How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #2
The Exodus, why the book is better than the movie
Why Moshe is in the dark until “choshech”

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review:

In our study last week we discussed how it is NOT Moshe's job to
orchestrate the Exodus, rather only to follow God's commands - to
enable God to execute His ‘master plan’

We continue that discussion in today's class, as we identify the
very special unit from chapters 7 thru 11, to explain how and why they
form a unit, and how it explains several chronological problems that
arise when studying the flow of events.

II. The geneologies in Shmot chapter 6 - what's going on?
Let's follow the flow of events to identify the problem
Stage One - Moshe & Aharon meet the elders - they're accepted

29 And Moses and Aaron went and

;ﬁag;‘ 3nwn 15’1 U2 gathered together all the elders of the
. children of Israel.
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30 And Aaron spoke all the words which
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. did the signs in the sight of the people.
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they bowed their heads and worshipped.

Stage Two The first encounter with Pharoah / chapter 5

1 And afterward Moses and Aaron came,
and said unto Pharaoh: 'Thus saith the
LORD, the God of Israel: Let My people
* go, that they may hold a feast unto Me in
the wilderness.'
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that I should hearken unto His voice to

. : let Israel go? I know not the LORD, and
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3 And they said: 'The God of the
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cause the people to break loose from
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Followed by the story of double workload

Note how Moshe has failed (at least he thinks so)
19 And the officers of the children of
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20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who
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dealt ill with this people? why is it that
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people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy
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Discuss: What should we expect to happen next
Moshe has failed BOTH missions - to Phaorah & Am Yisrael
First - the people will need re-assurance - 6:2-9 |



Stage three - another attempt to re-assure the nation
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Stage Four - God tells Moshe to try again ! 6:10-13
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10 And the LORD spoke unto Moses,
saying:

11 'Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of
Egypt, that he let the children of
Israel go out of his land.'

12 And Moses spoke before the LORD,
saying: 'Behold, the children of Israel
have not hearkened unto me; how then
shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of
uncircumcised lips?' {P}

13 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and
unto Aaron, and gave them a charge
unto the children of Israel, and unto
Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the
children of Israel out of the land of
Egypt. {S}

14 These are the heads of their
fathers' houses: the sons of Reuben
the first-born of Israel: Hanoch, and
Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. These are the
families of Reuben.
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IIT. The new unit that begins in chapter 7
Note the key topic & the focus on Egypt!
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Israel go out of his land.

3 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and
’ﬂ’ZWTI'I ; X multiply My signs and My wonders in the
. land of Egypt.
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4 But Pharaoh will not hearken unto you,
"_l'z-ﬂij_{ ’ﬂ}jg] , T and I will lay My hand upon Egypt, and
) ) bring forth My hosts, My people the
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: : 6 And Moses and Aaron did so; as the
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Aaron fourscore and three years old, when
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unto Aaron, saying:
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saying: Show a wonder for you; then thou

} - 3 Yol : _ - shalt say unto Aaron: Take thy rod, and
“nng-ugt? Tswﬂ] ?[(97_3 NN ni2 ,]1?}8 BN D-‘Dg‘ cast it down before Pharaoh, that it

become a serpent.’
b "1
a0 0

; yya s ; _ : Jim ag 10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto
MY TWRD 12 RN, APIR-OR IR W MO 0 e e e he LORD had

,35271 Tl'y'\D ’JDL) ANON-NR ]'\TIN '[X7W’1 TN commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod

before Pharaoh and before his servants,
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Discuss how each plague ends - & why!
Also, when does Moshe find out about the next plague!
IV. Note how the unit ends AFTER “choshech” in chapter 11
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Followed by chapter 12 - Parshat ha'Chodesh!
Note how the focus changes to Am Yisrael

In chapter 6 - neither Egypt or Israel are ready for the Exodus
In chapters 7->11 - God prepares Egypt
In chapter 12:1-28 God prepares Israel [Pesach Mizraim]

V. The last encounter with Pharaoh 10:21->11:8
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Selected commentators on Shmot chapter 11
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