The Early Prophets - One Book, One Theme - class # 1
Haazinu the last song of the Torah
Or the Introduction to the books of the Prophets

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction

Discussion of the purpose of the series

& the purpose of Prophecy

Discussion, what is the topic and purpose of shirat Haazinu

I. Devarim chapter 31 / The introduction to shirat Haazinu
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7 And Moses called unto Joshua, and said
unto him in the sight of all Israel: 'Be
strong and of good courage; for thou
shalt go with this people into the land
which the LORD hath sworn unto their
fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause
them to inherit it.

8 And the LORD, He it is that doth go
before thee; He will be with thee, He will
not fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear
not, neither be dismayed.’

9 And Moses wrote this law, and
delivered it unto the priests the sons of
Levi, that bore the ark of the covenant of
the LORD, and unto all the elders of
Israel.

10 And Moses commanded them, saying:
1At the end of every seven years, in the
set time of the year of release, in the feast
of tabernacles,

11 when all Israel is come to appear
before the LORD thy God in the place
which He shall choose, thou shalt read
this law before all Israel in their hearing.

12 Assemble the people, the men and the
women and the little ones, and thy
stranger that is within thy gates, that they
may hear, and that they may learn, and
fear the LORD your God, and observe to
do all the words of this law;

13 and that their children, who have not
known, may hear, and learn to fear the
LORD your God, as long as ye live in the
land whither ye go over the Jordan to
possess it.’ {P}
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14 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'‘Behold, thy days approach that thou
must die; call Joshua, and present
yourselves in the tent of meeting, that
may give him a charge.” And Moses and
Joshua went, and presented themselves in
the tent of meeting.

15 And the LORD appeared in the Tent
in a pillar of cloud; and the pillar of
cloud stood over the door of the Tent.

16 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'‘Behold, thou art about to sleep with thy
fathers; and this people will rise up, and
go astray after the foreign gods of the
land, whither they go to be among them,
and will forsake Me, and break My
covenant which I have made with them.

17 Then My anger shall be kindled
against them in that day, and I will
forsake them, and I will hide My face
from them, and they shall be devoured,
and many evils and troubles shall come
upon them; so that they will say in that
day: Are not these evils come upon us
because our God is not among us?

18 And [ will surely hide My face in that
day for all the evil which they shall have
wrought, in that they are turned unto
other gods.

19 Now therefore write ye this song for
you, and teach thou it the children of
Israel; put it in their mouths, that this
song may be a witness for Me against the
children of Israel.

20 For when I shall have brought them
into the land which I swore unto their
fathers, flowing with milk and honey;
and they shall have eaten their fill, and
waxen fat; and turned unto other gods,
and served them, and despised Me, and
broken My covenant;

21 then it shall come to pass, when many
evils and troubles are come upon them,

that this song shall testify before them as
a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out

¢ ofthe mouths of their seed; for [ know

their imagination how they do even now,
before I have brought them into the land
which I swore.’

22 So Moses wrote this song the same
day, and taught it the children of Israel.
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23 And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a
charge, and said: 'Be strong and of good
courage; for thou shalt bring the children
of Israel into the land which I swore unto
them; and I will be with thee.’

24 And it came to pass, when Moses had
made an end of writing the words of this
law in a book, until they were finished,

25 that Moses commanded the Levites,
that bore the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, saying:

26 'Take this book of the law, and put it
by the side of the ark of the covenant of
the LORD your God, that it may be there
for a witness against thee.

27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff
neck; behold, while I am yet alive with
you this day, ye have been rebellious
against the LORD; and how much more
after my death?

28 Assemble unto me all the elders of
your tribes, and your officers, that [ may
speak these words in their ears, and call
heaven and earth to witness against them.

29 For [ know that after my death ye will
in any wise deal corruptly, and turn aside
from the way which I have commanded
you; and evil will befall you in the end of
days; because ye will do that which is
evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke
Him through the work of your hands.’

30 And Moses spoke in the ears of all the
assembly of Israel the words of this song,
until they were finished:

1 Give ear, ye heavens, and I will
speak; and let the earth hear the words
of my mouth.

2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
my speech shall distil as the dew; as
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the small rain upon the tender grass,
and as the showers upon the herb.

3 For I will proclaim the name of the
LORD; ascribe ye greatness unto our
God.

4 The Rock, His work is perfect; for
all His ways are justice; a God of
faithfulness and without iniquity, just
and right is He.

5 Is corruption His? No; His children’s
is the blemish; a generation crooked
and perverse.

6 Do ye thus requite the LORD, O
foolish people and unwise? is not He
thy father that hath gotten thee? hath
He not made thee, and established
thee?

7 Remember the days of old, consider
the years of many generations; ask
thy father, and he will declare unto
thee, thine elders, and they will tell
thee.

8 When the Most High gave to the
nations their inheritance, when He
separated the children of men, He set
the borders of the peoples according
to the number of the children of Israel.

9 For the portion of the LORD is His
people, Jacob the lot of His
inheritance.

10 He found him in a desert land, and
in the waste, a howling wilderness;
He compassed him about, He cared
for him, He kept him as the apple of
His eye.

11 As an eagle that stirreth up her nest,
hovereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her

4
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wings, taketh them, beareth them on her
pinions--

12 The LORD alone did lead him, and
there was no strange god with Him.

13 He made him ride on the high
places of the earth, and he did eat the
fruitage of the field; and He made him
to suck honey out of the crag, and oil
out of the flinty rock;

14 Curd of kine, and milk of sheep,
with fat of lambs, and rams of the
breed of Bashan, and he-goats, with
the kidney-fat of wheat; and of the
blood of the grape thou drankest
foaming wine.

15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and
kicked--thou didst wax fat, thou didst
grow thick, thou didst become gross--
and he forsook God who made him,
and contemned the Rock of his
salvation.

16 They roused Him to jealousy with
strange gods, with abominations did
they provoke Him.

17 They sacrificed unto demons, no-
gods, gods that they knew not, new
gods that came up of late, which your
fathers dreaded not.

18 Of the Rock that begot thee thou
wast unmindful, and didst forget God
that bore thee.

19 And the LORD saw, and spurned,
because of the provoking of His sons
and His daughters.

20 And He said: 'I will hide My face
from them, I will see what their end
shall be; for they are a very froward
generation, children in whom is no
faithfulness.
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21 They have roused Me to jealousy
with a no-god; they have provoked
Me with their vanities; and I will
rouse them to jealousy with a no-
people; I will provoke them with a
vile nation.

22 For a fire 1s kindled in My nostril,
and burneth unto the depths of the
nether-world, and devoureth the earth
with her produce, and setteth ablaze
the foundations of the mountains.

23 [ will heap evils upon them; I will
spend Mine arrows upon them;

24 The wasting of hunger, and the
devouring of the fiery bolt, and bitter
destruction; and the teeth of beasts
will I send upon them, with the venom
of crawling things of the dust.

25 Without shall the sword bereave,
and in the chambers terror; slaying
both young man and virgin, the
suckling with the man of gray hairs.

26 | thought I would make an end of
them, I would make their memory
cease from among men;

27 Were it not that I dreaded the
enemy’s provocation, lest their
adversaries should misdeem, lest they
should say: Our hand is exalted, and
not the LORD hath wrought all this.’

28 For they are a nation void of
counsel, and there is no understanding
in them.

29 If they were wise, they would
understand this, they would discern
their latter end.

30 How should one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight,
except their Rock had given them
over and the LORD had delivered
them up?
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31 For their rock is not as our Rock,
even our enemies themselves bemg
judges.

32 For their vine is of the vine of
Sodom, and of the fields of
Gomorrah; their grapes are grapes of
gall, their clusters are bitter;

33 Their wine 1s the venom of
serpents, and the cruel poison of asps.

34 'Is not this laid up in store with Me,
sealed up in My treasuries?

35 Vengeance 1s Mine, and
recompense, against the time when
their foot shall slip; for the day of
their calamity is at hand, and the
things that are to come upon them
shall make haste.

36 For the LORD will judge His
people, and repent Himself for His
servants; when He seeth that their
stay is gone, and there is none
remaining, shut up or left at large.

37 And it is said: Where are their
gods, the rock in whom they trusted;

38 Who did eat the fat of their
sacrifices, and drank the wine of their
drink-offering? let him rise up and
help you, let him be your protection.

39 See now that I, even I, am He, and
there is no god with Me; 1 kill, and I
make alive; I have wounded, and I
heal; and there is none that can
deliver out of My hand.

40 For I lift up My hand to heaven,
and say: As I live for ever,

41 If [ whet My glittering sword, and
My hand take hold on judgment; I
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ITI. Hester Panim,,,

Ibn Ezra’'s commentary re:“hester panim”,
DIVN X7 - "IN INO?7' DRY —

will render vengeance to Mine
adversaries, and will recompense
them that hate Me.

42 | will make Mine arrows drunk
with blood, and My sword shall
devour flesh; with the blood of the
slain and the captives, from the long-
haired heads of the enemy.’

43 Sing aloud, O ye nations, of His
people; for He doth avenge the blood
of His servants, and doth render
vengeance to His adversaries, and
doth make expiation for the land of
His people. {P}

44 And Moses came and spoke all the
words of this song in the ears of the
people, he, and Hoshea the son of
Nun.

45 And when Moses made an end of
speaking all these words to all Israel,

46 he said unto them: 'Set your heart
unto all the words wherewith I testify
against you this day; that ye may
charge your children therewith to
observe to do all the words of this law.

47 For it is no vain thing for you;
because it is your life, and through
this thing ye shall prolong your days
upon the land, whither ye go over the
Jordan to possess it.’ {P}

and purpose of ‘shira’
A'NON TNOon DYVl

AWV AN VT X7 AR X7 DTN wnnl.

For should they call out to me [in prayer],

7931 1277 IW7 anm DI

| will not answer them

— acting like one who does not see, and doesn’t know what to do....
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. Hester Panim - in Tehillim, in relation to prayer
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1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz,
which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem, in the days of Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth,
for the LORD hath spoken: Children I
have reared, and brought up, and they
have rebelled against Me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass
his master’s crib; but Israel doth not
know, My people doth not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with
niquity, a seed of evil-doers, children
that deal corruptly; they have forsaken
the LORD, they have contemned the
Holy One of Israel, they are turned away
backward.
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1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save, neither His
ear heavy, that it cannot hear;

2 But your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your sins
have hid His face from you, that He will
not hear.

3 For your hands are defiled with blood,
and your fingers with iniquity; your lips
have spoken lies, your tongue muttereth
wickedness.

4 None sueth in righteousness, and none
pleadeth in truth; they trust in vanity, and
speak lies, they conceive mischief, and
bring forth iniquity.

16 And He saw that there was no man, and
was astonished that there was no
intercessor; therefore His own arm brought
salvation unto Him; and His righteousness,
it sustained Him;

17 And He put on righteousness as a coat
of mail, and a helmet of salvation upon His
head, and He put on garments of
vengeance for clothing, and was clad with
zeal as a cloak.

18 According to their deeds, accordingly
He will repay, fury to His adversarles
recompense to His enemies; to the islands
He will repay recompense.

19 So shall they fear the name of the
LORD from the west, and His glory from
the rising of the sun; for distress will come
in like a flood, which the breath of the
LORD driveth.

20 And a redeemer will come to Zion, and
unto them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith the LORD.

21 And as for Me, this is My covenant with
them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is

10
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Note — this is from the Haftara of Yom Kippur shacharit —
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V1. Tehillim 78 & shirat Haazinu

. qu;gj ’33:3'\?)_3 N 1 Maschil of Asaph. {N}
Give ear, O my people, to my

’ ,n‘vn Y, ”:)_’ ﬁ;’tlj“o teaching; incline your ears to the
,’.g -,“,:Nb ’najtg “"O words of my mouth.

95933 InaN 3 ZLullopenm meutits
BT, 7PN NYAR concern’ing days of old;

APDIANY ; OYTI IYNY IUN ) 13{» Thatwhighwefhahve h}elard aniid
Y-)qop <nown, andour fathers have told us,

NN ATTY -0 TN ND 7 4 We will ot hide flrlom their
T ’ o et C children, telling to the generation to
NN nivNRH D9PN come the praises of the LORD, {N}

YY IUN ,1’3:1'2‘{_5.‘?!3] iﬁ’(}!" and His strength, and His wondrous
C S works that He hath done.
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5 For He established a testimony in
Jacob, and appointed a law in
Israel, {N}

which He commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known
to their children;

6 That the generation to come might
know them, even the children that
should be born; who should arise
and tell them to their children,

7 That they might put their
confidence in God, and not forget the
works of God, but keep His
commandments;

8 And might not be as their fathers, a
stubborn and rebellious

generation; {N}

a generation that set not their heart
aright, and whose spirit was not
stedfast with God.

36 But they beguiled Him with their mouth, and
lied unto Him with their tongue.

37 For their heart was not stedfast with Him,
neither were they faithful in His covenant.

38 But He, being full of compassion, forgiveth
iniquity, and destroyeth not; {N}

yea, many a time doth He turn His anger away,
and doth not stir up all His wrath.

19X 1YY N2
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39 So He remembered that they were but flesh, a
wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.

2
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40 How oft did they rebel against Him in the
wilderness, and grieve Him in the desert!

SR Ak
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41 And still again they tried God, and set bounds
to the Holy One of Israel.

NN
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42 They remembered not His hand, nor the day
when He redeemed them from the adversary.

43 How He set His signs in Egypt, and His
wonders in the field of Zoan;

44 And turned their rivers into blood, so that they
could not drink their streams.

45 He sent among them swarms of flies, which
devoured them; and frogs, which destroyed them.

46 He gave also their increase unto the caterpillar,
and their labour unto the locust.

47 He destroyed their vines with hail, and their
sycamore-trees with frost.

48 He gave over their cattle also to the hail, and
their flocks to fiery bolts.

49 He sent forth upon them the fierceness of His
anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, a
sending of messengers of evil.

50 He levelled a path for His anger; He spared not
their soul from death, but gave their life over to
the pestilence;

51 And smote all the first-born in Egypt, the first-
fruits of their strength in the tents of Ham;

52 But He made His own people to go forth like
sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a
flock.

53 And He led them safely, and they feared not;
but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.

54 And He brought them to His holy border, to the
mountain, which His right hand had gotten.

§5 He drove out the nations also before them, and
allotted them for an inheritance by line, {N}

and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their
tents.

56 Yet they tried and provoked God, the Most
High, and kept not His testimonies;
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§7 But turned back, and dealt treacherously like
their fathers; they were turned aside like a
deceitful bow.

58 For they provoked Him with their high places,
and moved Him to jealousy with their graven
images.

59 God heard, and was wroth, and He greatly
abhorred Israel;

60 And He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the
tent which He had made to dwell among men;

61 And delivered His strength into captivity, and
His glory into the adversary’s hand.

62 He gave His people over also unto the sword;
and was wroth with His inheritance.

63 Fire devoured their young men; and their
virgins had no marriage-song.

64 Their priests fell by the sword; and their
widows made no lamentation.

65 Then the Lord awaked as one asleep, like a
mighty man recovering from wine.

66 And He smote His adversaries backward; He
put upon them a perpetual reproach.

67 Moreover He abhorred the tent of Joseph, and
chose not the tribe of Ephraim;

68 But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion
which He loved.

69 And He built His sanctuary like the heights,
like the earth which He hath founded for ever.

70 He chose David also His servant, and took him
from the sheepfolds;

71 From following the ewes that give suck He
brought him, to be shepherd over Jacob His
people, and Israel His inheritance.

72 So he shepherded them according to the
integrity of his heart; and lead them by the
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skilfulness of his hands.
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