Elul Series 5786 - The High Holiday Torah Readings

Class #2 - Breishit chapters 21 & 22
Peshat vs Derash

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

Review
Discuss:
Concept of 'once a year celebration’ of national purpose-
Then - what that topic should be
When is the best time of year to celebrate
What is the best day of the month to celebrate

I. The two lone (& cryptic) sources that describe what we call RH
Yom Truah - or Yom ha'zikaron
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Vayikra Chapter 23 — One the “moadei Hashem” -in the 7" month!
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month, shall be a solemn rest unto you, a
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horns, a holy convocation. You shall do no
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Bamidbar Chapter 29 — Parallel source, note the name of holiday
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first day of the month, you shall have
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Vayikra/23.24
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Vayikra/23.44
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ITTI. The word "moed” in Breishit 21
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. unto Sarah as He had spoken.
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. 2 And Sarah conceived, and bore
31,42'!‘7 J; Daﬂ,;gt? ’-n,‘.,v 15}:‘1 731_"1 a Abraham a son in his old age, at the
set time of which God had spoken to
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3 And Abraham called the name of his

91'7-1'?110 .un-nw-nx Daj,ng Rﬂ,l’”l A son that was born unto him, whom
. Sarah bore to him, Isaac.
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4 And Abraham circumcised his son

,0 NIDY-13 ,933 PRY-NK DNNaN '7}9:1 T Isaac when he was eight days old, as

God had commanded him.

DIOK Link MY UKD

13 POy N 1 TR Y DA DIANY 7 Sy At ves o ey
him.

.2 . 4 : . : . 6 And Sarah said: 'God hath made
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Y ‘e " children suck? for I have borne him a
TIRY? 513 T2 son in s old age.
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And Abraham made a great feast on

POR-NY ‘7?3 Fhy the day that Isaac was weaned.
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Egyptian, whom she had borne unto
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T ‘Cast out this bondwoman and her
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shall not be heir with my son, even
. yom_ with Isaac.'
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11 And the thing was very grievous in
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it not be grievous in thy sight because
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bondwoman; in all that Sarah saith
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in Isaac shall seed be called to thee.

. : : e 13 And also of the son of the
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The connection to "brit Milah" & Breishit chapter 17

Note the "brit" of "brit Milah" in 17:7-8

Note the word "moed” in 17:21-22 as well 18:14 - Relate to 21:2!
Note the concept of "brit OLAM" - and ETERNAL covenant

Both in brit Keshet (see 9:11-15) & Brit Milah

IV. The theme of “"malchiot” in our Rosh ha'Shana prayers
Recall - Aleinu was originally composed as the intro to "malchiot”
OUR duty to praise Hashem, and that's WHY we were chosen
Our HOPE that our behaviour will affect all Nations-
To CALL OUT IN THE NAME OF HASHEM

Discuss - "malchiot” - that we are chosen or WHY we are chosen
Re: our (and Hashem's) relationship with the other nations
Why the Torah records the stories of the Avot -
To know why THEY were chosen, or WHY we are chosen



V. Breishit 21: - Wells & BEER SHEVA
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17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven,
and said unto her: 'What aileth thee, Hagar?
fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the
lad where he is.

18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him fast by
thy hand; for I will make him a great nation.’

19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a
well of water; and she went, and filled the
bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.

20 And God was with the lad, and he grew; and he
dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer.

21 And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran; and his
mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. {P}

22 And it came to pass at that time, that
Abimelech and Phicol the captain of his host
spoke unto Abraham, saying: ‘God is with thee
in all that thou doest.

23 Now therefore swear unto me here by God
that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor
with my son, nor with my son's son; but
according to the kindness that I have done
unto thee, thou shalt do unto me, and to the
land wherein thou hast sojourned.’

24 And Abraham said: 'I will swear.'

25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech because
of the well of water, which Abimelech's
servants had violently taken away.

26 And Abimelech said: 'T know not who hath
done this thing; neither didst thou tell me,
neither yet heard I of it, but to-day.’

27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and
gave them unto Abimelech; and they two made
a covenant.

28 And Abraham set seven ewe-lambs of the
flock by themselves.

29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham: 'What
mean these seven ewe-lambs which thou hast
set by themselves?'

30 And he said: 'Verily, these seven ewe-

lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that it may

be a witness unto me, that I have digged this
I



31 Wherefore that place was called Beer-

:SJJITU WND--N'IHEI D.lpgt? N-_‘rE ,13'171_-’ x'7 sheba; because there they swore both of
them.
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. . 32 So th d t at Beer-sheba;
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and Abimelech rose up, and Phicol the captain

. . . of his host, and they returned into the land of
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Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of
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the LORD, the Everlasting God.
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Philistines many days.

VI. Stories in Breishit 'blending’ shem Elokim & Hashem
Noting also which Avraham stories carry a moral dilemma

Relate the theme of "tamim” / see 17:1
God’s Names in the first nine chapters of Breishit

1 — Elokim
2 -4 Hashem Elokim
5 — Elokim

6-> 9 a mixture of Hashem & Elokim - /very complicated [ reward/punishment]
9 - brit Milah [the last time Elokim speaks until chapter 17 ]
11- Migdal Bavel [shem theme / last story before Hashem chooses Avraham
12 - going down to Egypt during time of famine/ how to treat Sarah...
13 - splitting with / from Lot
14 - getting involved in international war - what to do with the booty
15 - How to engage in conversation with Hashem
16 - How to treat Hagar & Sarah efc.
17 - brit Milah - b'shem Elokim
18-19 Sedom/ prayer - primarily Hashem [ Elokim towards the end of chapter 19]
20-22 - mixture of both Names
20 - Avraham & Avimelech [and Sarah] - who has the moral highground
21 - Sending away Hagar & Yishmael.../ listening
22 - the ultimate dilemma - moral conscience or Divine command?

At end of the Akeida story note the covenant/ oath
And the return to BEER SHEVA |

Note - discuss, what is written, vs. what is not written
[relate to Midrash re: what happened to Yitzchak]



Breishit 22
15 And the angel of the LORD called unto
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thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine
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17 that in blessing I will bless thee, and in

ﬂpjl_nx nnjg n;j U] ,?[31;_& Tj;_’: T’ multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the

stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the seashore; and thy seed shall
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DR WY DR U W

18 and in thy seed shall all the nations of

,Pjga 79]} s: ’?[yjI: ]:j;n ‘-n n’ the earth be blessed:; because thou hast

hearkened to My voice.'

19 So Abraham returned unto his young

]:l.' nz 1:‘771 ]np:l ,1’j¥J_SN D Dj:g :‘TD:] Y men, and they rose up and went together to

Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-
sheba.
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VII. Theme of "shem Hashem” in Sefer Breishit
A. Genesis Chapter 4 - Something goes 'wrong'

1)3\))-]'1}{ N.\P’] ’]:1-‘1'?) NIN-0) n\))b] 99 26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he

called his name Enosh;

"ﬂ uw:’ N“‘Pb Ibr_“ﬂ tg ; \')UN then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.

B. Genesis Chapter 9 - Noach & his son ‘Shem'’ [?]
.0 20NN TN ,INN 19 26 And he said: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem

C. Genesis Chapter 11 - Migdal Bavel - 60od is 'upset’

1\’)1‘{.\1 b]’))ﬁ’ ,‘\’)_’ 33?'1—12::1) ﬂ;la *\’QN’] T 4 And they said: 'Come, let us build us a city, and a tower,
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we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.'

D. Avraham is chosen; then calls in God's Name / chapters 12,13,21
D’]"bN'ﬂ’Jb D‘TPD ,ﬂ.\ﬂﬂ D\"))Q Pnyzl ) 8 he removed from thence unto the mountain on the

east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el

) nw: N“P” ,ﬂ]TP? nayn D\»‘)—]:D]_ e 'JﬂN on the west...and he builded there an altar unto the
Tt TR T T T ™ T LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD

[See also 13:4 / 21:33 & Yitzchak 26:23-25 & Yaakov's vow in 28:20-22]






