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Sacrifice and Scapegoat: The Twin Goats of Yom Kippur

Ms. Sarah Gordon

I. The Two Goats:

1. Leviticus 16

(5) And from the Israelite community he
shall take two he-goats for a sin offering
and a ram for a burnt offering.

(7) Aaron shall take the two he-goats and
let them stand before n' at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting; (8) and he shall place
lots upon the two goats, one marked for 0’
and the other marked for Azazel. (9) Aaron
shall bring forward the goat designated by
lot for N, which he is to offer as a sin
offering; (10) while the goat designated by
lot for Azazel shall be left standing alive
before ', to make expiation with it and to
send it off to the wilderness for Azazel.

(20) When he has finished purging the
Shrine, the Tent of Meeting, and the altar,
the live goat shall be brought forward. (21)
Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the
head of the live goat and confess over it all
the iniquities and transgressions of the
Israelites, whatever their sins, putting them
on the head of the goat; and it shall be sent
off to the wilderness through a designated
agent. (22) Thus the goat shall carry on it all
their iniquities to an inaccessible region;

and the goat shall be set free in the

wilderness.

(30) For on this day atonement shall be
made for you to purify you of all your sins;
you shall be pure before G-d.
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I1. The Problem:

2. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 67b

The phrase: And you shall keep my
statutes, is a reference to matters that
Satan and the nations of the world
challenge. They are: The prohibitions
against eating pork; wearing garments that
are made from diverse kinds of material,
i.e.,, wool and linen; performing the halitza
ceremony with a yevama, a widow who
must participate in a levirate marriage or
halitza; the purification ceremony of the
leper; and the scapegoat. And lest you say
these have no reason and are meaningless
acts, therefore the verse states: “I am the
Lord” (Leviticus 18:4), to indicate: I am the
Lord, I decreed these statutes and you
have no right to doubt them.
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3. Vayikra 17:3-7
(3) if anyone of the house of Israel

slaughters an ox or sheep or goat in the
camp, or does so outside the camp, (4) and
does not bring it to the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting to present it as an offering
to N, before N's Tabernacle, bloodguilt shall
be imputed to that party: having shed
blood, that person shall be cut off from
among this people. (5) This is in order that
the Israelites may bring the sacrifices
which they have been making in the
open—that they may bring them before ',
to the priest, at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting, and offer them as sacrifices of
well-being to G-d (6) that the priest may
dash the blood against the altar of ' at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting, and turn
the fat into smoke as a pleasing odor to
G-d; (7) and that they may offer their
sacrifices no more to the goat-demons
after whom they stray. This shall be to
them a law for all time, throughout the
ages.
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I11. The Parallels:

An Eblaite Goat Ritual

roval wedding:

4. Dr. Noga Ayali-Darshan, The Scapegoat rituals and its Ancient Near-East Parallels

The most ancient example of a sending away ritual was uncovered in the Ebla archives
(Tell Mardikh in Modern Syria) from the twenty-fourth century B.C.E. A tablet describes a

ritual in which an animal is sent away in order to purify the house of the dead prior to a

We purify the mausoleum before the entrance of (the gods) Kura and Barama. A goat, a silver

bracelet (hanging from) its neck, towards the steppe of Alini we let it go. (ARET XI, 12, 39-40)

Here the goat is sent out, dressed up in a decorative silver bracelet, and carries with it

the impurity, allowing the gods, and later the king and queen, to enter the mausoleum as

part of the wedding ceremony.

An Ugaritic Goat Ritual

In the latter half of the second millennium B.C.E., Ugarit (Ras Shamra in Modern Syria)
had the following comprehensive wording for, apparently, the same practice of sending

away an animal when a danger threatens the city and its citizens:

If a city is captured (or) if the people die, (all) the people shall take a goat and lead it far off.

(KTU 1.127)

5. Leviticus 14

(1) n' spoke to Moses, saying: (2) This shall
be the ritual for a leper at the time of being
purified. When it has been reported to the
priest, (3) the priest shall go outside the
camp. If the priest sees that the leper has
been healed of the scaly affection, (4) the
priest shall order two live pure birds, cedar
wood, crimson stuff, and hyssop to be
brought for the one to be purified. (5) The
priest shall order one of the birds
slaughtered over fresh water in an earthen
vessel; (6) and he shall take the live bird,
along with the cedar wood, the crimson
stuff, and the hyssop, and dip them
together with the live bird in the blood of
the bird that was slaughtered over the
fresh water. (7) He shall then sprinkle it
seven times on the one to be purified of the
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eruption and effect the purification: and he
shall set the live bird free in the open

Country.

IV. Four Approaches to the Scapegoat Ritual:

Approach 1: Seeing ourselves as the goats

6. Mishnah Yoma 6:1

The mitzva of the two Yom Kippur goats,
the goat sacrificed to God and the goat
sent to Azazel that are brought as a pair, is
as follows: That they will both be identical
in appearance, i.e., color, and in height,
and in monetary value, and their
acquisition must be as one, i.e., they must
be purchased together. And even if they
are not identical, nevertheless, they are
valid. And similarly, if he acquired one
today and one tomorrow, they are valid...
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7. Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch (1808-1888, Germany), Vayikra 16:10

... Each one of us is a 1"V (goat). Each one of us has the power to resist, to be obstinate,

the ability to oppose with firmness demands made on our will-power. It is on the way we

use this power that the worthiness or worthlessness of our moral existence depends. We
can use it in attachment to G-d... in being a ‘1Y 1"V (a goat chosen for G-d). Or, we can

use it in obstinate refusal of all compliant obedience to G-d, and to the demands of His

holy laws of morality... here called 5r1NtV9 (to Azazel)...

8. Talmud Bavli, Kiddushin 40a

The Sages taught: Always a person should
view himself as though he were exactly
half-liable and half-meritorious. In other
words he should act as though the plates of
his scale are balanced, so that if he
performs one mitzva he is fortunate, as he
tilts his balance to the scale of merit. If he
transgresses one prohibition, woe to him,
as he tilts his balance to the scale of
liability, as it is stated: “But one sin
destroys much good” (Ecclesiastes 9:18),
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which means that due to one sin that a
person transgresses he squanders much
good

Approach 2: We are not defined by our sins

9. Rav Uriel Eitam, “The Service of the Goats - Repair of the sin of the tree of

knowledge - Part 1”, VBM.

... At the start, the two similar goats reflect the simple attitude toward man'’s sins over the

course of the year. Throughout the year, the individual and the people as a whole
accumulate good and bad deeds, mitzvot and transgressions, merits and liabilities. At first

glance, it seems that different sides and different actions are equal parts of cohesive
personalities, just as the two goats that will be sent, one in and one out, are similar to

each other at the outset... Separating the goats on Yom Kippur reveals a deeper
perspective than that of the rest of the vear. According to this perspective, evil does not

define identity and is not an integral part of a person. The goat that Israel offers to God

and is brought in before Him expresses belonging to God, while the goat that is sent out

to Azazel with the people’s sins expresses the fact that sins are not part of human

identity, but rather external. As the Gemara states: "A person does not commit a
transgression unless a spirit of folly enters into him [from the outside]" (Sota 3a)...

10. Maharal (Rabbi Judah Loew ben
Bezalel, 1526-1609, Prague), Sermon for

Shabbat Shuva, p. 83:
Because the souls of Israel are holy and

pure in themselves, their sins do not stem

from their very souls, for their souls in
themselves are holy and pure. For were this

not so, it would be unbefitting to bring the
blood into the Holy of Holies. However
these sins do not stem from the souls of
Israel, but only from Satan's incitement of
Israel, from which come the sins.
Therefore, the Torah says, since Israel have
pure souls and they have an offering to
bring in the innermost chamber, the sins
committed by Israel are from the evil
inclination, which is Satan, and not from
themselves — to the point that Satan,
namely, the evil inclination, has a part in
Israel, that is, the sins that stem from the
evil inclination. Therefore, the Torah says
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that the high priest should put the sins of
Israel on the second goat and he should
send the goat into the wilderness, so that it
may take that part of Israel that he has in
them. (Translation: Rav Uriel Eitam)

11. Rav Uriel Eitam, “The Service of the Goats - Repair of the sin of the tree of
knowledge (part 2)”, VBM.

...The most fundamental feature of the wilderness is the absence of water...It follows
from this that the treatment of impurity on Yom Kippur is done in the opposite way of
the usual purification process. Usually the impure person undergoes a purification
process, this being done by way of immersion in water. On Yom Kippur, the goat that
bears upon it the sins of Israel, considered like impurity, does not undergo a purification
process; rather, it is sent to a place that is the very opposite of the fundamental elements
of the purification process — to the wilderness... The impurity of sin is taken outside to
the place of death, where there is no water, and the person is left inside, pure of sin.

The Mishna describes what is done with the goat in the wilderness: "And he pushed it
from behind, and it went rolling down, and before it had reached half its way downhill, it
was dashed to pieces" (Yoma 6:6)... The dashing of the goat to pieces can also be seen as
a parallel of immersion in water: Just as with immersion, all of the person's limbs come
into contact with the living water, so too with throwing the goat off the cliff and dashing
it into pieces, all of the goat's limbs come into contact with the surface of the wilderness,
which Kills.

This is the Torah's sharp way of expressing the uniqueness of Yom Kippur. Throughout
the year, sins are regarded as part of each person, requiring treatment. On Yom Kippur,
sin is separate from the people, something that enters from the outside and that must be
sent to a place, the nature of which stands in opposition to the living space of the nation.

Approach #3: A “Bribe” to the Yetzer Hara (evil inclination)

12. Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman, N NIPMY’an 12
1194 - 1270, Spain), Vayikra 16:8 91TaN ATVIYN "1 VI3 NN wMan...
...It is explained more clearly in the TMY HNNDY 1Y 1M 10 1285 (0 Pa)

Chapters of the great Rabbi Eliezer: “The
reason why they would give Sammael [i.e.,
Satan] a conciliatory gift on the Day of
Atonement, was so that he should not
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blessed by He: ‘Master of all worlds! You
have one people on earth who are
comparable to the ministering angels in the
heavens.... And the Holy One, blessed be
He, hears the testimony concerning Israel
from their prosecutor, and He atones for
the altar and for the Sanctuary, and for the

priests and for all the people of the
assembly...

...Now this is the secret of the matter. They

used to worship “other gods.” namely, the

angels, bringing offerings of a sweet savor
to them... Now the Torah has absolutely

forbidden to accept them as deities, or to
worship them in any manner. However, the
Holy One, blessed be He, commanded us
that on the Day of Atonement we should let
loose a goat in the wilderness, to that
“prince” [power] which rules over
wastelands.... Now the intention in our
sending away the goat to the desert was
not that it should be an offering from us to
it — Heaven forbid! Rather, our intention
should be to fulfill the wish of our Creator.
Who commanded us to do so. This may be
compared to the case of someone who
makes a feast for his master, and the
master commands the person making the
feast, “Give one portion to that servant of
mine,” in which case the host gives nothing
[of his own] to that servant, and it is not to
show him honor that he acts in that way to
him, but everything is given to the master
and it is the master that gives a gift to his
servant; the host only observes his
command and does in honor of the master
whatever he commanded him to do. The
master, however, out of his own
compassion for the host, wanted all his
servants to derive some enjoyment from it
[the feast], in order that they may all speak
of his [the host’s] praise and not of his
shortcomings.
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This then is the reason [for having
someone] who casts the lots [on the two
goats]. If the priest were to dedicate them
merely, by word of mouth [without casting
the lots], saying, “one for the Eternal” and
“one for Azazel.” that would be like
worshiping [Azazel] or taking a vow in its
name. Rather, the priest set the two goats
before the Eternal at the door of the Tent of
Meeting, for both of them were a gift to
G-d, and he gave to His servant that
portion which came to him from G-d. It is
he [i.e., the priest] who cast the lots on
them, but it is His hand that apportioned
them... That is the reason why we do not
ourselves do any act of slaughtering [of
that goat, as this would imply thatitis a
proper offering which requires

slaughtering]...

13. Rav Tzadok HaCohen of Lublin
(1845-1895), Tzidkat HaTzadik, 40

The main part of repentance is that G-d
opens your eves so that your intentional
sins seem as merits (see Talmud Bavli,
Yoma 86b). Meaning, you should
understand and comprehend that
everything that you sinned was also the will
of G-d... and since G-d wanted this to
happen, therefore they (the intentional
sins) are all merits, and you are worthy of
complete atonement on Yom Kippur. And
this is the secret of the scapegoat, thatif a
person did this ritual on their own, he
would be worshiping actual idol worship...
but since the goat is commanded by G-d,
and he is commanded to send it, then it is a
Mitzvah and not a sin... and see the
commentary of the Ramban on Parshat
Acharei Mot, that the fact we give a portion
to Azazel, who is evil, is only because G-d
commands us to give it to him, and this
makes the sin a Mitzvah.
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14. Rambam (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon,
1138-1204, Spain /Israel), Laws of
Repentance, 5:1

Free will is granted to all men. If one
desires to turn himself to the path of good
and be righteous, the choice is his. Should
he desire to turn to the path of evil and be
wicked, the choice is his...

N:D NN madn n”an .14

1MYY MPNY N¥] OX NN DTN Y2Y M)
DN1.1T'A MYIN PT¥ D1'021 N2V 11T
YY1 N2 Nyl 1172 1y nivnd Nx)

.. 172 MYIN

Approach #4: Bringing us back to n'wX11 19D /Sefer Breishit

15. Breishit 21

(10) She said to Abraham, “Cast out that
slave-woman and her son, for the son of
that slave shall not share in the inheritance
with my son Isaac”” (11) The matter
distressed Abraham greatly, for it
concerned a son of his. (12) But God said to
Abraham, “Do not be distressed over the
boy or your slave; whatever Sarah tells you,
do as she says, for it is through Isaac that
offspring shall be continued for you. (13) As
for the son of the slave-woman, I will make
a nation of him, too, for he is your seed”
(14) Early next morning Abraham took some
bread and a skin of water, and gave them to

Hagar. He placed them over her shoulder,
together with the child, and sent her away.

And she wandered about in the wilderness
of Beer-sheba.
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16. Rav Yonatan Feintuch, “The Two Goats of Yom Kippur”, 1nnn» M9 Di¥ D1,

Machon Herzog, Yeshivat Har Etzion.

At first, it can be said that the ritual of the
goats is a symbolic act, in which the people
of Israel ask God to remember His choice
of Israel and the merit of the Patriarchs, in
whose name He chose them over their
brothers, so that He might be appeased and
forgive the people for all their sins. Yet, it
seems that there is more here than simply
recalling the past, for the casting of lots
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between the goats is not a matter of NMIX1Y 1N 793 .10"ApN Y NLYNNN
chance, but rather the transferring of the 1YYN IWND .N1NAN NYYN YW Ny
decision into the hands of God. In this way, DY DX AN 1Y 121D MHYVY 1NY
the act reenacts the very process of 207 25NWN N PPYAL1a09 ORI

chosenness: the goat chosen to be offered
to God represents the people of Israel, and
the other represents the opposite. This
idea fits well with the meaning of Yom
Kippur, the holy day when God forgives the
people of Israel and the greatest closeness
between them is achieved.
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17. Midrash Breishit Rabbah, 65:14 120D N1 MYKXI1A wITN .17
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because by them they are cleansed on Yom
Kippur, one to the Lord and one to Azazel"
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18. Rav Elyakim Krumbein, “Ya’akov, Esav, and the Yom Kippur Ritual”, VBM.
...For example, Ya'akov's entrance to his father's room, waiting for a blessing, reminds us

of the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) entering the Holy of Holies. Moreover, Ya'akov wears
special clothes for the occasion, just as does the Kohen Gadol, and Yitzchak notes "the
smell of my son," which may parallel the incense. Small wonder, therefore, that the
Midrash completes the picture by comparing Ya'akov's gift to his father to the two goats
of Yom Kippur, which make it possible for the Kohen to enter the Kodesh...

...S0 both Ya'akov and Esav are like two goats, only one of which will enter the Kodesh -
their father's room - and receive a blessing. The twin brothers become so similar
physically, that even their own (admittedly blind) father cannot recognize the one from
the other - just as the Halakha requires the two goats to be equal in height and
appearance (Yoma 62a). And like the two goats, the brothers' fates hang on a thread: only

one will receive the blessing (sacrificed to the Lord), and the other one will be cast out (to
the Azazel)...

Ya'akov meets Esav again in Bereishit 32-33, and even there one might find parallels to
Avodat Yom Ha-kippurim. Ya'akov needs to pacify his brother with gifts, comprised of

herds of animals. The scapegoat sent to the wilderness is often viewed as a "gift" to the
"se'irim," so it should not surprise us to find that Ya'akov's first gift to Esav is a flock of

goats...



https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27.9?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/yaakov-esav-and-yom-kippur-ritual
https://www.sefaria.org/Yoma.62a?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.32-33?lang=he-en&utm_source=etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
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19. Rav Yonatan Feintuch, “The Two Goats of Yom Kippur”, ) nNnN"M 192 DI1X¥ D1,

Machon Herzog, Yeshivat Har Etzion.

Every choice expressed in the book is a
difficult process, accompanied by the
suffering of the rejected side, and usually
also of the chosen side. In the process of
choice, local injustices were sometimes
done to those who were rejected, which,
although justified within the overall course,
may in themselves require atonement.
These things are especially striking

in the writings regarding Jacob and Esau.
Esau’s outcry over the loss of the blessing
from his beloved father, and Jacob’s need to
flee from the wrath of his brother, develop
into consequences that extend for many
generations and require justification for the
choice. Despite the justification

behind the choice, and even if all the
actions of the patriarchs were the only way

to bring it about,still, according to some,

atonement is required in and of itself.

YR T'ONND XN 1P Dyvann N1'na o
D) Y92 1172 NN T8N Y Hapa nnvm
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12N IN 99010 19NN MPTNIN DIAN INY
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WY 2pY 1235 021002 TN DbMA
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mI25 MI25 2pYy? DY 7N¥M , TRN 12NN
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NPT NN D27NN MMTNND TV 02N
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20. Breishit 37

(19) They said to one another, “Here comes
that dreamer! (20) Come now, let us kill him
and throw him into one of the pits; and we
can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him. We
shall see what comes of his dreams!”

(23) When Joseph came up to his brothers,
they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the
ornamented tunic that he was wearing, (24)
and took him and cast him into the pit. The
pit was empty: there was no water in it.

(31) Then they took Joseph’s tunic,
slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in
the blood.

™ MwN11 .20
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https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/yaakov-esav-and-yom-kippur-ritual
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21. Machzor Ashkenaz for Yom Kippur, the

2171 NMIYY M99 DY 1IWX Nrnn .20

10 Martyrs

...If a man was found to have kidnapped one
of his brothers, from among the Children of
Yisrael; treating him as a slave and selling

”

him.

They answered him: “The kidnapper should
be put to death” He then exclaimed “Where
are your fathers, who sold their brother
and dealt him to a caravan of Ishmaelites

for pairs of shoes.”

You, therefore, must accept the law of God
upon yourselves...

mabn
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Further reading:

e Rav Uriel Eitam, “The Service of the Goats - Repair of the sin of the tree of

knowledge - Part 1" and “The Service of the Goats - Repair of the sin of the tree of

knowledge - Part 2” VBM.

e Rav Elyakim Krumbein, “Ya'akov, Esav, and the Yom Kippur Ritual”, VBM.

e Dr. Noga Ayali-Darshan, The Scapegoat rituals and its Ancient Near-East Parallels
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https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/service-goats-repair-sin-involving-tree-knowledge-1
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/service-goats-repair-sin-involving-tree-knowledge-1
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/service-goats-repairing-sin-eating-tree-knowledge-2
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/service-goats-repairing-sin-eating-tree-knowledge-2
https://www.etzion.org.il/en/holidays/yom-kippur/yaakov-esav-and-yom-kippur-ritual
https://www.thetorah.com/article/the-scapegoat-ritual-and-its-ancient-near-eastern-parallels

