How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #14
From Complaints to Covenants -Part three

Fear at Mt. Sinai - in light of Eliyahu at Mt. Carmel
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

In this week’s shiur we continue our discussion of the centrality of 'fear’in the events
that transpire when Am Yisrael hears the 'Dibrot’

Review: The fear of death at Har Sinai

Devarim 5:18-28
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18 These words the LORD spoke unto all your
assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire,
of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great
voice, and it went on no more. And He wrote them
upon two tables of stone, and gave them unto me.

19 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out
of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain did
burn with fire, that ye came near unto me, even all
the heads of your tribes, and your elders;

20 and ye said: 'Behold, the LORD our God hath
shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have
heard His voice out of the midst of the fire; we have
seen this day that God doth speak with man, and he
liveth.

21 Now therefore why should we die? for this great
fire will consume us; if we hear the voice of the
LORD our God any more, then we shall die.

22 For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the
voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of
the fire, as we have, and lived?

23 Go thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God
may say: and thou shalt speak unto us all that the
LORD our God may speak unto thee; and we will hear
it and do it.'

24 And the LORD heard the voice of your words,
when ye spoke unto me; and the LORD said unto me:
'T have heard the voice of the words of this people,
which they have spoken unto thee; they have well
said all that they have spoken.

25 Oh that they had such a heart as this alway, to
fear Me, and keep all My commandments, that it
might be well with them, and with their children for
everl



I. Devarim chapter 4 - in the intro to the main speech
the importance of the experience
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II. Devarim chapter 31 - The purpose of Hakhel (as above)
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III. Eliyahu at Mt. Carmel -
I Kings chapter 18
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Note, the numerous parallels to Har Sinai
Also, note how it only lasted one day,
[was Har Sinai any more succesful?]



IV. Kings chapter 19 - When Eliyahu resigns - and WHY
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1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done,
and withal how he had slain all the prophets with
the sword.

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah,
saying: 'So let the gods do [to me], and more also,
if T make not thy life as the life of one of them by
to-morrow about this time.'

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his
life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to
Judah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day's journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a broom-
tree; and he requested for himself that he might
die; and said: 'It is enough; now, O LORD, take
away my life; for T am not better than my
fathers.'

5 And he lay down and slept under a broom-tree;
and, behold, an angel touched him, and said unto
him: 'Arise and eat.’

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was at his
head a cake baked on the hot stones, and a cruse
of water. And he did eat and drink, and laid him

= down again.

7 And the angel of the LORD came again the
second time, and touched him, and said: 'Arise and
eat; because the journey is too great for thee.'

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in
the strength of that meal forty days and forty
nights unto Horeb the mount of God.

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged
there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, and He said unto him: 'What doest thou here,
Elijah?'

10 And he said: 'I have been very jealous for the
LORD, the God of hosts; for the children of Israel
have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine
altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword; and
I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away.'

11 And He said: 'Go forth, and stand upon the
mount before the LORD.' And, behold, the LORD
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the
mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before
the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind; and
after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was
not in the earthquake;

12 and after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD
was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small
voice.

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and
stood in the entrance of the cave. And, behold,
there came a voice unto him, and said: 'What doest
thou here, Elijah?"
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Discuss, the 'danger of fear' vs the ‘fear of danger’
Discuss how this may relate to chapter 6 of Sefer Devarim
& the commandment to love Hashem
See Devarim 6:4-8 in its context
See also Devarim chapter 7, and concept of “"ahava” & “"bechira”



V. Shmot Chapter 19 - From Covenant to Commandment

Arrival at Har Sinai:

1 In the third month after the children of Israel left
the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. 2 And when they were
departed from Rephidim, and were come to the
wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the
wilderness; and there Israel encamped before the
mount.

The Proposition:

3 And Moses went up unto God, and Hashem
called unto him out of the mountain, saying: 'Thus
shall you say to the house of Jacob, and tell the
children of Israel: 4 You have seen what | did unto
the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles'

wings, and brought you unto Myself. 5 Now
therefore, if you will hearken unto
My voice, and keep My covenant,

[then] you shall be Mine own treasure
from among all peoples;

for [because/ eventhough]
all the earth is Mine;
6 and you shall be for Me a:

kingdom of priests, and a holy

nation. These are the words which you shall speak
unto the children of Israel.’

Bnei Yisrael accept -

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words which
Hashem commanded him. 8 And all the people
answered together, and said: 'All that Hashem has
spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words
of the people unto Hashem.

God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws

9 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Lo, | come unto
thee in a thick cloud, that the people may
hear when | speak with thee, and may
also believe thee for ever." And Moses told the

words of the people unto Hashem. [PLAN ‘A’ - via
Moshe]

10 And Hashem said unto Moses: '‘Go unto the
people, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow,
and let them wash their garments, 11 and be ready

against the third day; for the third day Hashem
will come down in the sight of all

the people upon mount Sinai. [PLAN ‘B’ -
direct]

Arrival at Har Sinai:

NI ,INTYI-23 NNYY PYIYYD U Tha N
IWON 1 )0 92710 IND , NN OMA--DrI8N
;927193 ,1)"\’1 ’)’U ‘13‘1’)2 N2 D"T’ﬁ‘))ﬁ
ahn) ‘TM ')N‘“U’ oy ']h”

The Proposition:

PIN NP ; DXNIND-IN , N2y DY )
IINY 90N, M0’

SNV 9935 TID) ,30Y2 1935 NS 13

ocmsnb YUY YUN, tm’m onN 7
DonN NAN) ,0°99) ’m: -b» u:mx NWN)
SODY i n ’?zs

/DY TP INYN YINY -ON
-991 N2V 7 0NN -->>93-NN
-PDN OPRY ) .ywn-53 2553, 00PN
$WUITR M, 0009 NIYHN *Y

INIYI 2)3-0N , 9379 VYN, 009370, 719N
Bnei Yisrael accept -

DY ;0¥N NP NIPN ,NYN Nan s
AME YR ,NIND 09270 -92 NN, 01295
95 AN VN YN -T2 NYN N MDD
»A27-NN YN :vm Yy M’ 4271~ ‘wx
.mﬂ’-‘m n»ﬂ

God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws

POIN N2 MIIN NN ,NYN-ON NN 9NN O
9272 DYD YNY? NP3 nyn ava
227 ;097108 72-0) ,71AY

JNN-ON 0D 292T-0N NYN N
[ PLAN ‘A’ - via Moshe ]

;YN -IN 77 NYN-IX MNP NN >
009NV 10291 ;90 01D DNV

’\’J‘;Mﬂ D120 OYYYN DM ,025) D)
ank bv--uvﬂ -bb mvb mn> 19
[PLAN ‘B’] .’;’v




PREPARATION.

12 And you shall set bounds unto the people
round about, saying: Take heed to yourselves, that
you go not up into the mount, or touch the border
of it; whosoever touches the mount shall be surely
put to death; 13 no hand shall touch him, but he
shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it
be beast or man, it shall not live; when the ram's
horn soundeth long, they shall come up to the
mount.' 14 And Moses went down from the mount
unto the people, and sanctified the people; and
they washed their garments. 15 And he said unto
the people: 'Be ready against the third day; come
not near a woman.'

REVELATION

16 And it came to pass on the third day, when it
was morning, that there were thunders and
lightnings and a thick cloud upon the mount, and

the voice of a horn exceeding loud; and all the
people that were in the camp

trembled. 17 And Moses brought forth the
people out of the camp to meet God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. 18 Now
mount Sinai was altogether on smoke, because
the LORD descended upon it in fire; and the
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.

19 And when the voice of the horn waxed louder
and louder, MOses spoke, and God
answered him with a voice.

LIMITATION

20 And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, to
the top of the mount; and the LORD called Moses
to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21
And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Go down, charge

the people, lest they break through

unto the LORD to gaze, and many of
them perish. 22 And let the priests also, that come
near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the
LORD break forth upon them.' 23 And Moses said
unto the LORD: 'The people cannot come up to
mount Sinai; for thou didst charge us, saying: Set
bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.' 24 And
the LORD said unto him: 'Go, get thee down, and
thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee;
but let not the priests and the
people break through to come up
unto the LORD, lest He break forth

upon them.' 25 so Moses went down unto the
people, and told them.

PREPARATION:
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