How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #15
From Complaints to Covenants -Part four

From Complaints to Prayer at Mt. Sinai - the second Luchot!
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

This week we conclude our mini-series with a discussion of how 'fear led to failure’ of
the first covenant - as shown by the sin of the Golden Calf, and how Moshe Rabaeinu'’s
complaint’ in regard to God's desire to break the covenant, led to the negotiation of a
new covenant - based on forgiveness and understanding & the ability to repent

I. Intro: - the Biblical logic of our short series, based on Tehillim 78
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Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your
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generation to come the praises of the LORD, {N}

ﬂ)_" n]b_]n D’.\QDD ”‘"‘\N ‘W‘I":’ ~ and His strength, and His wondrous works that He
WY IUN PDNDDY) TIRY) hath dore

D\’) —rnj-n 37)’)3 J-n‘-r” 07)1 ) 5 For He established a testimony in Jacob, and

appointed a law in Israel, {N}
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even the children that should be born; who should
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not forget the works of God, but keep His
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rebellious generation; {N}
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through; and He made the waters to stand as a heap.
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caused waters to run down like rivers.
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for their craving.
--HN 59N ’]-]DN - DYNA ’1"]31"1 \DY 19 Yea, they spoke against God: they said: 'Can God
- T = TT . * UL prepare a table in the wilderness?
02793 NPV T2
D’bﬁﬂ __D?D 131*(,1 ’A-nx_’—lgn ]l—] 9 20 Behold, He smote the rock, that waters gushed

. . out, and streams overflowed; {N}
: 19\3‘0’ can He give bread also? or will He provide flesh for

RYY INY PR-DN ;NN DIV, DNI-DIY HEPer
: .]:n_’ﬂ’] "ﬂ)ﬂ? )))_3\)) ’]3'7 N5 21 Therefore the LORD heard, and was wroth; {N}

and a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also
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in His salvation.
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the doors of heaven;

)_3 ])‘11 bDNb ]D D-]’b)’ -“3)3)1 “T9 24 And He caused manna to rain upon them for food,

""" and gave them of the corn of heaven.
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their years in terror.
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Him, and turn back and seek God earnestly.
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unto Him with their tongue.
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neither were they faithful in His covenant.
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iniquity, and destroyeth not; {N}
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doth not stir up all His wrath.
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wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.

JINYIa AMINY ;92T I ,NNAD 1) 40 How oft did they rebel against Him in the

wilderness, and grieve Him in the desert!

II. Attributes in the 'Ten Commandments'? - Shmot 20:2-6
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Shmot 23:20-23 /After the Laws of Parshat Mishpatim- A conditional promise
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IIT. The Punishment for “"chet ha'egel” / Shmot 32:7-11
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Shmot 32 - Moshe ‘complains’ / aruges / (=prayer ?)
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Moshe prays that God ‘atone’ their sin / shmot 32:30-34
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IV. The 'down-grade' - Brit Avot w/o Brit Sinai /Shmot 33:1-7
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Moshe ‘argues’ why God should not leave them

Shmot 33:12-16
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A new covenant - enter attributes of Mercy
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Re-establishing Brit Sinai with an ‘amendment’ /Shmot 34
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K. Moshe Rabeinu's request for the shechina to return
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Note parallel between Moshe Rabeinu's request after God declares His new Midot —
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* [the word 9 can mean ‘because’ or ‘even though’]



V. Shmot Chapter 19 - From Covenant to Commandment

Arrival at Har Sinai:

1 In the third month after the children of Israel left
the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. 2 And when they were
departed from Rephidim, and were come to the
wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the
wilderness; and there Israel encamped before the
mount.

The Proposition:

3 And Moses went up unto God, and Hashem
called unto him out of the mountain, saying: 'Thus
shall you say to the house of Jacob, and tell the
children of Israel: 4 You have seen what | did unto
the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles'

wings, and brought you unto Myself. 5 Now
therefore, if you will hearken unto
My voice, and keep My covenant,

[then] you shall be Mine own treasure
from among all peoples;

for [because/ eventhough]
all the earth is Mine;
6 and you shall be for Me a:

kingdom of priests, and a holy

nation. These are the words which you shall speak
unto the children of Israel.’

Bnei Yisrael accept -

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words which
Hashem commanded him. 8 And all the people
answered together, and said: 'All that Hashem has
spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words
of the people unto Hashem.

God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws

9 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Lo, | come unto
thee in a thick cloud, that the people may
hear when | speak with thee, and may
also believe thee for ever." And Moses told the

words of the people unto Hashem. [PLAN ‘A’ - via
Moshe]

10 And Hashem said unto Moses: '‘Go unto the
people, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow,
and let them wash their garments, 11 and be ready

against the third day; for the third day Hashem
will come down in the sight of all

the people upon mount Sinai. [PLAN ‘B’ -
direct]

Arrival at Har Sinai:
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God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws
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PREPARATION.

12 And you shall set bounds unto the people
round about, saying: Take heed to yourselves, that
you go not up into the mount, or touch the border
of it; whosoever touches the mount shall be surely
put to death; 13 no hand shall touch him, but he
shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it
be beast or man, it shall not live; when the ram's
horn soundeth long, they shall come up to the
mount.' 14 And Moses went down from the mount
unto the people, and sanctified the people; and
they washed their garments. 15 And he said unto
the people: 'Be ready against the third day; come
not near a woman.'

REVELATION

16 And it came to pass on the third day, when it
was morning, that there were thunders and
lightnings and a thick cloud upon the mount, and

the voice of a horn exceeding loud; and all the
people that were in the camp

trembled. 17 And Moses brought forth the
people out of the camp to meet God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. 18 Now
mount Sinai was altogether on smoke, because
the LORD descended upon it in fire; and the
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.

19 And when the voice of the horn waxed louder
and louder, MOses spoke, and God
answered him with a voice.

LIMITATION

20 And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, to
the top of the mount; and the LORD called Moses
to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21
And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Go down, charge

the people, lest they break through

unto the LORD to gaze, and many of
them perish. 22 And let the priests also, that come
near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the
LORD break forth upon them.' 23 And Moses said
unto the LORD: 'The people cannot come up to
mount Sinai; for thou didst charge us, saying: Set
bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.' 24 And
the LORD said unto him: 'Go, get thee down, and
thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee;
but let not the priests and the
people break through to come up
unto the LORD, lest He break forth

upon them.' 25 so Moses went down unto the
people, and told them.

PREPARATION:
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