The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 13

Sefer Shmuel & its prophetic purpose

Who was Shmuel - a Levite, a Kohen, a Shofet, or a Navi?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Intro: The book of Shmuel vs the Prophet Shmuel

In our introductory class, we discussed how the BOOK of Shmuel must be a
later work (most likely from early split kingdom time period), which selectively
quotes from three existing books, i.e. the collective prophecies of Shmuel, Gad, &
Natan. In today’s class, we will show how Sefer Shmuel contain distinct units, that

are quite easy to identify.

We will focus today on chapters 1 thru 7, showing how they form a unit, in
attempt to understand why it was written, and how it fits into the wider theme of

our Sefer Shmuel.

I. Shmuel’s genealogy — Divrei ha’Yamim Aleph chapter 6:
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16 And these are they whom David set over
the service of song in the house of the
LORD, after that the ark had rest.

17 And they ministered with song before
the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, until
Solomon had built the house of the LORD
in Jerusalem; and they took their station at
their service according to their order.

18 And these are they that took their
station, and their sons. Of the sons of the
Kohathites: Heman the singer, the son of
Joel, the son of Samuel;

19 the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham,
the son of Eliel, the son of Toah;

20 the son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the
son of Mahath, the son of Amasai;

21 the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the
son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah;

22 the son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the
son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah;

23 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the
son of Levi, the son of Israel. {S}

24 And his brother Asaph, who stood on his
right hand; even Asaph the son of
Berechiah, the son of Shimea;

25 the son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah,
the son of Malchijah;

26 the son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the
son of Adaiah;

27 the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the
son of Shimei;

28 the son of Jahath, the son of Gershom,
the son of Levi. {S
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Shmuel Aleph 1:1-3 - Ephramite or Levite?
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Review - The contrast between Shmuel & the sons of Eli
Shmuel Aleph — chapter 2
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Il. Shmuel the “kohen” chapter 1
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17 And the sin of the young men was
very great before the LORD; for the
men dealt contemptuously with the

* offering of the LORD.

18 But Samuel ministered before the
LORD, being a child, girded with a
linen ephod.

26 And the child Samuel grew on, and increased in
favour both with the LORD, and also with en. { P}

19 And they rose up in the morning early, and
worshipped before the LORD, and returned, and
came to their house to Ramah; and Elkanah knew
Hannah his wife; and the LORD remembered her.

20 And it came to pass, when the time was come
about, that Hannah conceived, and bore a son; and
she called his name Samuel: 'because I have asked
him of the LORD.

21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went
up to offer unto the LORD the yearly sacrifice,
and his vow.

22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her
husband: 'Until the child be weaned, when I will
bring him, that he may appear before the LORD,
and there abide for ever.’

23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her: ‘Do
what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have
weaned him; only the LORD establish His word.’
So the woman tarried and gave her son suck, until
she weaned him.

24 And when she had weaned him, she took him
up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of
meal, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto
the house of the LORD in Shiloh; and the child
was young.

25 And when the bullock was slain, the child was
brought to Eli.

26 And she said: 'Oh, my lord, as thy soul liveth,
my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here,
praying unto the LORD.

27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath
granted me my petition which I asked of Him;

28 therefore I also have lent him to the LORD; as
long as he liveth he is lent to the LORD.” And he

18 But Samuel ministered before the LORD, being a
child, girded with a linen ephod.

[Compare Shoftim 17:7-13 — the wandering Levite who became a kohen]



lll. — Shmuel the Prophet:
Shmuel’s first prophecy re: destruction: - chapter 3
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IV. Shmuel the “shofet” - Chapter7
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Appendix
In relation to King David - composer of Tehillim
anointed by Shmuel - author of Sefer Shmuel
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