Exploring the Torah's Chronological Integrity - class #5
Before or After the Sin of the Golden Calf -

When was the Commandment to Build the Mishkan given?
tSource sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Introduction /

Even though the Parshat Teruma precedes Parshat Ki-Tisa:
most commentators claim that the sin of the Golden Calf took
place BEFORE the commandment to build the Mishkan.

In today's class we discuss the reason for the multiple
range of opinions, and try to explain the thematic logic of why
the Torah might present those events out of their chronological
order. Or basically, the topic will discuss whether the Mishkan
was a mini-Mt. Sinai or a 'kosher’ Golden Calf.

A. A mini-Mount Sinai - excerpt from Ramban's intro to Parshat Teruma
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[The ‘secret’ of the Mishkan — that the Glory that rested on Mt. Sinai — would
now rest upon it in a ‘hidden’ manner...And the same Glory that was seen [by
the people] at Har Sinai — now rested in it]

Note the three groups at Mt. Sinai when Bnei Yisrael accept the Torah
Shmot 19:21-22
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Shmot 24:1-2
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B. The juxtaposition of 'units’ in
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Parshat Mishpatim (24:15-18 / Har Sinai)

& final psukim of Sefer Shmot (40:34-35 / the Mishkan)

The shechina rests on the Mishkan

Moshe’s ascent to Mt. Sinai
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D. The Golden Calf - Did the people ask for a ‘god’, or a ‘leader'?

The people's request from Aaron

God's promise to send a 'malach’
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The last (and only) time Am Yisrael had fought a battle:
Shmot 17:8-9
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E. A ‘golden image' leads the nation to Israel- one year later...(Bamidbar 10:33-36)
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F. A parallel celebration / compare Shmot 32:1-6 with Shmot 24:3-11
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Shmot 24:4-11
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Note the "mizbayach”; “olot”, "shlamim”, eating & drinking
Note also what's missing (torah) ; and what's 'extra’ (“tzchok")
[See Yechezkel 1:4-7, & Shmot 24:10 / noting description of God's feet]

6. The sin of the people vs. the ‘reward’ of Aharon
See Shmot 32:7-10; 32:17->33:7 ; 28:1-3 ; 29:1-2;35-37 ; Devarim 10:8-11

H. The Mishkan & its construction - in light of chet ha'egel
Shmot 34:1-9, in light of 33:12-22 ; 35:1-6 ; 40:34-38
The repetition of phrase “as Hashem commanded Moshe" in chapters 35->40
*Note wording of Moshe's prayer (34:9) that God return to dwell with them:
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I. Yom Kippur, attributes of Mercy, etc. - in light of the above
See Shmot 34:27-32 ; Vayikra 16:17, 29-30; Devarim 9:18-20

re: 'kapara’ - see also Breishit 6:14, Shmot 16:14 & Shmot 25:20
(in light of the "kruvim” in Breishit 3:24, see also Shmot 26:1 & 26:31)



