How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #5
The Exodus, why the book is better than the movie
Taking Egypt out of the Jews

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/
I. Review:
This week we will continue our study on how the focus of Sefer Shmot moves
from God taking the Jews of Egypt, to the more central topic of taking 'Egypt out of
the Jews' - in preparation for the journey on their way to enter a covenant with God on
Mt. Sinai - before they will conquer the Land of Israel.

II. The need for spiritual preparation in light of Brit Sinai:

Recall how all the events after the exodus lead up to the most

important event in the Torah - i.e. the covenant at Sinai.:
LOCATION EVENT

1)  Yam Suf (14:11) Am Yisrael is attacked by Mitzraim;
Thus breaking ties with Egypt, and ‘dependance of God instead

2)  Mara (15:24) the water is bitter;
God can provide the most basic physical needs

3)  Midbar Sin (15:2) there is no food to eat;
God can provide a constant source of nutrition

4) Refidim | (17:3) there is no water to drink;
God tests their faith; note the development of “emunah”

5) Refidim 11 (17:8) Am Yisrael is attacked by Amalek.

God can help them defeat their enemeis
[Note the chiastic structure: war-water-food-water-war.]

Note how this is central to the preamble to the covenant - Shmot 19
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III. 6od's first attempt - before the Plagues began!
Shmot 6:2-9 [Parshat Va'era]
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Note the proof the ‘listening’ implies ‘obeying’ based on the 'kal v'chomer'
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C. The parallel source from Yechezkel chapter 20
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D. What was so bad about Egyptian culture- Vayikra 18
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E. The Seforno's explanation, what enabled enslavement
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IV. Example from Kriyat Yam Suf
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10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children
of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold,
the Egyptians were marching after them;
and they were sore afraid; and the children
of Israel cried out unto the LORD.

11 And they said unto Moses: 'Because there
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us
away to die in the wilderness? wherefore
hast thou dealt thus with us, to bring us
forth out of Egypt?

12 Ts not this the word that we spoke unto
thee in Egypt, saying: Let us alone, that we
may serve the Egyptians? For it were better
for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we
should die in the wilderness."'

13 And Moses said unto the people: ‘Fear ye
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the
LORD, which He will work for you to-day;
for whereas ye have seen the Egyptians to-
day, ye shall see them again no more for
ever.

14 The LORD will fight for you, and ye shall
hold your peace.’ {P}

15 And the LORD said unto Moses:
‘Wherefore criest thou unto Me? speak unto
the children of Israel, that they go forward.

16 And lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out
thy hand over the sea, and divide it; and the
children of Israel shall go into the midst of
the sea on dry ground.

17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of
the Egyptians, and they shall go in after
them; and I will get Me honour upon Pharaoh,
and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and
upon his horsemen.

18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am
the LORD, when I have gotten Me honour
upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his
horsemen



V. Review of the manna test/ preparation
1. Manna - as preparation for Mount Sinai /Shmot 16:4
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2. Taking as much as one ‘needs’, but not on shabbat / see 16:16-20
92K Y WK 3300 0P 1 MY WK L3270 ]
...N3700 D 8- e L. N9 b
3. An ‘omer’' of the manna - in the Holy of Hollies! /see 16:33-34
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4. How much does an ‘omer’ weigh? / see 16:36
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VI. Support from Devarim chapter 8
Reason for ‘'manna’ according to Moshe Rabeinu in Devarim 8:1-18
To PREPARE you for the spiritual dangers of prosperity!
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