How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #21
The Mishkan - a House for God or a ‘model home' for us -

Stories in Breishit that enhance our understanding of the Mishkan
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

INTRODUCTION

As today is the 17" of Tamuz, when we begin the 3 week mourning period for the
destruction of the Temple, we dedicate today's study toward a deeper understanding of the Biblical
purpose of a “bet Elokim” (or ‘Mikdash’) .

Fast days are not only to remember ‘what happened’ but more-so to remember WHY it
happened [so we know what we know to be worthy of its return].

Discuss - Consumer vs Employee analogy -and how it relates to Har Sinai & Mikdash

I. Rambam Hilchot bet ha'Bechira
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See also Rambam’s Sefer ha'mitzvot Asey 20
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Discuss the assumptions Rambam is making re: our knowledge of Chumash!:
Why does Rambam connect the Temple with offering korbanot!
Why does he entertain the possibility that the Mishkan was a one-time command?
Why does he connect this mitzva with the shalosh regalim !l

Review - opening lines of Parshat Terumah - Shmot chapter 25:
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[Possibly only to finish ‘matan torah’? |

II. First mention of a "bet Elokim” in Sefer Shmot / chapter 23
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15 The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou
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19 The choicest first-fruits of thy land thou
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Devarim chapter 12 [ recall - laws that were first given with the first Luchot]
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III. The concept of Bet Elokim in Breishit
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Hashem’s first hitgalut to Yaakov 28:13-15

Hashem re-assuring Avraham after Lot departs
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Yaakov’s ‘conditions’

Hashem’s promise to Yaakov
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V. Brit Milah / Breishit 17
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VI. Theme of “"shem Hashem”

/ God's reputation

A. Avraham is chosen; then calls in God's Name / chapters 12,13,21
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B.Avraham returns to BetEL
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C.God's promise in BetEL

1 God said unto Abram: 'Get thee out ...

8 And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the
east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the
west...and he builded there an altar unto the LORD, and
called upon the name of the LORD

Chapter 13 -- 3. And he went on his journeys from the
South even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had
been at the beginning, between Beth-el and A,

4 unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at
the first; and Abram called there on the name of the
LORD.
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D. I Kings Chapter 8 / Solomon's prayer when Temple is complete
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41 Moreover concerning the stranger that is not of
Thy people Israel, when he shall come out of a far
country for Thy name's sake--

42 for they shall hear of Thy great name, and of Thy
mighty hand, and of Thine outstretched arm--when
he shall come and pray toward this house;

43 hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling-place, and do
according to all that the stranger calleth to Thee for;
that all the peoples of the earth may know Thy
name, to fear Thee, as doth Thy people Israel, and
that they may know that Thy name is called upon
this house which I have built.



