How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #8
Sinai - a site to ‘see’; or the shaping of our destiny
The First Forty Days - what was their purpose?

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/
INTRODUCTION
In our previous shiurim, we discussed the various events that transpired during
Maamad Har Sinai. In this week’s shiur, we attempt to determine how & when (and why)
this momentous event concludes. We begin our a study with a careful read of Moshe's
ascent to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights, as recorded in the final verses of
chapter 24, to show how those psukim set the stage not only for the rest of Sefer
Shmot, but also for the rest of Chumash.
Last week, we studied the covenantal ceremony recorded in Shmot 24:1-11, which
according to Chazal, took place back in chapter 19 [before Matan Torah]. In today's
shiur we begin with the short section that follows, which for sure took place later.

I Shmot 24: 12-18
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12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and be
there; and I will give thee the tables of
stone, and the law and the commandment,
which I have written, that thou mayest
teach them.’

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua his
minister; and Moses went up into the
mount of God.

IV DY INYN YY), NYn DR N
ONOND 9D-ON

1Y ,N12 12-12Y DN ONIPIN-ION) P
9IN) YIDN MM ; o:va NYI-IYN
mbN vy omrr 5¥3-9) o:m

-5 390 O 5 INN-ON NP Y 10
97

YN PO IN-DY MN’-TI2D PYN 0
012 NYR-DX NIPN ; DN NYY Y7
YD IR ,YaUN

14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry ye
here for us, until we come back unto you;
and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you;
whosoever hath a cause, let him come
near unto them.’

15 And Moses went up into the mount,
and the cloud covered the mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode

upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered
it six days; and the seventh day He called
unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of the
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LORD was like devouring fire on the top
of the mount in the eyes of the children of
Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst of
the cloud, and went up into the mount;
and Moses was in the mount forty days
and forty nights.



Note numerous opinions re: 24:12:
Rashi
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II. What should happen next?
i.e. what should follow end of chapter 24

explain the ‘two cameras’ analogy

III. The next unit in Sefer Shmot
Using Tanach Koren, scan chapters 25 thru 31

Noting how many times Hashem speaks to Moshe, as well as the
topic of that instruction!

Compare this to the parallel story in Sefer Devarim
Read carefully Devarim 5:20 thru 6:4
Note that Moshe receives numerous other laws at that time
i.e. the chukim u'mishpatim as well as the “hamitzvah” section

note especially Devarim 5:24-28 as well ast 6:1- in light of 5:1

IV. See if Shmot 31:18 => 32:7 can be read as
a continuation of Shmot 24:12-18
Read carefully, and see if that makes sense
If so, what is happening on Mt. Sinai at the same time
The laws of the Mishkan? [Shmot 25=>31]

The laws in the main speech in Devarim chapters 6=>26

IV. Ramban's approach - [keeping in chronological order]
A. A mini-Mount Sinai - excerpt from Ramban's intro to Parshat Teruma
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[The ‘secret’ of the Mishkan — that the Glory that rested on Mt. Sinai — would now rest upon it in a
‘hidden” manner...And the same Glory that was seen [by the people] at Har Sinai — now rested in it]




B. The juxtaposition of 'units’ in second half of Sefer Shmot
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C.Note parallel between final psukim of Parshat Mishpatim (24:15-18 / Har Sinai)

& final psukim of Sefer Shmot (40:

34-35 / the Mishkan)

The shechina rests on the Mishkan

Moshe’s ascent to Mt. Sinai
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E. The Golden Calf - Did the peo

ple ask for a ‘god’', or a 'power'?

The people’s request from Aaron

God's promise to send a ‘malach’
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F. A ‘golden image' leads the nation to Israel- one year later...(Bamidbar 10:33-36)
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A parallel celebration / compare Shmot 24:3-11 to 32:3-6
Note the "mizbayach”; “olot", "shlamim”, eating & drinking
Note also what's missing (torah) ; and what's ‘extra’ ("tzchok")

[See Yechezkel 1:4-7, & Shmot 24:10 / noting description of God's feet]

6.. The Mishkan & its construction - in light of chet ha'egel
Shmot 34:1-9, in light of 33:12-22 ; 35:1-6 ; 40:34-38
The repetition of phrase "as Hashem commanded Moshe" in chapters 35->40
*Note wording of Moshe's prayer (34:9) that God return to dwell with them:
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