How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #17
The Mishkan - a House for God or a 'model home' for us - Part I

The second half of Sefer Shmot - Ramban’s introduction
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

This week we begin our study of the second half of Sefer Shmot, with a focus on the
Ramban’s introduction to Parshat Teruma - where he explains how the events that
transpired at Har Sinai relate to the Mishkan

Review - Outline of the second half of Sefer Shmot
I. Maamad Har Sinai (chapter 19-24) -From Covenant o Commandment
19/ The Covenant to be a “goy kadosh" & preparation for the Theophany
20/ The Dibrot - The Ten Commandments
21-23/ the special Unit of Mitzvot -in Parshat Mishpatim
24/ Ceremonial covenant [naaseh v'nishma] - Moshe ascends for 40 days

IT. The Commandment to build the Mishkan (chapters 25-31)
25-27/ Aron, Shulchan, Menorah, the tent, the Mizbayach & Courtyard
28/ Bigdei kahuna - The garments of the Priests
29 / Dedication ceremony for the Mishkan & the "shchina”
30-31/ Additional laws relating to the Mishkan - followed by Shabbat

ITI. Chet ha'egel - Midot ha'rachamim (chapters 32-34)
32/ Sin of the Golden Calf; breaking the covenant
33/ Moshe Rabeinu's supplication to renegotiate the covenant
34/ New Covenant - with the 13 attributes of Mercy

IV. Building the Mishkan (chapters 35-40)
[Purpose of Mishkan - to perpetuate Har Sinai and/or to fix chet ha'egel?]

I. The connection between Har Sinai & the Mishkan: Ramban Shmot 25:1
The four steps before Am Yisrael become worthy for a Mishkan
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[note the allusion to “kabbala” concept of "nigla” & “nistar”]
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IT Review of the key events at Har Sinai -
Note how they match the key points mentioned by the Ramban above:

A. The PROPOSITION (19:1-8)

1. Arrival at Har Sinai (19:1-2)

2. The Actual Proposal (19:3-6)
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3. Bnei Yisrael accept: (19:7-8)
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B. PREPARATION (19:9-15)

1. God proposes Plan A for transmitting mitzvot
via Moshe (with cloud as buffer) (19:9)
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2. People ask for; Plan B (Rashi 19:9)
God will speak directly (to eyes of all Israel)
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(19:10-11)
3. Bnei Yisrael must prepare 3 days for encounter
(19:12-15)

C. REVELATION (19:16-19)

1. Revelation begins - people scared
& stay in camp (19:16)
2. Moshe brings nation to foot of Sinai
revelation continues (19:17-18)
3. Moshe speaks - God answers (19:19)
either the Dibrot (Rashi)
or last minute instructions (Ramban)
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D. LIMITATION (19:20-25)

1. God summons Moshe to top of Mountain
2. Moshe warns the nation not to come too close!
[Appears to reflect Plan A / rejection of Plan B

E. The FIRST TWO DIBROT [20:1-5]

[in first person — I AM THE LORD... / Plan B ?]
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F. The LAST EIGHT DIBROT [20:6-13]

[in third person - /Plan A ?] -
DO NOT CARRY THE NAME OF HASHEM YOUR GOD IN VAIN...
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G. 'TREPIDATION' [20:14-18]

[The story explaining from Plan B back to Plan A?]
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H. LEGISLATION [20:18->23:33]

A special 'blend’ of Laws [via Moshe]
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How to/not to serve God [20:18-23]
Mishpatim -Civil Laws - w/ punishment by Bet Din
[21:1 thru 22:17]
Tzedaka - Ethical Laws — guiding behavior
[22:20-23:9]
How to serve God on special times [23:10-19]
[Conquest of the Land — on condition /23:20-33]

I. JUBILATION [24:1-11]

A 'joyful' Covenantal ceremony at Har Sinai —
Bnei Yisrael proclaim: "na'asse v'nishma"
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A leadership group ascends to 'see God'!
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III. The juxtaposition of ‘units’ in second half of Sefer Shmot
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