How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #4
The Exodus, why the book is better than the movie
Why Pharoah changes his mind, or Why God changes His Plan”

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/
I. Review:

In our study over the last two weeks we discussed how it is NOT
Moshe's job to orchestrate the Exodus, rather only to follow God's
commands - to enable God to execute His ‘'master plan.’

Even though we saw in last week's shiur that Moshe might have
made his own decision when telling Pharoah that will not return to his
palace after the Plague of “"choshech”; in today's class we will see how
6od continues to 'surprise’ everyone, as He masterminds His plot to tice
Pharoah to attack the Israelites, which will lead to the ultimate demise
of Egypt.

We will also see how these events leave a lasting impression on
the Jewish nation as well, and topic that continues to be mentioned in
our daily prayers. Today's class will also begin our study on how the
focus of Sefer Shmot moves from God taking the Jews of Egypt, to
the more central topic of taking 'Egypt out of the Jews' - in
preparation for the journey on their way to enter a covenant with 6od
on Mt. Sinai - before they will conquer the Land of Israel.

IT . Review - the need to prepar both Am Yisrael and Egypt for the Exodus
Shmot chapter 6:
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Followed by failure to convey this message of redemption to the people:
First - the people will need re-assurance - 6:2-9 |
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Followed by chapters 7->11 getting Egypt ready for final plague:
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Followed by chapter 12 - Parshat ha'Chodeshl!
Note how the focus changes to Am Yisrael



IIT. The Exodus, to serve God after travelling THREE DAY DISTANCE
Let's trace the journey:

Chapter 12
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30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and
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there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was
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and said: 'Rise up, get you forth from among

. . my people, both ye and the children of Israel;
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33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the
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34 And the people took their dough before it
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35 And the children of Israel did according to
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Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold,
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36 And the LORD gave the people favour in
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37 And the children of Israel journeyed from
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38 And a mixed multitude went up also with
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for it was not leavened; because they were
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neither had they prepared for themselves any
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Chapter 13 thru 14
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17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had
let the people go, that God led them not by
the way of the land of the Philistines,
although that was near; for God said: ‘Lest
peradventure the people repent when they
see war, and they return to Egypt.'

18 But God led the people about, by the way
of the wilderness by the Red Sea; and the
children of Israel went up armed out of the
land of Egypt.

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with
him; for he had straitly sworn the children
of Israel, saying: 'God will surely remember
you; and ye shall carry up my bones away
hence with you."'

20 And they took their journey from
Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the
edge of the wilderness.

21 And the LORD went before them by day
in a pillar of cloud, to lead them the way; and
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light;
that they might go by day and by night:

22 the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar
of fire by night, departed not from before
the people. {P}

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

2 'Speak unto the children of Israel, that
they turn back and encamp before Pi-
hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
before Baal-zephon, over against it shall ye
encamp by the sea.

3 And Pharaoh will say of the children of
Israel: They are entangled in the land, the
wilderness hath shut them in.

4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he
shall follow after them; and I will get Me
honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host;
and the Egyptians shall know that I am the
LORD." And they did so.
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5 And it was told the king of Egypt that the
people were fled; and the heart of Pharaoh
and of his servants was turned towards the
people, and they said: 'What is this we have
done, that we have let Israel go from
serving us?

6 And he made ready his chariots, and took
his people with him.

7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots,
and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains
over all of them.

8 And the LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after
the children of Israel; for the children of
Israel went out with a high hand.

9 And the Egyptians pursued after them, all
the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his
horsemen, and his army, and overtook them
encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, in
front of Baal-zephon.

10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children
of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold,
the Egyptians were marching after them;
and they were sore afraid; and the children
of Israel cried out unto the LORD.

11 And they said unto Moses: 'Because there
were ho graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us
away to die in the wilderness? wherefore
hast thou dealt thus with us, to bring us
forth out of Egypt?

12 Is not this the word that we spoke unto
thee in Egypt, saying: Let us alone, that we
may serve the Egyptians? For it were better
for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we
should die in the wilderness.'

13 And Moses said unto the people: 'Fear ye
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the
LORD, which He will work for you to-day:;
for whereas ye have seen the Egyptians to-
day, ye shall see them again no more for
ever.

14 The LORD will fight for you, and ye shall
hold your peace.' {P}



15 And the LORD said unto Moses:
"Wherefore criest thou unto Me? speak unto
the children of Israel, that they go forward.
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16 And lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out
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children of Israel shall go into the midst of
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17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of
the Egyptians, and they shall go in after
them; and I will get Me honour upon Pharaoh,
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upon his horsemen.
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18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am
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upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his
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IV. SUMMARY of the master plan

A. Discuss the question - how Egypt won't find out
that the Israelites don’t plan on coming back -
Was the assumption that no-one would leak the secret?
see Ibn Ezra X PID MAW T8PR WITan XY a8
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B. Moshe's consistent demand to Pharoah - 3 day distance... (5:1-3]
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See also before each Plague: Shmot 7:14; 7:26; 8:16;9:1; 9:13:4 10:3
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C. Pharaoh gives in - each time a little bit more...
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D. Pharoah’s servants plea - Let them GO - to worship! shmot 10:7-9
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[Does Moshe give reasons or 'excuses'?]
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E. The last negotiations: Everything or nothing Shmot 10:24-26
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F. * THE EXODUS *- to freedom, or to worship Shmot 12:29-36
- DR PR3 712350 N "M n7ea ena an vy 2t
"RY TIRD IRY P 0NN 12 1IRY] NWhY K9P KO
.097372°N"NR 372 3199 HRI *13°D3 ONR-D3
DRI 1071 D137 WK NP DIR37DS DYINY DS 25

[Pharaoh asks for a 'misheberach'!] :’I:IR'DS

F cont.d . Who's rushing whom?
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6. THE EXPULSION - Egypt forces Israel to leave:
DAY ONE - From Raamses to Succot: Shmot 12:37
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DAY TWO- From Succot to Eitam, & armed! shmot 13:17-23
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DAY THREE- To the Desert, or Back to Egypt? Shmot 14:1-4
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H. Pharoah 'takes the bait' & declares war!: Shmot 14:5-9
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End Results ---
e Egyptloses the war-, thanks to God’s intervention
e Hence - Bnei Yisrael keep the 'spoils' (and what they ‘borrowed’)
e God's promises from "brit bein ha'btarim” have been fulfilled -
o The'enslaver' has been punished
o Bnei Yisrael leave with 'great wealth

« Nobody lied! Instead Egypt is paid back for 19 2NN NAN-
e Bnei Yisrael travel into desert to worship God at Har Sinai'

J. What were the Egyptians afraid of? Shmot 1:8-10
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K. Not wanting to leave Egypt -
* Their complaint before Kriyat Yam Suf -Shmot 14:10-13;

MM-D,INTY-)T IPYRN ... DPPY-NIN DNIYI-)T INYN 2P0, 1Y)

ANT-PM :I2THI MDY NINRY ,D21¥02 DIIP-PXOIINN NP5 1IN 8o
D892 PIN NI2T YN 9270 NT-NID 2. 0398010 1md8ind 1Y mvy

- LANDPN-ON,DYN-ON YD RN M. 927992

Now there will be a need for more ‘experiences’ [nisyonot]
Until Am Yisrael fix their ‘attitude problem’



