The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 16
Sefer Shmuel & its prophetic purpose
Shmuel - A 'Prophet’, a 'Judge’, or a Leader?

National rebuilding after the catastrophic events at Shilo
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

|. Review — Shmuel chapters 1->7 / how & why they form a unit

Chapter 1->2

The birth of Shmuel / Chana’s Prayer

Shmuel serves at the Mishkan with Eli the High Priest in Shilo
The sins of Eli’s sons & their nature

Chapter 3->

Shmuel’s first prophecy

Chapter 4->6

The war with the Phlishtim — the Ark of the Covenant taken captive
The return of the Ark to Bet-Shemesh, and then to Kiryat Ye'arim
Chapter 7

The “teshuva” gathering in Mitzpe

Summary verses
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6 And they gathered together to
Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it
out before the LORD, and fasted on
that day, and said there: 'We have
sinned against the LORD.” And Samuel
judged the children of Israel in Mizpah.

7 And when the Philistines heard that the
children of Israel were gathered together to
Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up
against Israel. And when the children of Israel
heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines.

8 And the children of Israel said to Samuel:
'Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us,
that He save us out of the hand of the
Philistines.’

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered
it for a whole burnt-offering unto the LORD;
and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Israel; and
the LORD answered him.

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt-
offering, the Philistines drew near to battle
against Israel; but the LORD thundered with a
great thunder on that day upon the Philistines,
and discomfited them; and they were smitten
down before Israel.

11 And the men of Israel went out of
Mizpah, and pursued the Philistines,
and smote them, until they came under
Beth-car.

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it
between Mizpah and Shen, and called
the name of it Eben-ezer, saying:
'Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.’

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and
they came no more within the border of
Israel; and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of
Samuel.

14 And the cities which the Philistines
had taken from Israel were restored to
Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the border thereof did Israel deliver out
of the hand of the Philistines. And there
was peace between Israel and the
Amorites.

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the
days of his life.

16 And he went from year to year in
circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and
Mizpah; and he judged Israel in all

: those places.

17 And his return was to Ramabh, for
there was his house; and there he
judged Israel; and he built there an
altar unto the LORD.



ll. The prophetic perspective on national tragedy
Discuss —tochachot in the Torah
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Ill. Bamidbar chapter 10 - Trumpets in times of peril
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V. Rambam — Law of Fasting [Taanit] - chapter 1
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It is a positive Torah commandment to cry out and to sound trumpets in the event of any difficulty that
arises which affects the community, as [Numbers 10:9] states: "[When you go out to war... against] an
enemy who attacks you and you sound the trumpets...."

[This commandment is not restricted to such a limited scope; rather] the intent is: Whenever you are
distressed by difficulties - e.g., famine, plague, locusts, or the like - cry out [to God] because of them and
sound the trumpets.
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This practice is one of the paths of repentance, for when a difficulty arises, and the people cry out [to
God] and sound the trumpets, everyone will realize that [the difficulty] occurred because of their evil
conduct, as [Jeremiah 5:25] states: "Your sins have turned away [the rains and the harvest climate]." This
[realization] will cause the removal of this difficulty.
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Conversely, should the people fail to cry out [to God] and sound the trumpets, and instead say, "What has
happened to us is merely a natural phenomenon and this difficulty is merely a chance occurrence," this is
a cruel conception of things, which causes them to remain attached to their wicked deeds. Thus, this time
of distress will lead to further distresses.



