The Biblical Roots of our High Holiday Prayers Cclass #4

The Seder Avodah:
How the events at Sinai explain the ritual of the High Priest on Yom Kippur

Intro:

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag

In preparation for Yom Kippur, this week's class will focus on the

thematic meaning of the Avodah of the High Priest on Yom Kippur.

I. Discussion: Temple rituals & their symbolic purpose

II. The MISHKAN as a symbol of the Covenant at Mt. Sinai
[Ramban’s introduction for Parshat Teruma - Shmot 25:1]

Now that G-d had told Israel face to
face' the Ten Commandments, and had
further commanded them through Moses
some of the precepts which are like general
principles to the [individual]
commandments of the Torah — in the same
way that our Rabbis were accustomed to
deal with strangers who come to be
converted to the Jewish faith’ — and now
that the Israelites accepted upon
themselves to do all that He would
command them through Moses and He
made a covenant with them concerning all
this, from now on they are His people and
He is their G-d® This is in accordance with
the condition He made with them at the
beginning: Now, therefore, if ye will indeed
hearken unto My voice, and keep My
covenant, then ye shall be Mine own
treasure,” and He said further: and ye shall
be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy
nation.’

They are now holy, in that they are worthy
that there be amongst them a Sanctuary
through which He makes His Divine Glory
dwell among them.

Therefore He first commanded concerning
the Tabernacle, so that He have amongst
them a house dedicated to His name, from
where He would speak with Moses and
command the children of Israel. Thus the
main purpose of the Tabernacle was to
contain a place in which the Divine Glory
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rests, this being the ark, just as He said, And
there will | meet with thee, and | will speak 12 ]5ﬂ5) ARY 12, ﬂﬂ&ﬂ KW Arown

with thee from above the ark-cover.® R Rl Ry 53773 0K *NNaTI DW .[17 ’mym":(nz

The secret of the Tabernacle is that

the Glory which abode upon Mount | W& 71297 'Y R0 ]DWDT( TI01*
Sinai [openly] should abide upon it

in a concealed manner. For just as it JN03a 1"7}7 129 - 30 A t7}7 [=]"/)

is said there,

A. The parallel between the Mishkan & Har Sinai | ramban's approach]

Moshe at Har Sinai T2 P75 MNW | The Mishkan 1 P35 MDY
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B. The Covenant at Mount Sinai -kedusha of Am Yisrael (Shmot 19:5-6)

5 Now therefore : . .
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C. The concluding verses of Parshat Tezaveh - Shmot chapter 29
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III. Why the "shchinah” left - and what enabled its return!
In light of the story of the Golden Calf - Sefer Shmot
A The sin of "chet ha'egel” 25pn mnw
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B. Moshe prays that God forgive their sin / shmot 32:30-34
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C. The 'down-grade’ - Brit Avot w/o Brit Sinai /Shmot 33:1-7
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D. Moshe demands that God not leave them /shmot 33:12-16
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E. 'New Deal’ - enter attributes of Mercy
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F. Re-establishing Brit Sinai with an ‘amendment’ /shmot 34
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H. Moshe Rabeinu's request for the shechina to return
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* indirect contrast to God’s earlier threat from 33:2-3:
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* [the word 2 can mean ‘because’ or ‘even though’]

ENTER:
THE COMMANDMENT TO BUILD THE MISHKAN
God's attributes of Mercy ENABLE repentance,
But first Am Yisrael must demonstrate their obedience and desire
to serve God - before God will bring back His "shchina: !

On YOM HA'SHNINI - 6 months after they began working on
the Mishkan, God is finally ready to dwell among them again-
And hence the special ceremony in Vayikra chapter 9
Which is quite parallel to the yearly ceremony on Yom Kippur!
As detailed in Vayikra chapter 26
Primary parallel
BOTH the Kohen Gadol & the PEOPLE must offer:
a “chatat” - a sin offering
& an “olah” - a burnt offering

Chatat Olah
High Priest Calf - "egel” Ram “ayil"
The PEOPLE Goat / “seir” Ram -"ayil”




IV. The Biblical meaning of the word “kapara”
ni na'n -1 pha mwxia Breishit 6:14 - Noah's Ark
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When Yaakov tries to appease Esav with numerous gifts.
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The service of the High Priest on Yom Kippur — Vayikra 16:3-16
Note parallels to Mt Sinai — and Yom ha’Shmini when the shchina returnsSe

Entering to perform the ritual
Or
- A Ritual that enables entry!
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