How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #2
The Exodus, why the book is better than the movie
Mission Impossible’ - Part IT

Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

I. Review:
In our study last week of the burning bush narrative, we discussed
the 'double mission’ Moshe received -

to convince Pharoah to 'send the Israelites to serve their God'

to inform the elders of Israel re: their forthcoming redemption
We began our discussion of Moshe questions & challenges, as well as
considering what God's master plan was.

Or basically :

To take the Jews out of Egypt
& to take 'Egypt out of the Jews'

We also discussed how it is NOT Moshe's job to orchestrate the
Exodus, rather only to follow God's commands - to enable God to execute
His 'master plan’

We continue that discussion in today's class, as we continue our
careful study of the 'burning bush' narrative

II. Shmot chapter 3
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11 And Moses said unto God: '‘Who am I,

that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I
should bring forth the children of Israel
out of Egypt?"

12 And He said: 'Certainly I will be with
thee; and this shall be the token unto
thee, that I have sent thee: when thou
hast brought forth the people out of
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this
mountain.'

13 And Moses said unto God: 'Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel,
and shall say unto them: The God of your
fathers hath sent me unto you; and they
shall say to me: What is His name? what
shall I say unto them?'

14 And God said unto Moses: 'T AM
THAT I AM'; and He said: ' Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel: I
AM hath sent me unto you.'

15 And God said moreover unto Moses:

"Thus shalt thou say unto the children of
Israel: The LORD, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Tsaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent
me unto you; this is My name for ever,
and this is My memorial unto all
generations.

16 Go, and gather the elders of Tsrael
together, and say unto them: The LORD,
the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, hath
appeared unto me, saying: I have surely
remembered you, and seen that which is
done to you in Egypt.

17 And T have said: I will bring you up out
of the affliction of Egypt unto the land
of the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and
the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the
Hivite, and the Jebusite, unto a land
flowing with milk and honey.

18 And they shall hearken to thy voice.
And thou shalt come, thou and the elders
of Israel, unto the king of Egypt, and ye
shall say unto him: The LORD, the God of
the Hebrews, hath met with us. And now
let us go, we pray thee, three days'
journey into the wilderness, that we may
sacrifice to the LORD our God.

19 And T know that the king of Egypt will
not give you leave to go, except by a
mighty hand.
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20 And I will put forth My hand, and
smite Egypt with all My wonders which T
will do in the midst thereof. And after
that he will let you go.

21 And T will give this people favour in

the sight of the Egyptians. And it shall
come Yo pass, that, when ye go, ye shall
not go empty;

22 but every woman shall ask of her
neighbour, and of her that sojourneth in
her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of
gold, and raiment; and ye shall put them
upon your sons, and upon your daughters;
and ye shall spoil the Egyptians.'

III. review of the table - based on Rashbam's commentary
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IV. Shmot chapter 4

Moshe continues to clarify his mission:
NI" ,Il? .|]|n¥!-x'|1 bl ,17,;?(:'! ,nu_jn Vi1 X 1 And Moses answered and said: ‘But,

) ; ; ) behold, they will not believe me, nor
hihl ',]I'R{ npf(u-xﬁ ;NN 1D :l'?l-m, 1YNY! hearken unto my voice; for they will
) ) ) ) ) © ° say: The LORD hath not appeared unto
thee.'

T - : 2 And the LORD said unto him: ‘What
’1,:'-‘?{'! ,:‘1:1 nT m n!n! III?-N- 1"-'JNI! 2 is that in thy hand?’ And he said: ‘A

_ngy_] rod.'

D DY AN DN DTN M 3 e

11191 ,nYUn 0)| ;vjn]'; became a serpent; and Moses fled from

before it.

1 1 j i - 1 K] 4 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Put
TnNI ’:]-L nlzw ’nu-.-ln I1N ’n!n= 1’-.-’“ ! T forth thy hand, and take it by the tail--

{922 NYN'7 "LLiA TN T N7 i2ATA ond he put forth his hand, and laid hold

of it, and it became a rod in his hand--

. 1N 1% 31 1 5 that they may believe that the LORD,
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ivr i : 6 And the LORD said furthermore unto
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nyxn i-r: NNl ,nxgi-l! ;iplng, ,i'r: N2Q*| And he put his hand intto his bosom; and
) ) ) .. when he took it out, behold, his hand
AITHTJ? was leprous, as white as snow.

i i ; : 7 And He said: 'Put thy hand back into
- 1 a1 IN= 1 1 Y
I.’N ,|-|'T 12-"*! ’.T]I-’ n I7N q-r* Jwa ’1Y'-']N T thy bosom.--And he put his hand back

v ,nlw-n;i‘)l ,|I'}Inn ,nNXi-I! ;|I'}In into his bosom; and when he took it out
Tt T : T of his bosom, behold, it was turned
again as his other flesh.--
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not believe thee, neither hearken to

.JINDXD NXD '7'|7'? ,JAMNNDI==[IYNIN NINQD the voice of the first sign, that they

will believe the voice of the latter sign.

NINND ']UIT DA 12'NN! N‘I1_DN Al v 9 And it shall come to pass, if they will

not believe even these two signs,

mmn nnl'}'”--‘,]'fl'}'? I'l”nl"j' NYI ,n'-TNn neither hearken unto thy voice, that
oo T E T "'_ . PR :. 77 thou shalt take of the water of the
nl-_’:n 1\‘98 DIY_JD 'Ila! ,FWJQ-!D DDQVJI ,1N!D river, and pour it upon the dry land; and

NI the water which thou takest out of the
ALy L river shall become blood upon the dry

nyana [l 1) e

Discuss - why the need for 'proofs'’
V. Moshe & Aharon - why the need for 'spokesman’?
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10 And Moses said unto the LORD:
'Oh Lord, T am not a man of words,
neither heretofore, nor since Thou
hast spoken unto Thy servant; for T
am slow of speech, and of a slow
tongue.'

11 And the LORD said unto him: 'Who
hath made man's mouth? or who
maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or
seeing, or blind? is it not I the LORD?

12 Now therefore go, and I will be
with thy mouth, and teach thee what
thou shalt speak.'

13 And he said: 'Oh Lord, send, I pray
Thee, by the hand of him whom Thou
wilt send.’

14 And the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Moses, and He said:
'Is there not Aaron thy brother the
Levite? I know that he can speak well.
And also, behold, he cometh forth to
meet thee; and when he seeth thee,
he will be glad in his heart.

15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and
put the words in his mouth; and T will
be with thy mouth, and with his
mouth, and will teach you what ye
shall do.

16 And he shall be thy spokesman
unto the people; and it shall come to
pass, that he shall be to thee a
mouth, and thou shalt be to him in
God's stead.

17 And thou shalt take in thy hand
this rod, wherewith thou shalt do the
signs.’

Discuss - Was sending Aharon to help part of God's original plan?
Is Moshe reluctant to take the mission, or is he trying his best to

make sure that it will be successful.

Is Moshe worried about Pharoah not listening or Am Yisrael?

Compare with the end of Shmot chapter 6 & 7:1-2
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VI. Stage One - Moshe & Aharon meet the elders
[are they succesful - discuss]

quin nN_1I_’|1 _]|7 ,l"TDN'ITN S MMNT T 27 And the LORD said to Aaron: 'Go into

) ] the wilderness to meet Moses.' And he
--D'A7ND D2 INYAD'T L, )71 ;N2 TAN went, and met him in the mountain of
cT ) S ) .. . 6od,and kissed him.
Ar-pen

1 n i I ' i 80 28 And Moses told Aaron all the words
n!n’ 111 IT? nN ’I-‘axﬁ nwn 12'! no of the LORD wherewith He had sent him,

ANIY N ,n’n'xa-';? NNI ,|n'zw WYN and all the signs wherewith He had
s ) ’ *  charged him.

.y i 29 And Moses and Aaron went and
AWA
) I-‘ DKI ,n\‘?n -]I7 1 VD gathered together all the elders of the

-'7t.<1'l’J! na ';.‘;T-'??-J‘I?_:{ ;AO0N1] children of Israel

TR ,DNLTII IR- IR AT 7 e e i

.0yN |]|u'1 ,:n'n'xa VAL ;nwn-"’x NIN! did the signs in the sight of the people.

gy - . 31 And the people believed; and when
- I -l . | I I
:nN n!“: -IT!!? 2 I”nw! ,nl!a ’Inx-! NI, they heard that the LORD had

;TR ,DRY-NX DX "I, IXIY! 112 remembered the children of Tsrael, and
P T : T TR |. that He had seen their affliction, then
AINNYY they bowed their heads and worshipped.

VII, The first encounter with Pharoah
Shmot chapter 5

- X X ’ vy IV- 1 And afterward Moses and Aaron came,
I1N ’ I'IYf]N'! ’I-‘n'-(l ng}n IN;. ’-“-1?-“ N and said unto Pharaoh: 'Thus saith the
n'ZE_J ,ITN']HJ' 'nITN y,nNIN! MMX-ND NP LORD, the God of Israel: Let My people

. go, that they may hold a feast unto Me in
2T 712NN ,"AY-NX e vilderess.

,|I7|7:. ”Y_]WN 1\’18 bk ln__n-”.1:9 1!;N:'! 12 2 And Pharaoh said: 'Who is the LORD,

that I should hearken unto His voice to

DAl ,nIn'-NKX 'NYT! NI7 :ITN']Wl-nN n'7wl1 let Israel go? I know not the LORD, and
o T T T "7 " moreover I will not let Israel go.'

N7YK N7 1Y-NX
n?l7] ;'n'l!” N1j71 DAY 'nITN ,'I1Y;N:I! 1 3 And they said: ‘The God of the

Hebrews hath met with us. Let us go, we

n!nl'z nNATil ,N2TNA 0'N! ;ngj'mj YT N2 pray thee, three days' journey into the
S, : ) : c. wilderness, and sacrifice unto the LORD
.20 IX 12T2 ,12Y29'-|9--11"0"7X



our 6od: lest He fall upon us with
pestilence, or with the sword.'

quin nn|, ,01X¥N .]|7n ,Dnﬁx MnN T 4 And the king of Egypt said unto them:

‘Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron,
,-l)ll ; |'wunn DYN-NX 1YION , I"] N cause the people to break loose from
) T T i " T 4 7 their work? get you unto your burdens.'
.02'N'720%

Followed by the story of double workload
Note how Moshe has failed (at least he thinks so)

”13‘__0:“'“ 'TN'TW'-':IJ " U'U INY'T V! 19 And the officers of the children of
Tt - y RERMIY . wew LA -

Israel did see that they were set on
Ani DiT-12T ,002N WYNAN-NT  IANN" mischief, when they said: 'Ye shall not
’ ’ T U " diminish aught from your bricks, your
daily task.'

n"yx) , I'-TI-JN_:n NI nl’jn NN 1Y2A9'1 D 20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who

stood in the way, as they came forth

.NYI9 NXN ,DNNXQ ,DNKRI?? from Pharaok;
:U.Bw'l D)'Il\_, 1A' X! ,DnITR -I'\YJN:'I ) 21 and they said unto them: ‘The LORD

look upon you, and judge; because ye have

Ny 'y ,2JANM-NNX DRNVYNIAN VYN made our savour to be abhorred in the
Tt T T T " ™ eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his

-n;rTI)I7 ,D‘!:J 11“':":"'! ,Il-!?-”, IJI”:-I servants, to put a sword in their hand to
slay us.'

nnl7 ,']'TR :1“?{:" ,nln"I?N nw'n JW"l 1 22 And Moses returned unto the LORD,

and said: 'Lord, wherefore hast Thou

JINNT7Y ,DT NA'7--NTN DY'7 NNYN dealt il with this people? why is it that

Thou hast sent me?

- - \ 3. - . 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak
,qnw:' 111.7 ,n”-\:g I1N II‘N; T?*(nl 1) in Thy name, he hath dealt ill with this

AY-NX ,]3'?;;)-){'1 '7;;_1! ;DTN ng'z , U0 people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy

people at all.’
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