
==9ND MNNRD (NINAN) NIONAN 29,720 T e, tat tho do as oy hand shall Fnc
) ’4,[,1,2 Ng):ﬂ ‘W)ZS ﬂb ﬁw}’ :1? for God is with thee.
| 0y 0X0YND 99
STOIN 93 99N N3N, 9I9ID 209 PTAY N fndvehold, Lwilcome down unio hee, to

offer burnt- offermgs and to sacrifice

ﬂ’)ﬁ’ n”:w ﬂ’)ﬁb\’) ,n:t n:’b n’b” n’b”.‘b sacrifices of peace-offerings; seven days shalt

* thou tarry, till I come unto thee, and tell thee

N ‘[‘J IMYTIN JOTN INTA-1Y I i ioushal do
YYD YYUN
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Discuss — What is the logic of this ‘single’ exception to the rule
Compare this verse with the story in chapter 13

Relate to the original ‘religious’ danger of establishing a Monarchy
Chapter 8

;09910 %991 ,XIND DV ,DNPYTI NP Jourkine shom se chall have chosen you
T ' DDb Dnjnj .\\))N an the LORD will not answer you in that
ay.’
NN O o:m -n-v -m» Nb1
YN 3 INIIY DIPD YYD 0D NN 0P 1o oS imel nd hey s oy, bt
.’),,” .‘,‘1, ‘[b’: ON ,: ,Nb there shall be a king over us;
199913 9309V ; DD -999 ,ININ-D) 939%9) 5 fﬁaihsafgiﬁ;&‘;;%gz?k;z‘éé“go“sfffssléoi‘;d
.umnm -NN ONDY) ,H9Y Nyy e
s DY 212792 NN, ONIDY VO N 1ok, ind hespoke hem i he cars of he
{o} .mmyonna,0nam



Note the danger of winning a war w/o divine intervention.

Possible solution

The King winning a war, in a manner that makes clear to everyone
that Hashem gets the credit

[keep this in mind when we discuss David’s rise to power]

Also
Note contrast between the actions of Yonatan vs. those of Shaul —
In the story of the battle described in chapters 13 & 14

IV. The war against Amalek
Discuss — why is it forbidden to take from the ‘booty’
Chapter 15
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