How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #22

The Mishkan - a House for God or a ‘model home' for us -

The Golden Calf & the Mishkan - an obvious parallel or an amazing coincidence
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

INTRODUCTION

After dedicating two classes to the thematic connections between Har Sinai
and the Mishkan to support Ramban’s approach - we begin today shiur with an in
depth study of the famous story of the Golden Calf: in an attempt to understand
the logic behind Rashi’'s approach that the commandment to build the Mishkan was
given AFTER that sin. To understand the nation's wayward behaviour at Chet
ha’Egel - we must return to Parshat Mishpatim to understand ‘what the people were
thinking'.

I. The roots of chet ha'Egel in Parshat Mishpatim & Yechezkel
Shmot 23:20-23 - God's ‘conditional promise’ to assist in conquering the Land

[that the people heard on the same day as Matan Torah!]
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20 Behold, I send an angel before thee, to keep
thee by the way, and to bring thee into the place
which I have prepared.

21 Take heed of him, and hearken unto his voice;
be not rebellious against him; for he will not
pardon your transgression; for My name is in
him.

22 But if thou shalt indeed hearken unto his voice,
and do all that I speak; then [ will be an enemy
unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine
adversaries.

23 For Mine angel shall go before thee, and bring
thee in unto the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the
Perizzite, and the Canaanite, the Hivite, and the
Jebusite; and I will cut them off.

24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor
serve them, nor do after their doings; but thou
shalt utterly overthrow them, and break in pieces
their pillars.

25 And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and
He will bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will
take sickness away from the midst of thee. {S}

26 None shall miscarry, nor be barren, in thy
land; the number of thy days I will fulfil.

27 [ will send My terror before thee, and will
discomfit all the people to whom thou shalt come,
and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs
unto thee.

31 And I will set thy border from the Red Sea even unto
the sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness unto
the River; for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land
into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before
thee.

32 Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with
their gods.



IT. The celebration at Sinai -

& what Am Yisrael knows when Moshe ascends for first 40 days:

Shmot 24:3-18
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3 And Moses came and told the people all
the words of the LORD, and all the
ordinances; and all the people answered
with one voice, and said: 'All the words
which the LORD hath spoken will we do.’

4 And Moses wrote all the words of the
LORD, and rose up early in the morning,
and builded an altar under the mount, and
twelve pillars, according to the twelve
tribes of Israel.

5 And he sent the young men of the
children of Israel, who offered burnt-
offerings, and sacrificed peace-offerings
of oxen unto the LORD.

6 And Moses took half of the blood, and
put it in basins; and half of the blood he
dashed against the altar.

7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the
hearing of the people; and they said: 'All that the LORD
hath spoken will we do, and obey.’

8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the
people, and said: 'Behold the blood of the covenant,
which the LORD hath made with you in agreement with
all these words.’

9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
elders of Israel;

10 and they saw the God of Israel; and
there was under His feet the like of a
paved work of sapphire stone, and the
like of the very heaven for clearness.

11 And upon the nobles of the children
of Israel He laid not His hand; and
they beheld God, and did eat and
drink.

12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and be
there; and I will give thee the tables of
stone, and the law and the commandment,
which I have written, that thou mayest
teach them.’

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua his
minister; and Moses went up into the
mount of God.
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[Har Sinai camera takes over in chapters 25 thru 31]

14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry
ye here for us, until we come back
unto you; and, behold, Aaron and Hur
are with you; whosoever hath a cause,
let him come near unto them.’

15 And Moses went up into the mount,
and the cloud covered the mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and the seventh
day He called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of the
children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst
of the cloud, and went up into the
mount; and Moses was in the mount
forty days and forty nights.

Let's follow the ‘camp camera’ - which continues in 32:1
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1 And when the people saw that
Moses delayed to come down from
the mount, the people gathered
themselves together unto Aaron, and
said unto him: 'Up, make us a god
who shall go before us; for as for this
Moses, the man that brought us up
out of the land of Egypt, we know not
what is become of him.’

2 And Aaron said unto them: 'Break
off the golden rings, which are in the
ears of your wives, of your sons, and
of your daughters, ‘and bring them
unto me.’

3 And all the people broke off the
golden rings which were in their ears,
and brought them unto Aaron.

4 And he received it at their hand, and
fashioned it with a graving tool, and
made it a molten calf; and they said:
'This is thy god, O Israel, which brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt.’
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5 And when Aaron saw this, he built
an altar before it; and Aaron made
proclamation, and said: 'To-morrow
shall be a feast to the LORD.’

6 And they rose up early on the
morrow, and offered burnt-offerings,
and brought peace-offerings; and the
people sat down to eat and to drink,
and rose up to make merry.

Let's note ’rhe par'allels o Par'sha‘r Mlshpa‘rlm - who s/b the "malach"?:

Story of chet ha'Egel

Parshat Mishpatim
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IV. Yechezkel's vision of Hashem's chariot [chapter 1]
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the north, a great cloud, with a fire flashing up, so that a
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V. What enabled Am Yisrael's victories against Egypt & Amalek
The 'powerful’ rod in Moshe's hand when Amalek attacks

Shmot 17 [the most recent military campaign
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us out men, and go out, fight with
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Note connection to ‘chet ha'Egel’
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up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and
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prevailed.
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took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat
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until the going down of the sun.
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Discuss

13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and
his people with the edge of the
sword. {P}

14 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Write this for a memorial in the book,
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I
will utterly blot out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven.’

15 And Moses built an altar, and called
the name of it Adonai-nissi.

16 And he said: 'The hand upon the
throne of the LORD: the LORD will
have war with Amalek from generation
to generation.

What do Bnei Yisrael need to conquer the nations of Canaan?

VI.

Does he accuse Aharon, or the people,

1RY HNY 29--T7-72 : NYH-DN,MM 12N 1
LDYINN NIND DO2YD VN,

-ONMY YN 791091, 70N N0 N
; 1290 D)y , 0N Ivy-
TN O0DN NIN INNN 1b -3N21) 1b -NNDY

7 DY -NN SN :n\e__m-‘:z;; ,mm ‘vgw] v
NIN GY-NYR-DY MN)

D?9N) DN AN-INN P2 NN NHY)
AR b mb SN NYYN)

Moshe’s encounter with Aharon:
2312 ,NTYD NNY NV INN-1,NYND 7921190 0
.DAN? DN ,MIM NIR--DNPIY 2I¥N D2INI ,NNY

2NN ,AN29N) ; NND ,DOTION NWYN--NNZN) 0
nnbn S5y ,N--NIN ombN

-DN, DN ;DY DY DIP-NN YT YY)
MNN2 -mnbn 2ip ,NYn

Chapter 32 -What happens when Moshe goes down the mountatin
and why

7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses: 'Go, get
thee down; for thy people, that thou broughtest
up out of the land of Egypt, have dealt
corruptly;

8 they have turned aside quickly out of the way
which [ commanded them; they have made
them a molten calf, and have worshipped it,
and have sacrificed unto it, and said: This is
thy god, O Israel, which brought thee up out of
the land of Egypt.’

9 And the LORD said unto Moses: ’I have
seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked
people.

10 Now therefore let Me alone, that My wrath
may wax hot against them, and that I may
consume them; and I will make of thee a great
nation.’

15 And Moses turned, and went down from the
mount, with the two tables of the testimony in his
hand; tables that were written on both their sides;
on the one side and on the other were they written.

16 And the tables were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the
tables.

17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people
as they shouted, he said unto Moses: 'There is a
noise of war in the camp.’
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Discuss

Note the verb “ra” - evil or a 'sound’ (or Egyptian god)

18 And he said: ’It is not the voice of them that
shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them
that cry for being overcome, but the noise of them
that sing do I hear.’

19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh
unto the camp, that he saw the calf and the
dancing; and Moses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast
the tables out of his hands, and broke them
beneath the mount.

20 And he took the calf which they had made, and
burnt it with fire, and ground it to powder, and
strewed it upon the water, and made the children
of Israel drink of it.

21 And Moses said unto Aaron: 'What did this
people unto thee, that thou hast brought a great sin
upon them?’

22 And Aaron said: 'Let not the anger of my lord
wax hot; thou knowest the people, that they are
set on evil.

23 So they said unto me: Make us a god, which
shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we
know not what is become of him.

24 And I said unto them: Whosoever hath any
gold, let them break it off; so they gave it me; and
I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.’

25 And when Moses saw that the people were
broken loose--for Aaron had let them loose for a
derision among their enemies--

Does Moshe claim that Aharon sinned, or that he the people to sin.
How is the celebration and korbanot different at Har Sinai

[relate to educational component]
Note the dancing

VII, Parallel to travel with the Mishkan
See Bamidbar - conclusion of chapter 10
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35 And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that
Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let Thine enemies be

scattered; and let them that hate Thee flee before
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36 And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, unto
the ten thousands of the families of Israel.' {P}



