How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #18
The Mishkan - a House for God or a ‘'model home’ for us -

The ‘first forty days' and their purpose
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/
This week we begin our detailed study of the second half of Sefer Shmot, with a focus on Shmot 24:12-
18, to show how and why it holds the key to understanding the remainder of Sefer Shmot.

I. Shmot chap'rer' 24 - two 'parshio’r' - two topics
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II. Review Am Yisrael knows when Moshe ascends for first 40 days:

Shmot 24:3-18
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3 And Moses came and told the people all
the words of the LORD, and all the
ordinances; and all the people answered
with one voice, and said: 'All the words
which the LORD hath spoken will we do.’

4 And Moses wrote all the words of the
LORD, and rose up early in the morning,
and builded an altar under the mount, and
twelve pillars, according to the twelve
tribes of Israel.

5 And he sent the young men of the
children of Israel, who offered burnt-
offerings, and sacrificed peace-offerings
of oxen unto the LORD.

6 And Moses took half of the blood, and
put it in basins; and half of the blood he
dashed against the altar.

7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the
hearing of the people; and they said: 'All that the LORD
hath spoken will we do, and obey.’

8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the
people, and said: 'Behold the blood of the covenant,
which the LORD hath made with you in agreement with
all these words.’

9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
elders of Israel;

10 and they saw the God of Israel; and
there was under His feet the like of a
paved work of sapphire stone, and the
like of the very heaven for clearness.

11 And upon the nobles of the children
of Israel He laid not His hand; and
they beheld God, and did eat and
drink.

12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and be
there; and I will give thee the tables of
stone, and the law and the commandment,
which I have written, that thou mayest
teach them.’

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua his
minister; and Moses went up into the
mount of God.

14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry
ye here for us, until we come back
unto you; and, behold, Aaron and Hur
are with you; whosoever hath a cause,
let him come near unto them.’
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15 And Moses went up into the mount,
and the cloud covered the mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and the seventh
day He called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of the
children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst
of the cloud, and went up into the
mount; and Moses was in the mount
forty days and forty nights.
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[Har Sinai camera takes over in chapters 25 thru 31]

III. The juxtaposition of ‘units’ in second half of Sefer Shmot
Review - Outline of the second half of Sefer Shmot
I. Maamad Har Sinai (chapter 19-24) -From Covenant to Commandment
19/ The Covenant to be a "goy kadosh" & preparation for the Theophany
20/ The Dibrot - The Ten Commandments
21-23/ the special Unit of Mitzvot -in Parshat Mishpatim
24/ Ceremonial covenant [naaseh v'nishma] - Moshe ascends for 40 days
II. The Commandment to build the Mishkan (chapters 25-31)
25-27/ Aron, Shulchan, Menorah, the tent, the Mizbayach & Courtyard
28/ Bigdei kahuna - The garments of the Priests
29 / Dedication ceremony for the Mishkan & the "shchina”
30-31/ Additional laws relating to the Mishkan - followed by Shabbat
III. Chet ha'egel - Midot ha'rachamim (chapters 32-34)
32/ Sin of the Golden Calf; breaking the covenant
33/ Moshe Rabeinu's supplication to renegotiate the covenant
34/ New Covenant - with the 13 attributes of Mercy
IV. Building the Mishkan (chapters 35-40)
[Purpose of Mishkan - to perpetuate Har Sinai and/or to fix chet ha'egel?]
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IV. The commentators on 24:12

Rashi:
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V. Why it makes sense that "torah” & “"mitzva” refers to the Mishkan
Identify the unit from chapters 25 thru 30 [one “dibur”]
Note how each ‘parshia’ begins with a ‘commandment’ to 'do’ ...nwy»

Note how this unit includes ‘instructions’ possibly = ?amin

Note how this is the ONLY unit that follows the introduction of 24:18
[what you see is what you get...]


https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/5.27

VI. Why it makes sense that “torah” & "mitzva” refers to the laws in Devarim

The meaning of the word ‘torah’ in the TORAH

Source sheet for shiur by Menachem Leibtag

A. Shmot chapter 12 - Moshe ascends for 'forty days'
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The famous mishna in Pirkei Avot:
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B. The word ‘torah’ Breishit - general or specific?
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C. A 'procedural law' in Shmot, Vayikra & Bamidbar -:
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D. Moshe descends from Mt. Sinai after last 40 days:
ND... I07-10 iRTI3 ,AWh-T3 NP NhY W3 10 R Awh nTIa T v 1" pha mnw
W3 12-0R1 25 009K ,AWH 93T 57T DRWIN-O21 IR PIR 120N AN DR RPN

2P0 02 AR °A 93T TWR-7D NR--DIEN w1z

Chizkuni on Shmot 34:32 Moshe commanded the people everything that God commanded him on Har

Sinai: i.e. - All the Commandments that were told to him [by God] during the first forty days, and the
last forty days. [Also] all the mitzvot were given [to Moshe] between the month of Nisan when Bnei



Yisrael first left Egypt - until the 20th of Iyar in the second year [i.e. when they left Har Sinai - see
Bamidbar 10:11] - However - the Torah was given [to Moshe] in individual scrolls - for whenever Moshe
would hear a commandment from God, he would record it in a separate scroll - then [forty years later]
when it was time for him to die - he organized the Sefer Torah - and seft its "parshiot" - based on the
fitting juxtapositions - as our Rabbis have expounded.

E. The word 'torah’ relating to Moshe's speech in Devarim
Introduction to main speech of Sefer Devarim (chapter 4):
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This main speech of Sefer Devarim begins in 5:1 - with:
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[Followed by some twenty chapters of mitzvot and rebuke,

And concludes in chapter 26 with:
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At the conclusion of the speech (see 27:1-8) - refers to the laws
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To be read every seven years at Hakhel:
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F. A proof from Devarim 4:5-8 re: meaning of 'torah’ in Devarim:
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