Sefer Bamidbar - one book, two books, or three? /shiur #4
What would have happened had the spies not been sent?

- Considering 'risk management’' when investing in Israel
Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

The so called 'sin of the Spies’ is one of the most disappointing events in Biblical
history. The big question is WHY - and what lessons can be learned by future
generations. In today's shiur, we suggest an answer, based on a core Biblical theme,
rooted in Sefer Devarim, that many of you might find 'disappointing’.

I. The classic approach’
The spies spoke ‘lashon hara” about the Land.
The people didn't want to ‘'make Aliyah’
The people enjoyed the 'spiritual’ environment of the Midbar
And didn't want to take the challenge of setting up a Land

Based on all the above
Why were the Maapilim punished, they s/b considered heroes!

II. Attitude & Leadership
Note Shmot 14:8-11; 16:1-4; 17:1-2 / HOW they complain
Recall the events in Bamidbar chapter 11
Note how many people have died, and why
Relate to leadership -
What would have happened had Moshe not sent the spiesl!

III. Spy mission or Fact Finding mission -
Note Moshe sends tribal LEADERS
Note the questions they ask, and who they should report tol
Note how they do exactly as they are told!
Discuss whether or not they should have also given an opinion

IV. Faith in Hashem - & what exactly did God promise
See Devarim 9:1-4 - Note how Moshe's challenge echoes Meraglim

Discuss - why would 6od want them to know that conquest was
impossible without Hashem's help



CONDITIONAL ASSITANCE in the conquest of Israel

See:
Shmot 23:20-25

Devarim 1:6-8; 1:18-25 ; note what happened 40 years back

Devarim 4:1 ; 6:1-3; 6:17-25; 8:1;
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11:22-26

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

2 'Send thou men, that they may spy out the
land of Canaan, which T give unto the children of
Israel: of every fribe of their fathers shall ye

send a man, every one a prince among them.'

3 And Moses sent them from the wilderness of
Paran according to the commandment of the
LORD; all of them men who were heads of the
children of Israel.

17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of
Canaan, and said unto them: 'Get you up here
into the South, and go up into the mountains;

18 and see the land, what it is; and the people
that dwelleth therein, whether they are strong
or weak, whether they are few or many:

19 and what the land is that they dwell in,
whether it is good or bad; and what cities they
are that they dwell in, whether in camps, or in
strongholds;

20 and what the land is, whether it is fat or
lean, whether there is wood therein, or not. And
be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of
the land.'--Now the time was the time of the
first-ripe grapes.--

21 So they went up, and spied out the land from
the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, at the
entrance to Hamath.

22 And they went up into the South, and came
unto Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai,
the children of Anak, were there.--Now Hebron
was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.--
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23 And they came unto the valley of Eshcol, and
cut down from thence a branch with one cluster
of grapes, and they bore it upon a pole between
two; they took also of the pomegranates, and of
the figs.--

24 That place was called the valley of Eshcol,
because of the cluster which the children of
Israel cut down from thence.--

25 And they returned from spying out the land
at the end of forty days.

26 And they went and came to Moses, and to
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the
children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran,
to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them,
and unto all the congregation, and showed them
the fruit of the land.

27 And they told him, and said: ‘We came unto
the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it
floweth with milk and honey: and this is the fruit
of it.

28 Howbeit the people that dwell in the land are
fierce, and the cities are fortified, and very
great; and moreover we saw the children of Anak
there.

29 Amalek dwelleth in the land of the South; and
the Hittite, and the Jebusite, and the Amorite,
dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanite
dwelleth by the sea, and along by the side of the
Jordan.'

30 And Caleb stilled the people toward Moses,
and said: ‘We should go up at once, and possess
it; for we are well able to overcome it.'

31 But the men that went up with him said: ‘'We
are not able o go up against the people; for they
are stronger than we.'

32 And they spread an evil report of the land
which they had spied out unto the children of
Israel, saying: 'The land, through which we have
passed to spy it out, is a land that eateth up the
inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we
saw in it are men of great stature.

33 And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of
Anak, who come of the Nephilim; and we were in
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in
their sight.’

1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice,
and cried; and the people wept that night.
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2 And all the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and against Aaron; and the whole
congregation said unto them: 'Would that we
had died in the land of Egypt! or would we had
died in this wilderness!

3 And wherefore doth the LORD bring us unto
this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and
our little ones will be a prey: were it not better
for us to return into Egypt?"'

4 And they said one to another: 'Let us make a
captain, and let us return into Egypt.'

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces
before all the assembly of the congregation of
the children of Israel.

6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son
of Jephunneh, who were of them that spied out
the land, rent their clothes.

7 And they spoke unto all the congregation of
the children of Israel, saying: 'The land, which
we passed through to spy it out, is an exceeding
good land.

8 If the LORD delight in us, then He will bring
us into this land, and give it unto us--a land
which floweth with milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not against the LORD, neither fear
ye the people of the land; for they are bread for
us; their defence is removed from over them,
and the LORD is with us; fear them not.'

10 But all the congregation bade stone them with
stones, when the glory of the LORD appeared in
the tent of meeting unto all the children of
Israel. {P}

11 And the LORD said unto Moses: ‘How long will
this people despise Me? and how long will they
not believe in Me, for all the signs which I have
wrought among them?

12 T will smite them with the pestilence, and
destroy them, and will make of thee a nation
greater and mightier than they.'

13 And Moses said unto the LORD: 'When the
Egyptians shall hear--for Thou broughtest up
this people in Thy might from among them--



L, ARR-D WY DRI PIRD AWP-5R ,ONRY T
TN LM ARKR AR P02 PU-WR 0 07 373
TP 00T 07787 750 NRR 1Y AP 009 THY

772 UK

0720 ,TI0RY TR VIR LA DY-NE AR 10
SNRY TYNW-NR WRY-IUN

JPIRD-OR 710 DUA-NR RYDY AT N9 RN 10
3723 ,00NYN ;007 YAV

SNRRG ,MI3T WKRD CITR 1D RI-ZTR L ADY) T

JIRIYVW T RWI ,TON-0 DOR TR ,MT
-Hp1 oWHW-5p ,073-5p Niar iy TRE--Np &Y
037

WK ;TTON TTA2--N10 DY 107 ,R1-N70 O
TI0-TRY DIRRN LMD DYY NOKRY)

73T N0 7Y RN D

PIRD-H2-n8 ,M-Ti20 89D IR-M,0IN) RD
-WI___D't;; ,’zjh&—m;z] "_r':tp-ngz D’B'ﬁa ,D’W;gg-’@ "D 2D
, D02 WP A1, ORI 57272 ,07N1 DY
29ipa pnY 89

=721 ;003K7  AYIVI TR PIRD-NK IRT-DR 32
TR ND RRIN

LRI ,inY NANKR M A0 2,252 7w T
DN ,NRY RI-TWUR PIRD-OR ,PORIAN--INN
bty

D37 101 1D ,INA ;pRYI 2WP w101 RRRR; 1D
{8} .g30-07 77--73720

14 they will say to the inhabitants of this land,
who have heard that Thou LORD art in the midst
of this people; inasmuch as Thou LORD art seen
face to face, and Thy cloud standeth over them,
and Thou goest before them, in a pillar of cloud
by day, and in a pillar of fire by night;

15 now if Thou shalt kill this people as one man,
then the nations which have heard the fame of
Thee will speak, saying:

16 Because the LORD was not able to bring this
people into the land which He swore unto them,
therefore He hath slain them in the wilderness.

17 And now, I pray Thee, let the power of the
LORD be great, according as Thou hast spoken,
saying:

18 The LORD is slow to anger, and plenteous in
lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and
transgression, and that will by no means clear
the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children, upon the third and upon the
fourth generation.

19 Pardon, I pray Thee, the iniquity of this
people according unto the greatness of Thy
lovingkindness, and according as Thou hast
forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.'

20 And the LORD said: 'T have pardoned
according to thy word.

21 But in very deed, as I live--and all the earth
shall be filled with the glory of the LORD--

22 surely all those men that have seen My glory,
and My signs, which T wrought in Egypt and in
the wilderness, yet have put Me to proof these
ten times, and have not hearkened to My voice;

23 surely they shall not see the land which T
swore unto their fathers, neither shall any of
them that despised Me see it.

24 But My servant Caleb, because he had
another spirit with him, and hath followed Me
fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he
went; and his seed shall possess it.

25 Now the Amalekite and the Canaanite dwell in
the Vale; fomorrow turn ye, and get you into the
wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.' {P}
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36 And the men, whom Moses sent to spy out
the land, and who, when they returned, made all
the congregation to murmur against him, by
bringing up an evil report against the land,

37 even those men that did bring up an evil
report of the land, died by the plague before
the LORD.

38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son
of Jephunneh, remained alive of those men that
went to spy out the land.

39 And Moses told these words unto all the
children of Israel; and the people mourned
greatly.

40 And they rose up early in the morning, and
got them up to the top of the mountain, saying:
‘Lo, we are here, and will go up unto the place
which the LORD hath promised; for we have
sinned.'

41 And Moses said: ‘Wherefore how do ye
transgress the commandment of the LORD,
seeing it shall not prosper?

42 Go not up, for the LORD is not among you;
that ye be not smitten down before your
enemies.

43 For there the Amalekite and the Canaanite
are before you, and ye shall fall by the sword;
forasmuch as ye are turned back from following
the LORD, and the LORD will not be with you.'

44 But they presumed to go up to the top of the
mountain; nevertheless the ark of the covenant
of the LORD, and Moses, departed not out of
the camp.

45 Then the Amalekite and the Canaanite, who
dwelt in that hill-country, came down, and smote
them and beat them down, even unto Hormah. {P}
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Sefer Bamidbar - What 'belongs’ & what doesn't!

Chapter Ongoing Narrative Mitzvot I'dorot (Commandments)
Preparing to leave Har Sinai
1->4 | Organizing the camp, army etc.
5 Laws of "asham" * "sotah"
6 Laws of "nazir" & birkat kohanim
7 Dedication of Mishkan by the Nsiim
8 Ceremony for Leviim, replacing bchorim
9 Pesach in the desert; instructions on how [Pesach sheni/ reason for delay?]]
to travel following the 'anan’
10 Using the "chatzrotot" for travel signals;
Travel begins on 20 lyar; "va'yhi b'nsoa"
Failure of first generation
1 Sin of the "mitavim"; 70 elders appointed
12 Sin of Miriam, talking against Moshe
13-14 Sin of the spies; & the "maapilim"
15 Laws re: korbanot, taking challa,
Sanhedrin, shabbat, & tzizit
16-17 | Korach's rebellion; test of the 12 staffs
18 Laws re:Compensation for shevet Levi
19 Laws re: 'para aduma'/ "tumat meyt"
20 Moshe & Aharon's sin at Mei Meriva;
Fortieth year/ journey around Har Seir
21 War with Arad; sin of "nachash nchoshet"
War with Sichon/ Conquer of Transjordan
22-24 Story of Bilam & Balak
25 Sin of Bnei Yisrael with 'bnot MoaVv';
revenge taken by Pinchas etc.
Preparing to Enter Canaan
26 Census, who will inherit the land
27 Daughters of Tzlofchad request 'nachala’;
Moshe is told to die, Yehoshua appointed
28-29 Laws of Tmidim u'Musafim (holidays)
30 Laws re: annulling vows
31 War against Midyan
32 Inheritance taken by Reuven, Gad &
Menashe; & their promise to fight....
33 Summary of Travel thru the desert [Commandment to conquer the land?]
34 Borders of Eretz Cannan (to conquer)
35 Cities of Levites & Cities of Refuge
36 Bnot Tzlofchad - protecting inheritance




