Elul Series 5786 - The High Holiday Torah Readings
Class #3 - A 'New Year' or the 'New Moon’ of Yom Kippur

& Why is the date of Yom Kippur only a ‘post-script’
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Intro -Review / Discuss: [
Concept of 'once a year celebrations’
What to celebrate

When is the best time of year (or date of the month) to celebrate

Celebration of ‘freedom’ or ‘independence’ (or establishment) - universal
For Am Yisrael - obviously that is Passover
6od orchestrated that we would leave in the spring
And on a night with at Full Moon - good for travel

How about - celebration of essence or purpose?
Re: Rosh ha'Shana - theme of “"malchiot” / covenant [zocher ha'brit]
= our commitment to be a nation representing the one God

From a Biblical perspective - a topic worthy of an annual celebration
When?

Last week we discussed

End of agricultural year/ beginning of rainy season - possibility
[while rain may determine who lives & dies]

This week we consider an additional reason relating to the RH theme
That ‘commitment’ requires a 'strict’ eternal covenant
Hence attributes of "din” / judgement -in the contract

Sin of the Golden Calf showed God - not feasible
Moshe's tefilla - achieved renewed covenant - same purpsoe
But with option of Hashem's attributes of Mercy
That enabled covenant to remain eternal

Hence annual celebration of Yom Kippur
When

On the day we received those attributes/ Second Luchot
[based on 3 sets of 40 days]
Otherwise, what's the logic of 10™ of the month

If so, then the best month to celebrate “"malchiot” is the month of Yom Kippur
- In light of this, let's re-examine Vayikra chapter 23



A Vayikra 23

I. The SEVENTH MONTH in Vayikra chapter 23
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II. Concept of '‘once a year' KAPARA w/o a specfic date
Shmot chapter 30 - immediately after the commandment to build the Mishkan
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Recall how this commandment follows the “shchina” unit [25->29]




III. Vayikra chapter 16
Note strange structure -
First the process - only afterward the date [see 16:29-30]
Discuss
Would Yom Kippur exist - independent of the Seder Avodah
See Vayikra chapter 23 - no mention of Seder Avodah
But Bamidbar chapter 29 - notes it as a postscript

Chapter 16
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Discuss
What is the “chukat olam”? - Yom Kippur or the Seder Avodah
Let’s compare with Para Aduma (and the few other examples in Chumash)
Note Mishna in Yoma
Parallel Yom Kippur & Para Aduma, both require 7 day prep

And we learn this from the miluim

Note opening line of Shmot chapter 29
How those 7 days are followed by Yom ha’Shmini in Vayikra 9
Followed by death of Nadav & Avihu -
Both events lead to Yom Kippur Avodah
Yom Kippur is a yearly Yom ha’Shmini
The Temple needs a yearly cleansing

The best day to do it Yom Kippur!



