Sefer Bamidbar - one book, two books, or three? /shiur #3
Why & How many times must "dor ha'Midbar" sin?
The answer may be 'blowing in the WIND'

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag,

INTRODUCTION

One of the most disappointing events of the Torah is the fact that the
generation that left Egypt, and witnessed of all God's great miracles, never made it to
the Land of Israel, as they were promised - instead they all died in the desert.

The big question is WHY - and what lessons can be learned by future generations
when they study these stories.

In today's shiur, we will discuss an answer that is proposed by Psalm 78.

I. Tehillim 78
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« « 6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children that should be born; who should arise

and tell them to their children, 7 That they might put their confidence in God, and not forget the works of
God, but keep His commandments;

8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious
generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was
not steadfast with God.

PNINDD IPNND-ND) TIV-INOVN NNI-502 a)...
ﬂbﬁ:u t:mmm mm’ ‘xn:l 0N ;b

5923 90N NDY Iy mamb DaYy) 1Y

“N9) 10N DYDY, 9399): DU -ND) -)IY 9929 , 0909 NI N5
INPH-53 Y

29 N9Y 79N PN 100 T2 1D 05



ITI. The word “ruach” in Chumash
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Bamidbar chapter 11

1 And the people were as murmurers,
speaking evil in the ears of the LORD;
. . . and when the LORD heard it, His anger
¥R HINMY M WR D2-TWAM DR M wes kindied: and the fire of the LORD
burnt among them, and devoured in the
WA uttermost part of the camp.
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2 And the people cried unto Moses; and
Moses prayed unto the LORD, and the
fire abated.
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3 And the name of that place was called
Taberah, because the fire of the LORD
burnt among them.
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4 And the mixed multitude that was
among them fell a lusting; and the
children of Israel also wept on their
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given flesh to eat!
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5 We remember the fish, which we
were wont to eat in Egypt for nought;
the cucumbers, and the melons, and the
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6 but now our soul is dried away; there
is nothing at all; we have nought save
this manna to look to.'--
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7 Now the manna was like coriander
seed, and the appearance thereof as
the appearance of bdellium.
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8 The people went about, and gathered
it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in

) . L . . mortars, and seethed it in pots, and
Dl_ﬂ?: ,VJDQ ﬂ:a.‘ ;mJD 1INKXR “Ul_rﬂ n1j9; 1‘7\031 made cakes of it; and the taste of it
' . . . . ' was as the taste of a cake baked with
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9 And when the dew fell upon the camp
in the night, the manna fell upon it.--
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10 And Moses heard the people
weeping, family by family, every man at
the door of his tent; and the anger of
the LORD was kindled greatly: and
Moses was displeased.

11 And Moses said unto the LORD:
‘Wherefore hast Thou dealt ill with
Thy servant? and wherefore have I not
found favour in Thy sight, that Thou
layest the burden of all this people upon
me?

12 Have T conceived all this people?
have I brought them forth, that Thou
shouldest say unto me: Carry them in
thy bosom, as a nursing-father carrieth
the sucking child, unto the land which
Thou didst swear unto their fathers?

13 Whence should T have flesh to give
unto all this people? for they trouble
me with their weeping, saying: Give us
flesh, that we may eat.

14 T am not able to bear all this people
myself alone, because it is too heavy
for me.

15 And if Thou deal thus with me, kill
me, I pray Thee, out of hand, if I have
found favour in Thy sight; and let me
not look upon my wretchedness." {P}

16 And the LORD said unto Moses:
‘Gather unto Me seventy men of the
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to
be the elders of the people, and
officers over them; and bring them
unto the tent of meeting, that they may
stand there with thee.

17 And I will come down and speak with
thee there; and I will take of the spirit
which is upon thee, and will put it upon

them; and they shall bear the burden of

* the people with thee, that thou bear it

not thyself alone.



18 And say thou unto the people:
Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow,
and ye shall eat flesh; for ye have wept
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that we were given flesh to eat! for it
.OR9IRI ;WA 029 M I0) ;078N 135 was well with us in Egypt: therefore the
R TOTE R R TP P T LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall
eat.

19 Ye shall not eat one day, hor two
days, nor five days, neither ten days,
nor twenty days;
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20 but a whole month, until it come out
at your nostrils, and it be loathsome
unto you; because that ye have rejected
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] troubled Him with weeping, saying:
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' ' © T Egypt?

21 And Moses said: 'The people, among
whom I am, are six hundred thousand

. . . men on foot; and yet Thou hast said: T
,153221 ,Dﬂ? InN jw; ,1377_313 Tlljt:%'l ;TJWP: ’DJZs will give them flesh, that they may eat
a whole month!

o W

ng Qb a’z?:m_ ‘]‘7& DINRN-YY ,ﬂWD ,WDN’] N9

22 If flocks and herds be slain for
them, will they suffice them? or if all
the fish of the sea be gathered
{D} Dl-l'? N¥@1 ,Dn:? ‘1013’ D:U u-r together for them, will they suffice
them?' {P}

-72-N§ DX ;077 RYM D7 VNY? I INRD 30

AOY ;PR I TN L IWR-OR I RN 30 L e e shorms e

shalt thou see whether My word shall

NS'DN ,’j;-f ?[jp’lj HNWI'I come to pass unto thee or not.’

24 And Moses went out, and told the
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. . . . gathered seventy men of the elders of
DJ’DD ,DDN .WD;JZ]_ ,DSTJD ’JPTD ,W’B D’ZJZIW ’]DN’I the people, and set them round about
the Tent.
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. . . . the spirit that was upon him, and put it
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pass, that, when the spirit rested upon

JD Q: Nz71 ,INJJD’I ,ﬂ_]ja Dﬂ’sy them, they prophesied, but they did so

* ho more.

26 But there remained two men in the
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. . and the name of the other Medad; and
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) o . o were of them that were recorded, but
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they prophesied in the camp.

27 And there ran a young man, and told
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prophesying in the camp.'
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28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the

--ernnn nwn nj\TUD ’NJ-I: QWL-P U—Jn na minister of Moses from his youth up,
answered and said: ‘My lord Moses,
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29 And Moses said unto him: 'Art thou
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77 30 And Moses withdrew into the camp,
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. . 31 And there went forth a wind from
won 7D:U_UD D’ﬁw T;Zl 9’-'1'.'? n.RD yQ-J nq.n' &'7 the LORD, and brought across quails
from the sea, and let them fall by the
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side, and a day's journey on the other

.Pjga 739_:73] ’anpg:1__‘—u]jpa side, round about the camp, and about

two cubits above the face of the earth.
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) . and gathered the quails; he that
MIWY QOR ,0WNANN--17WN-NR 1DDRM NI gathered least gathered ten heaps; and
they spread them all abroad for
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33 While the flesh was yet between
their teeth, ere it was chewed, the
anger of the LORD was kindled against
-I'ND 7:7 ﬁ:n DD: j1ﬁ’ -[’1 DlJ:l _‘-”-‘ the people, and the LORD smote the

people with a very great plague.
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34 And the name of that place was
called Kibroth-hattaavah, because
there they buried the people that
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T - - journeyed unto Hazeroth; and they

. abode at Hazeroth. {P}
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Chapter 16 - when God wants to punish everyone b/c of Korach

10&5 ]"ITIN-BNT ﬂ'(U‘b-z?N 950 99T 9 20 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron,
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saying:

;n&,{a ‘-‘TDD '[11773 ,157;” K9 21 'Separate yourselves from among this congregation,

that I may consume them in a moment.'
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o . 22 And they fell upon their faces, and said: 'O God, the
’UE% ,'7g ,1-1DN’1_ ,DTI’JD-‘?K_J 1‘75’1 D 6God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt

Thou be wroth with all the congregation?' {S}
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15 And Moses spoke unto the LORD,
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16 'Let the LORD, the God of the spirits

,ﬂva;'t’?’? nhﬁa ’ﬂ&l‘f ,nlnz Tp@’ 0 of all flesh, set a ;nan over the

congregation,
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may come in before them, and who may
lead them out, and who may bring them in;
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as sheep which have no shepherd.'

18 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Take
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is spirit, and lay thy hand upon him;
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Sefer Bamidbar - What 'belongs’' & what doesn't!

Chapter Ongoing Narrative Mitzvot I'dorot (Commandments)
Preparing to leave Har Sinai
1->4 | Organizing the camp, army etc.
5 Laws of "asham" * "sotah"
6 Laws of "nazir" & birkat kohanim
7 Dedication of Mishkan by the Nsiim
8 Ceremony for Leviim, replacing bchorim
9 Pesach in the desert; instructions on how [Pesach sheni/ reason for delay?]]
to travel following the 'anan’
10 Using the "chatzrotot" for travel signals;
Travel begins on 20 lyar; "va'yhi b'nsoa"
Failure of first generation
11 Sin of the "mitavim"; 70 elders appointed
12 Sin of Miriam, talking against Moshe
13-14 Sin of the spies; & the "maapilim"
15 Laws re: korbanot, taking challa,
Sanhedrin, shabbat, & tzizit
16-17 | Korach's rebellion; test of the 12 staffs
18 Laws re:Compensation for shevet Levi
19 Laws re: 'para aduma' / "tumat meyt"
20 Moshe & Aharon's sin at Mei Meriva;
Fortieth year/ journey around Har Seir
21 War with Arad; sin of "nachash nchoshet"
War with Sichon/ Conquer of Transjordan
22-24 Story of Bilam & Balak
25 Sin of Bnei Yisrael with 'bnot MoaVv';
revenge taken by Pinchas etc.
Preparing to Enter Canaan
26 Census, who will inherit the land
27 Daughters of Tzlofchad request 'nachala’;
Moshe is told to die, Yehoshua appointed
28-29 Laws of Tmidim u'Musafim (holidays)
30 Laws re: annulling vows
31 War against Midyan
32 Inheritance taken by Reuven, Gad &
Menashe; & their promise to fight....
33 Summary of Travel thru the desert [Commandment to conquer the land?]
34 Borders of Eretz Cannan (to conquer)
35 Cities of Levites & Cities of Refuge
36 Bnot Tzlofchad - protecting inheritance




