Exploring the Torah's Chronological Integrity - class # 6
Before or After his famous Prayer -
When did Moshe break the Tablets?

Introduction / Review

tSource sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

. The juxtaposition of ‘units” in second half of Sefer Shmot
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The Golden Calf - Did the people ask for a 'god’, or a 'leader'?

The people's request from Aaron

God's promise to send a 'malach’
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We explained that the people assumed Moshe would not return, and
hence needed a 'miracle working' leader that would assist them in

defeating the nations of Canaan. They wanted a god that would work for

them, in contrast to the God whom they would work for.




A. The famous prayer: - Shmot 32:
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§ And when Aaron saw this, he built an altar
before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and
said: 'To-morrow shall be a feast to the
LORD./

6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and
offered burnt-offerings, and brought peace-
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and
to drink, and rose up to make merry. {P}

7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go, get
thee down; for thy people, that thou
broughtest up out of the land of Egypt, have
dealt corruptly;

8 they have turned aside quickly out of the
way which I commanded them; they have
made them a molten calf, and have
worshipped it, and have sacrificed unto it,
and said: This is thy god, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.’

9 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'I have
seen this people, and, behold, it is a
stiffnecked people.

10 Now therefore let Me alone, that My
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I
may consume them; and I will make of thee
a great nation.’

11 And Moses besought the LORD his God,
and said: 'LORD, why doth Thy wrath wax
hot against Thy people, that Thou hast
brought forth out of the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand:?

12 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak,
saying: For evil did He bring them forth, to
slay them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth? Turn from
Thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil
against Thy people.

13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
Thy servants, to whom Thou didst swear by
Thine own self, and saidst unto them: I will
multiply your seed as the stars of heaven,
and all this land that [ have spoken of will I
give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it
for ever.’
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14 And the LORD repented of the evil which
He said He would do unto His people. {P}

15 And Moses turned, and went down from
the mount, with the two tables of the
testimony in his hand; tables that were
written on both their sides; on the one side
and on the other were they written.

16 And the tables were the work of God, and
the writing was the writing of God, graven
upon the tables.

17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said unto Moses:
'There is a noise of war in the camp.’

18 And he said: ’It is not the voice of them
that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice
of them that cry for being overcome, but the
noise of them that sing do I hear.’

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came
nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf and
the dancing; and Moses’ anger waxed hot,
and he cast the tables out of his hands, and
broke them beneath the mount.

20 And he took the calf which they had
made, and burnt it with fire, and ground it to
powder, and strewed it upon the water, and
made the children of Israel drink of it.

21 And Moses said unto Aaron: *"What did
this people unto thee, that thou hast brought
a great sin upon them?’

22 And Aaron said: 'Let not the anger of my
lord wax hot; thou knowest the people, that
they are set on evil.

23 So they said unto me: Make us a god,
which shall go before us; for as for this
Moses, the man that brought us up out of the
land of Egypt, we know not what is become
of him.

24 And I said unto them: Whosoever hath
any gold, let them break it off; so they gave
it me; and I cast it into the fire, and there
came out this calf.

25 And when Moses saw that the people
were broken loose--for Aaron had let them
loose for a derision among their enemies--

26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp,
and said: '"Whoso is on the LORD'S side, let
him come unto me.” And all the sons of Levi
gathered themselves together unto him.
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B. Parallel story in Devarim chapter 9
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27 And he said unto them: 'Thus saith the
LORD, the God of Israel: Put ye every man
his sword upon his thigh, and go to and fro
from gate to gate throughout the camp, and
slay every man his brother, and every man
his companion, and every man his
neighbour.’

28 And the sons of Levi did according to the
word of Moses; and there fell of the people
that day about three thousand men.

29 And Moses said: '‘Consecrate yourselves
to-day to the LORD, for every man hath
been against his son and against his brother;
that He may also bestow upon you a blessing
this day.’

30 And it came to pass on the morrow, that
Moses said unto the people: 'Ye have sinned
a great sin; and now [ will go up unto the
LORD, peradventure I shall make atonement
for your sin.’

31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and
said: 'Oh, this people have sinned a great sin,
and have made them a god of gold.

32 Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin--;
and if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy
book which Thou hast written.’

33 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him
will I blot out of My book.

34 And now go, lead the people unto the
place of which I have spoken unto thee;
behold, Mine angel shall go before thee;
nevertheless in the day when I visit, I will
visit their sin upon them.’

35 And the LORD smote the people, because
they made the calf, which Aaron made. {S}

1 Hear, O Israel: thou art to pass
over the Jordan this day, to go in to
dispossess nations greater and
mightier than thyself, cities great
and fortified up to heaven,

2 apeople great and tall, the sons of
the Anakim, whom thou knowest,
and of whom thou hast heard say:
'Who can stand before the sons of
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3 Know therefore this day, that the
LORD thy God is He who goeth
over before thee as a devouring
fire; He will destroy them, and He
will bring them down before thee;
so shalt thou drive them out, and
make them to perish quickly, as the
LORD hath spoken unto thee.

4 Speak not thou in thy heart, after
that the LORD thy God hath thrust
them out from before thee, saying:
'For my righteousness the LORD
hath brought me in to possess this
land’; whereas for the wickedness
of these nations the LORD doth
drive them out from before thee.

§ Not for thy righteousness, or for
the uprightness of thy heart, dost
thou go in to possess their land; but
for the wickedness of these nations
the LORD thy God doth drive them
out from before thee, and that He
may establish the word which the
LORD swore unto thy fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

6 Know therefore that it is not for
thy righteousness that the LORD
thy God giveth thee this good land
to possess it; for thou art a
stiffnecked people.

7 Remember, forget thou not, how
thou didst make the LORD thy God
wroth in the wilderness; from the
day that thou didst go forth out of
the land of Egypt, until ye came
unto this place, ye have been
rebellious against the LORD.

8 Also in Horeb ye made the LORD
wroth, and the LORD was angered
with you to have destroyed you.

9 When I was gone up into the
mount to receive the tables of
stone, even the tables of the
covenant which the LORD made
with you, then I abode in the mount
forty days and forty nights; I did
neither eat bread nor drink water.

10 And the LORD delivered unto
me the two tables of stone written
with the finger of God; and on
them was written according to all
the words, which the LORD spoke
with you in the mount out of the
midst of the fire in the day of the
assembly.

11 And it came to pass at the end of

forty days and forty nights, that the
LORD gave me the two tables of
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stone, even the tables of the
covenant.

12 And the LORD said unto me:
1Arise, get thee down quickly from
hence; for thy people that thou hast
brought forth out of Egypt have
dealt corruptly; they are quickly
turned aside out of the way which I
commanded them; they have made
them a molten image.’

13 Furthermore the LORD spoke
unto me, saying: 'I have seen this
people, and, behold, itis a
stiftnecked people;

14 let Me alone, that I may destroy
them, and blot out their name from
under heaven; and I will make of
thee a nation mightier and greater
than they.’

15 So I turned and came down from
the mount, and the mount burned
with fire; and the two tables of the
covenant were in my two hands.

16 And I looked, and, behold, ye
had sinned against the LORD your
God; ye had made you a molten
calf; ye had turned aside quickly
out of the way which the LORD
had commanded you.

17 And I took hold of the two
tables, and cast them out of my two
hands, and broke them before your
eyes.

18 And I fell down before the
LORD, as at the first, forty days
and forty nights; I did neither eat
bread nor drink water; because of
all your sin which ye sinned, in
doing that which was evil in the
sight of the LORD, to provoke
Him.

19 For I was in dread of the anger
and hot displeasure, wherewith the
LORD was wroth against you to
destroy you. But the LORD
hearkened unto me that time also.

20 Moreover the LORD was very
angry with Aaron to have destroyed
him; and I prayed for Aaron also
the same time.

21 And I took your sin, the calf
which ye had made, and burnt it
with fire, and beat it in pieces,
grinding it very small, until it was
as fine as dust; and I cast the dust
thereof into the brook that
descended out of the mount.--
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22 And at Taberah, and at Massah,
and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ye made
the LORD wroth.

23 And when the LORD sent you
from Kadesh-barnea, saying: 'Go
up and possess the land which I
have given yow’; then ye rebelled
against the commandment of the
LORD your God, and ye believed
Him not, nor hearkened to His
voice.

24 Ye have been rebellious against
the LORD from the day that I knew
you.--

25 So I fell down before the LORD
the forty days and forty nights that I
fell down; because the LORD had
said He would destroy you.

26 And I prayed unto the LORD,
and said: 'O Lord GOD, destroy
not Thy people and Thine
inheritance, that Thou hast
redeemed through Thy greatness,
that Thou hast brought forth out of
Egypt with a mighty hand.

27 Remember Thy servants,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look
not unto the stubbornness of this
people, nor to their wickedness, nor
to their sin;

28 lest the land whence Thou
broughtest us out say: Because the
LORD was not able to bring them
into the land which He promised
unto them, and because He hated
them, He hath brought them out to
slay them in the wilderness.

29 Yet they are Thy people and
Thine inheritance, that Thou didst
bring out by Thy great power and
by Thy outstretched arm.’ {P}

(= meen B ()

A7V 2'A MY NIDTIA X' Q79NN NNT D DNIXK Y
.(v7>-n"1:'0 DMAT) IYNYN
. ANN X AWUN IV ANKR 2NOAY7 AR A N79NN NNTI


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.18

NIXT AKX (17270 0AT) YAV NNYWN 7R N79N D INNK DINKI
DTN DI7NA NNDTIN

WION TUNKXD DIV 2'7'9NN "MYyL D I'NYT 'OY1

LTV 2N, 7RYY DR NP

,72UN 1'0'1 INTY TNK 779N'Y - 17 ™TMY DWUN N

,("7:27%7 NiNw) DDNNRLN TY2 N9ON '7IX QMDD D W

IWNX DDNXRVN NXI M) TWKRD ,NIRVNN 1'0NY INKX
(X720 0MAT) 'MNPT7 7ayn DX DN'YY

Now the reason for why it's out of order:

(7277 nimw) "7 Annan NN K DYUNY Iaya NNl

.DWUN 197 1791001 779Nnnw n79Nn 11T

NINY) 19X YN 2AY' NK 2ANON7 NYIRY NN WO NINTI
.MINA WNINNAL DTRINA 'N(K77:277

0y (177:277 niMw) "7 RON YN M QT PAT? X N

. o(T77:27% nimw) Dyn NR NN 17 NI

IBN EZRA b
{11} DI'N D'W2IR DX 7197 991NN QM) NN — N
,(N”270 D'AT) DDNX TNYUNT " IR D
(77070 DMAT) DTNWKIE NN QN CINTI


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.26
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.30
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.21
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.10
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.31
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.31
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.33
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.34
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.25
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.14

NOT NTIAVIE ZRY TV nwn 7790w 17210 NYTN 'R D
NNIX 1'0NY TV ,0N"2

Y NNWN 7X INd — Jnya 19X AN ' an’ nni
(1”3:'0 D"M2QT) YNNI

(07270 DMAT) NMVIN WNTAL 2ITAN JND2 NRXIN YUK
,NTN T'2A1 7172 ND2 D'IXN YINN NRXIN WWUN AT

DT (772070 DMAT) APV PNX'7 DNNANRT )P TAY7 20T :2NDI

(271077 nimw) TV IR Rx™? DNNaNY ﬂ'\IZ)T

,(N”270 D'AT) DWUN NNKRYIN TWKR YIRD NN |9 12 NNl

\Wa7:a7% ninw) N7 onxn Nnr' nn? T

N7UX X7 D 17 "X oWl ,0OI' 0D'YATX 79100 nwn NNl
JINRN 1YY X7 naarL(7A77 nimy) Janpa

(270277 NIMW) IR MR DNR AR NYID 7D NnwNn X TNI

,DINI? 709'1 TV'W DY INIX |2 NI
119 Y N1 |2V DU T TR NN X 1T 07V

22ND |3 7V ,0MIwN NINIZN DYN QNdI
..0IIYKID 02X NINITZ YW )7 709 X 1 X X'NN Nya


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.26
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.29
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.27
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.13
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/9.28
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/32.12
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/33.3
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/33.12

(NP DMAT) YV MR Y7 N'wyi

AN Ny NIDLJNRD 7KW WY NNl
ABARBANEL

M TVW QTR TOIW RAIT AYDR 23 IR T YRR WD 17anTm
ahh

DY 0°hY 990w an DY R0 Vo2 O3 %127 77w 20 VAR
2S2IN957 VWD DD 191 1R 7T D1 PPy nanbna oo

YW 923,770 72 77 WA 0197 — RITT 2YDR 28 R 157 YRR
SNV OX (70,27 M) DR P9I DA DR DY) D Hnt
7792 DRV POV IND°ON DR T YAY L2107 2OY2IR MR

' NINWD ,NPNV0ITNIARIYT 19772 TR 210 DRI I7mM
Rlsilamim!

(17277 WIHHW 142) WIDD 2317010 1IMIAR — RITT aysa aa
W W QN7 DY A D NWRT 22NN PR 0NN 0w
WD WY WP DAR NPT PPN DRI DR HIXY 11920
XN QW DI IR T ,170:0770 MWD A0 LY AR
J31°27 wn YW NP5 DX 1 apw

10


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/10.1
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Shemot/32.14
https://mg.alhatorah.org/#!Shemot/14.15

