The Biblical Roots of our High Holiday Prayers Cclass #1
Rosh Hashanah: A ‘DAY’ of Judgement or a ‘SEASON’ of Judgement?

For Torah in Motion - by Menachem Leibtag
Intro:

Our liturgy and customs refer to Rosh ha’'Shana as the DAY of
Judgement ["yom din”] - yet in the Torah itself, the laws and the
description of this holiday are quite scant and make no mention of any
type of Judgement taking place. In our opening class, we explore the
Biblical logic that explains the Rabbinic understanding of Rosh Ha’'shana.

I. The primary sources & their ambiguity

Vayikra Chapter 23 — One the “moadei Hashem” -in the 7!" month!
NI 232-ON 927 TINZ NYN-ON,’N 92T XD 23 Hashem spoke to Moshe: Speak unto
‘n)ﬂ) ’\))1'-‘? TDNJ ,”’:\t)a \’)‘Th‘.'_l : N9 Israel: In the seventh month, in the first

day of the month, shall be a solemn rest

b? \UTP'N}PD rn)f”ﬂn ”ﬂ:t -”n;\? DD? unto you, a memorial proclaimed with
Rinp; ,Tl\?__)'lf{ omPMm ;W)}flj NO ,ﬂ:f':l}g TDNb)D the blast of horns, a holy convocation.

You shall do no work...; .

Bamidbar Chapter 29 — Parallel source, note name of holiday

'N.]PD wtrnb 1N ,”,:@n V9) N 1Andinthe seventh month, on the first
PO TR TR S T day of the month, you shall have a holy

Nb rn.-!:ly ﬂDNb)ﬂ'b?"DD? ﬂ’ﬂ’ \,).rp convocation: you shall do no work; it is a
DD? ﬂ’ﬂ’ ,ﬁ?’ﬂn (=)} 2]\’)}’9 day of blowing the horn unto you.

II. The Biblical holidays, and their relation to agriculture

G6roup One - The three pilgrimage holidays

6roup Two - The ‘high holidays'
Shabbat/ rosh chodesh ?

Historical or Agricultural? - discussion

Primary sources: in Shmot chapter 23
Vayikra chapter 23, Bamidbar chapters 28-29
Devarim chapter 16



III. The logic of idol worship
Discussion based on:
Breishit chapter 1

. 6:2-5 & 11:1-4

Shmot 12:12 & 23:13 in light of Dibur #2
Bamidbar chapter 25 [“baal peor”]

Devarim 12:1-3; 18:9-13

Shmot 23:7-17 [connection to the “shalosh regalim”]
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7 Keep thee far from a false matter; and the
innocent and righteous slay thou not; for I
will not justify the wicked.

8 And thou shalt take no gift; for a gift
blindeth them that have sight, and perverteth
the words of the righteous.

9 And a stranger shalt thou not oppress; for ye
know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

10 And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and
gather in the increase thereof;

11 but the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie fallow,
that the poor of thy people may eat; and what they leave
the beast of the field shall eat. In like manner thou shalt
deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard.

12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, but on the
seventh day thou shalt rest; that thine ox and
thine ass may have rest, and the son of thy
handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed.

13 And in all things that I have said unto you
take ye heed; and make no mention of the
name of other gods, neither let it be heard out
of thy mouth.

14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto
Me in the year.

15 The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou
keep; seven days thou shalt eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded thee, at the time
appointed in the month Abib--for in it thou
camest out from Egypt; and none shall appear
before Me empty;

16 and the feast of harvest, the first-fruits of
thy labours, which thou sowest in the field;
and the feast of ingathering, at the end of the
year, when thou gatherest in thy labours out
of the field.

17 Three times in the year all thy males shall
appear before the Lord GOD.



IV. The "moadim”
What each holiday shares

-Vayikra chapter 23 & the number ‘7’

& and the unique commandment of each holiday

The 'season’ of the seventh month
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21 And ye shall make proclamation on the
selfsame day; there shall be a holy convocation
unto you; ye shall do no manner of servile
work; it is a statute for ever in all your
dwellings throughout your generations.

22 And when ye reap the harvest of your land,
thou shalt not wholly reap the corner of thy
field, neither shalt thou gather the gleaning of
thy harvest; thou shalt leave them for the poor,
and for the stranger: I am the LORD your
God. {P}

23 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: In
the seventh month, in the first day of the month,
shall be a solemn rest unto you, a memorial
proclaimed with the blast of horns, a holy
convocation.

25 Ye shall do no manner of servile work; and
ye shall bring an offering made by fire unto the
LORD. {S}

26 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

27 Howbeit on the tenth day of this seventh
month is the day of atonement; there shall be a
holy convocation unto you, and ye shall afflict
your souls; and ye shall bring an offering made
by fire unto the LORD.

28 And ye shall do no manner of work in that
same day; for it is a day of atonement, to make
atonement for you before the LORD your God.

29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be
afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off
from his people.

30 And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any
manner of work in that same day, that soul will
I destroy from among his people.

31 Ye shall do no manner of work; it is a statute
for ever throughout your generations in all your
dwellings.

32 It shall be unto you a sabbath of solemn rest,
and ye shall afflict your souls; in the ninth day
of the month at even, from even unto even,
shall ye keep your sabbath. {P}
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33 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying: On
the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the
feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the
LORD.

35 On the first day shall be a holy convocation;
ye shall do no manner of servile work.

36 Seven days ye shall bring an offering made
by fire unto the LORD; on the eighth day shall
be a holy convocation unto you; and ye shall
bring an offering made by fire unto the LORD;
it is a day of solemn assembly; ye shall do no
manner of servile work.

37 These are the appointed seasons of the
LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy
convocations, to bring an offering made by fire
unto the LORD, a burnt-offering, and a meal-
offering, a sacrifice, and drink-offerings, each
on its own day;

V. Other sources that help explain 23:24
Devarim Chapter 11 — The ‘rain season’ starts the year!
-,—.]3'.]\:9‘]? NY-NI NN -w)z_q ’\<‘1Nﬂ D » 10For the land, where you go in to possess it,
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is not as the land of Egypt, from whence you
came out, where thou didst sow thy seed, and

{\’P\’)ﬂ) y:[éh’f' ﬂN )h_‘ﬂ -W)B : D\?D didst water it with thy foot, as a garden of
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it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drink water
as the rain of heaven...

\))'\‘f :[)‘nbN "n-‘\\))z:{ ’\<-\N 49 12aland which Hashem cares for; the eyes of
T, DR s God are always upon it, from the beginning of

--ﬂ; :PﬂbN ’ N ’2’)__’ 77’)-333: I-UJN the year even unto the end of the year.
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Note the continuationin 11:13

Second parshia of kryiat shema!



BAMIDBAR chapter 10
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9 And when ye go to war in your land against
the adversary that oppresseth you, then you
shall sound an alarm with the trumpets; and
you shall be remembered before God, and
you shall be saved from your enemies.

10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in
your appointed seasons, and in your new
moons, you shall blow with the trumpets
over your burnt-offerings and the sacrifices of
your peace-offerings; and they shall be to you
for a memorial before your God...

Zephaniah Chapter 1 —Defining a “yom teruah”
N Dj): N’ﬂ‘o ﬂ”‘O ‘nﬂ:” ﬂ” 15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble
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Amos chapter 3
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day of the horn and alarm, against the

fortified cities, and against the high towers.

1 Hear this word that the LORD hath spoken
against you, O children of Israel, against the
whole family which I brought up out of the
land of Egypt, saying:

2 You only have I known of all the families of
the earth; therefore I will visit upon you all
your iniquities.

3 Will two walk together, except they have
agreed?

4 Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath
no prey? Will a young lion give forth his
voice out of his den, if he have taken nothing?

5 Will a bird fall in a snare upon the earth,
where there is no lure for it? Will a snare
spring up from the ground, and have taken
nothing at all?

6 Shall the horn be blown in a city, and the
people not tremble? Shall evil befall a city,
and the LORD hath not done it?



VI. The holidays in Parshat Pinchas /Bamidbar chapters 28-29
Note structure & logic
Note - name of holiday vs. what we do on the holiday
Note the korbanot - what is similar & what is unique

Stories in Chumash that Explain korban Musaf on the holidays

1. The 'korban tzibur’ on the holidays - Bamidbar chapter 29
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2. The Akeyda - Breishit chapter 22
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3. The treaty between Avraham & Avimelech

- Breishit chapter 21
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4. Yosef & his brothers - Breishit chapter 37
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5. Brit Sinai - "naase v'nishma - Shmot 24:7 |
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